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PREFACE. 



AFRlCAf though contiguous to the moft commerciat 
nations in the nvorldf from *whom one 'would naturally 
fuppofe it might deri've fome portion of refinement^ is yet 
involved in a ft ate of the moft deplorable harharifm ; and 
its 'very atmofphere feems fraught nvith the moft deteftahle 
depravity in human nature. Hence the fpirit of difcovery 
iville'verhe retarded, and travellers fuill ha^.e hiit little 
inducement to explore a region ivhere they muft be expofd 
to fuch a conftant fuccejjion of dangers^ 

Since the diftruSion of Carthage^ civilization feems 
not an attribute of the kingdom of Algiers ^ or of any of the. 
flates of Barhary ; and fuch is the virulence of Ma* 
bometan antipathy to every thing that bears the name of 
ChriftiaUi that their contiguity to Europe has perhaps 
tended to render them even more ferocious* 

In rendering an account of this famous tegeucy nvho 
have fo long fgnaUfed themfehes by their villanyy the 

author 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



'vi F R E F J C E. 

author has availed htm/elf of the moft unexceptlonahle 
documents that could he procured^ and perfpicuity injhad 
^ of elegance and the complete developement of TRUTH 
ha've been his primary objeds in the compilation of the 
nuorhm 

In lit execution ht has laboured undtr frveral dif 
ad'vantages. The frft fheets were put to prefs but 
a feiu days afttr the tvori was commenced^ and before 
half the materials fwere colleQedm Great expedition luas 
therefore indifpenftbly requifite^ and this circumfiance nuill 
apologize for inaccuracies or defultory arrangements^ 

The ivork isy however^ much more perfeU than twas- 
originally contemplated. It exhibits a more circumfiantial 
detail of Algerine affairs of a recent date than luas ever 
before publifhedj and nvill lue prefume afford the Amerim 
can reader a tolerable idea of this famous piratical re»> 
gencyy to nA}bicb the United States have lately had the 
mortification of becoming tributory^ 

It comprehends^ bejfdes an ample account of the late 
American negociationy. a variety of original obferva* 
iions upon the government^ fortifications y cuftomsand manr^ 
verify punijhmentst religion f i^c. of the Algerines ; and 
for this original matter the public are und^'<onfid€rabU 
obligations to Mr. ISAAC BROOKSf a gentleman 
of veracity and intelligence, who was one of the unfor^ 
tunate number who were fubjedted to the miferies of this 
unparalleled fervJtude. The feverity of bis affHaionsr 

hasi 
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PREFACE. vii 

If as reduced him nearly to a ft ate of blindnefs ; a mis for* 
tune nxjbich afforded him ample leifure for rendering a 
m^re minute account* In all his communications he has 
confcientioujly adhered to the truths deteBed mifreprefen* 
tationsf and related nothing but 'what ivill hear the tefi 
of the ftriSeJi examination^ 

*rhefubjeB is particularly interefting to the American 
people^ and as thf author has recorded events ivhich are « 
recent in the memory of all the captives y he has been fcru' 
fuloujly circumfpeS in admitting nothing but matters of 
undfputed authenticitym 

^The laft chapter is an abfira£l or compendium of the adm 
^ventures of Emanuel D*Aranday ^^ a poor foldier** as he 
nuaspleafed to call himfelf probably ivith a dejign to evade 
the payment of the exorbitant fum demanded for the ravfont 
of all perfons of quality m We find^ hoivever, by a Latin 
esdogium in verfe prefixed to the French edition of his 
*worky that he is called nobili confultiflimoque Emanueli 
D'Aranda, I. V. L* 

^hefe adventures ivere voriiten above 1 50 years agot 

and are nova perhaps unknown in the literary vnorld. In 

this v)0Yk there is every appearance of candor^ and the 

concurrence of various circumftances corroborate the prt^, 

fumption of its truths 
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CHAP. L 



^Je Thamctam and Chrthagemam the original inhahiUmtSm 
DefiruSiion of Carthage* Expuljion of the Romans hj 
ihe Vandal Sm Irruption of the Saracens , Arah princes 
fubdued. Zteneti dejlroyed. Succeeded hy the Shariffs^f 
Hafcen^ In danger, from the Spaniards* Barharojfa '^ 
mited^ His treachery and cruelty m Is defeated and killed 
iy the Spaniards^ 

THERE J8{>erhap8 jk) problem mhiAory fo 
itngular and unaccountable as the decadence 
of tbe power and fplendor of the extenfive States of 
Sarbary; which, whik Cairthage was in the meri- 
dian of its glory, were the fca< of unrivalled grcat- 
nefs, ttiA anterior to Rome itfelf in arts, in fciencCf 
in magnificence and refinement* 

The original inhabitants of this country, ac- 
cording to the moil authentic hiilorians, were ^la^ 
Phoenecians, and after them the Carthaf enians, the 

l^rmidable 
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14 HISTORY OF ALGIERS. 

formidable rivals of the Romans, and one of the 
moll warlike nations of antiquity. The beginning*^ 
of the Carthagenian hillory, like that of all other 
nations, is extremely obfcure and uncertain, la 
the 7ih year of Pygmalion king of Tyre, h s fifter 
Eliza, or Dido, is faiJ to have fled, with fome of 
her companions and vaflals^ from ihe cruelty aad 
avarice of her brother Sichseas. 

She firli touched at the Uland of Cyprus, where 
Ihe met with a prieft of Jupiter, who was defirous 
of attending her ; to which Ihe con Tented. At that 
lime it was a cuftom in the ifland of Cyprus, for the 
young women to go, on certain dated days ^before 
marriage, to the fea-fide, and there to look for 
ftrangers, that might poffibly arrive on their coaRs, 
in order to proftitute themfelves for gain, that they 
might thereby acquire a dowry^ Out of thcfe wo- 
men, the Tyrians fele6led eighty, whorn they car- 
ried along with them, and then failed dired^ly for 
the coaft of Africa : and at lalt fafely landed in the 
province called Africa Propria^ not far from Uti- 
ca, a Phoenician city of great antiquity. The com- 
mon fable is, that the Phoenecians impofed upon the 
Africans in the following manner : They defired 
for th-ir intended fettlement, only as much ground 
as an ox's hide would encompafs. This requeft the 
Africans laughed at ; but they were furprized 
when, upon granting it, they faw Eliza cut the hide 
into the fmaileft ihreds, by which means it fur- 
rounded a Jarg^e territory ; in which (he built the ci- 
tadel called Byrfa* The learned, however, ex- 
plode this fable ; but it is certain that tlie Cartha- 
genians for many years paid an annual tribute to the 
Africans for the ground they poffeffcd. 

From this period commences the hiftory of the 
r'arthagenians, one of the znoft celebrated nations of 

antiquity, 
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HISTORY OF ALGIERS. . 15 

antiquity^ whofc armies under the ccmipand of 

Hannibal, and oilier eminent generals, invaded the 

Roman territory, ai;d threatened the downfal of 

Rome itlelf. But it is not the defign cf the prefcnt 

work to enter into a detail of this hidory, which 

would form of itfelf a large and intercft ng volume. 

The city of Carthage, by order of the jRon^an 

Senate, was plundered and deftrcyed by the Roman 

army under iEmilianus. Before he proceeded to 

execute their order, he performed thofc religious 

ceremonies which were required on fuch occafions. 

He firft facrificed to the gods, and then caufed a 

plough to be drawn round the walls of the city. 

After this, the towers, ramparts, walls, and all the 

works which the Carthagemans had raifcd in the 

courfe of many ages^ were levelled with the 

ground. The edifices of this proud metropolis 

•were: fet on fire,, wiiich confumed them ail, not a 

fingie houfe efcaping the flames. The fire began 

in all quarters of the city at the fame lime, and 

continued to burn with incredible fury for the fpace 

of feventeen days, at the end of which time the 

whole city was re<hjced to ailies. 

Thus fell Carthage, about €46 years before the 
birth of Chrifi. The tr^afure carried off by iEn i* 
llanus, even after it was plundered by the foldiers, 
according to the computation of Pliny, amounted 
104,470,000 poun Is weight of filvcr. About 
twenty-four years after this eve?. t C. Gracchus undi4> 
took to rebuild it* Maxentius laid it in aflies atrout 
. the fixth or fcvcnth year of ConHdntinc's^eign, and 
OenferiCj king of the Vandals, took it in the year 
439 after Chrift; but ^bout a century afterwards it 
was re-annexed to the Roman empire by the renown- 
ed Belifarius.. At* lad the Saracens, under Ma- 
homet's . futceffors, towards the <;lofe of the fevcnth 

century, 
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i6 HISTORY OF ALGIERS. 

century, (o completely dcftroyed it, that there arc 
now fcarce any veftigcs of it remaining. 

After the redudtion of the Carthagenian empire, 
the Romans for a long time maintained their power 
in Africa, But in the year 426, Bonifacius fuprcmc 
governor of all the Roman dominions in this quarter, 
being compelled to revolt by the treachery of another 
general called Aetius, and finding himfelf unable 
to contend with the whole ftrength of the Roman 
empire, invited Genferic king of the Vandals to his 
aid ; who thereupon abandoned his conquers in EJU- 
rope, and paffed over into Africa, Bonifacius, how- 
ever, being foon after reconciled to his cmprefsPla- 
cidia, endeavoured in vain to perfuade the Vandals to 
retire. Hereupon a war enfucd, in which the barbari- 
ans proved vidonous,and quickly avcr-ra nail theRo* 
man provinces in Africa. In the year 435, a peace was 
concluded ; whereby'Numidia and fomc other coun- 
tries were ceded to the Vandals, who foon after feized 
the red* But thefe barbarians did not long enjoy 
their conquefts : for about the year 535, Belifarus, 
the Greek emperor Juftinian*s general, drove them 
out, and annexed the provinces to the eaftern empire. 

In the year 647, ifte Saracens, having conquered 
Mefopotamia, Egypt^ Phoenicia, Arabia and Palcf- 
tine, broke like a torrent into Africa, which they 
quickly fubdued. This laft revolution happened 
about the middle of the feventh century ; and the 
Arabs continued f^aders of the country till 
the year 1051. This year, one Abubeker-bcn- 
Omir, or as the Spaniards call him, Abu-Tcx- 
efien, an Arab of the Zinhagian tribe, being pro- 
voked at the tyranny of thofe de(^ots, gathered, by 
the help of ^ his marabouts or faints, a mod power* 
ful army^ of malcontents, in the foulhern provinces of 
Numidia and Lybiat His followers were nick- 

named 
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•HISTORY OF ALGIERS. 17 

named Marabites or Morabitcs ; oy the Spaniards 
Mmoravidts ; probably from their being affemblM 
principally by the faints, who were alfo called Mo* 
rabites. The khalif of Keyem's forces were at thfs 
ti'oc engaged in quelling other revolts in Syria, 
M^fopotamia, &c. and the Arabs in Spain entered 
into ihe moft bloody wars ; for that Texcfien having' 
nothing to fear from them, had all the fuccefs he 
couid wifh a-gainft the Arabian cheyks or petty ty* 
' raMts, whom, he defeated in many battles, and at 
la] drove them not only out of Numidia and Ly- 
bi s but out of all the weftern parts, reducing the 
whole province of Tin5;itania under his dominion.. 
Texelien was fuccecded by his fon Yufcf, or Jo- 
feph, who was a warlike prince. In the beginning 
of his rcrgn he laid the foundation of the city of 
Morocco, which he intended as the capital of Lis 
empire^ During the buildirjoc of this city he fent 
an embafly of marabouts to Tremefen, a province 
of Algiers, for the purpofe of reftoririg the Zeneti, a 
Mahometan fe6l, to the true faith, as it wascalle^. 
But the Zeneti contemning all overtures of this na- 
ture, a (Tumbled at Amaf, or Amfa their capital,' 
a«d mur'ercd the arr.baiTadors. Not content with' 
this a6\ of outrage and infolence, they invaded Jo- 
fcph's dominions with an army of 50,000'men. 

Jofeph jufliy exafperated at thefe proceedings, 
levied an army with all po (lib le expedition, inva- 
dvd their territory, and dcRroycd all before hina. 
with fire and Iword* The Zeneti inftead of repel- 
ling the invifion, retreated towards Fez, . where 
they cxp^^dcd affillauce. But they were fatally dif- 
app >ir;ted in this expe^ation ; for the Fczzans 
marched out againfl them, and meeting the mife- 
rablc Zeneti, encumbered with their families and ' 
baggage, and ready to expire with hunger and fa- 
B. 2 - tlgue, 
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i8 HISTORY OF ALGIERS. 

tiguc, fell upon them an! cut them all to pieces, 
except a few who wci-e either drowned in their at- 
tempts to fwim acrofs a river, or da(hcd to pieces 
from the precipices of rocks to which their enemy 
had purfued them. 

In the mean time the march of Jofeph's army 
• was marked by havoc and dcfolation ; the territory 
of the unhappy Zeneti was defolated and reduced 
to a heap of fmoking ruins. Their country was, 
however, foon after re-peopled by numerous immi- 
grations of Fezzans, who formed colonies under 
the protection of the reigning princes. -Recording 
to the moA authentic accounts it appears, that nearly 
a millon ofmen, women and children, of the Zeneti^ 
lod their lives in this murderous campaign- 

Jofeph, who was a prince of reftlefs ambition^ 
was not long difpofed for peace. He proclaimed 
war againO the Fezzans whom he rendered tribu- 
tory, and extended his conquefts along the coafts 
of the Mediterranean. His next attack was upon 
fomc Arabian cheyks, whom he purfued through 
the Lybian defarts with fuch fury, that neither the 
clifts of the moft craggy rocks, nor fecret rcceflcs, 
afforded them (helter from the vengeance of their 
purfuers. He reduced all their caftles and fortreffcs, 
which till then were deemed impregnable, and the 
extent of his conquefts fpread general conflcrnatioii 
and grief through the other nations of Africa* 

Thus was the empire of the Morabites founded ; 
bat its exirtance was of (hort duratioa; for they 
were expelled from their new poffeffions in the 12th . 
century by Mohavcdin a marabout- This race of 
pricfts was fubJued by Abdulac, governor of Fer, 
who was diverted in his turn of his new conquefts, 
ii\thc 13th century, by the Shariffs of Hafccn, who 

were 
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were the dcfceodants of thofcf Arabian princes 
whom Abu-Tcxcficn had formerly conquered. 

The Shariffs divided their new acquired domi- 
ons into feveral petty provinces, and the kingdom 
of Algiers was divided into Trcmcfen, Tenez, 
Algiers Proper, and Bujeyah,for their greater fecu- 
rity againil the invafions of neighbouring princes* 
The four firft monarchs laid fo folid^ foundation to 
their empire, by a judicious balance of power, that 
ihey continued in mutual peace and harmony for 
feveral fucceeding centuries ; but the king of Tre* 
mcfen having violated fome articles of their com- 
pa6t, Abul-Farez declared war againft him, and re- 
duced Tremefen to a tributory kingdom. 

Abul-Farez did not long furvivc this event, flis 
kingdom was divided among his three fons, and mu- 
tual difcord and animofity was the confequcnce of 
this divifion. Debilitated by thele commotions, 
they became an eafy conqueft to the Spanifli govern- 
ment, who tranTported a powerful fleet and army 
againll Barbary, under the command of the Count 
of Navarre, in the year 1505. This commander 
foon completed the conqueft of Oran, Bujeyah, and 
other important cities ; which fpread fuch an alarm 
among the Algcrines, that they invited the pio- 
te6^ion of Sclim Eutemi, an Arabian prince re- 
nowned for the prcwefs cf his arms. He came to 
their aflRfiance with a large army of l^is moft warlike 
fubje£ls, attended by Zaphira his queen, and a fon 
about twelve years of age. T his force was not, how- 
ever, fufficient to repel the incurfiorts of the Spa- 
niards; theyetFedled the landing of an army the fame 
year near the city of Algiers, and compelled the me- 
tropolis to become tributory to Spain. Nor could all 
the powers of E4itemi prevent the cflablilbment of a 
formidable Spanifh garrifon of 200 men on the ifland, 

ill 
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in front of the city,, which did iitMnenlls damage to 
the corTairs that attempted to fail either in or out oi 
the harbour. 

To this galling yoke the Aligerl-nes were obliged to 
fubmtt, aid they continued tributory till the death 
of Ferdinand king of Spain j which happened in, the 
year 15 15. They were then determined to. fhakt? 
oii'lhcir Spaniih yoke, and in order to efi^etiuate tliis 
dsllgn, they lenl an erabaday to Aruch BarbaroflTcf, 
to folicit his aflijlcince agaiuft the Spaniards, and pro- 
mifjj hi.n an ade^qjatc compenicition for his ferviccs. 

B.irbarofTa, fo called from the red colour of hW 
beard, was the fon of a potter in the ifle of Lefbos^, 
b^inijj prompted by a /elUels and.enterprifing fpirityV 
he and bis brother Hay radio torfook- their father, 
and joined a crew of pirates. In this new profelTion 
they fooii diitinguiihed tfiemfeives by their acti* 
vity an I pvowcis ; they became miiitlers of a fn»aU 
brigantine, and conduct^rd their piracies with fuch 
fucccfs, that they foon aflembled a fleet of twelva 
galleys, befides many veffels of finalier force. Bar-* 
baroffi was admiral of this fleet, and HavKidJn fe- 
cond in cp-nmmd. Their names foon becantc ten'i^ 
Jjle from the Straits of the Dardanelles to thofe of Gi-» 
braltar. Their ambitious views extended with their 
power: being no lefs dreaded for their valour ihaa' 
their furprifing fuccefs, and while a6^ing as cor* 
fairs, they alfumed the ideas, and acquired the ta-n 
lenls of conquerors. They often carried the prizes 
they had taken on the coafls of Spain and Italy,: 
into the ports of- B'arbary. The convenient fitua- 
tion of thefc harbours, lying fo near the great com* 
mercial ftates of Chriflendom, prompted them to 
the d-*(ire of eifciiling an ertabliihment in the country- 
of Barbary, An opportunity of accomplilhing this^- 
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projeft foon prcfcnted itfclf, and they did not fuf- 
fer it to pafs unimproved. 

BarbarofTa received the Algcrine cmbaffy at Hi- 
gir, about 170 miles to the eaflward of Algiers. He 
promifed them every afGOance in his power, and (c- 
cretly exulted info favourable an opportunity of ren- 
dering himfelf maftcr of their city. To carry his dc- 
(igns into execution, he fitted out a fleet of 18 gal- 
leys, on board of which was embarked a powerful 
Turkifti army, with a fine train of artillery, and am- 
ply provided with military Aores, and difpatched 
them to the city of Algiers. 

Barbaroifa in the mean time advanced toward 
the city by land, with an army of 800 Turks, 3000 
Jigelites, and 2000 Moorifti volunteers. But intlead 
of taking the neareft road to Algiers, he dire6\ed his 
courfc towards Sharfhelf (about 60 miles weft of 
Algiers), where Haflbn, another famous cor fair un- 
der his command, had fettled himfelf; and dif- 
patched a mcffenger to his fleet,- which by this time 
had anchored at Algiers, with orders to repair im- 
niediateiy to Sharftiel. His defign by thi^ march 
was to puniih the treachery of Haflan, who had fe- 
duced a confidcrable part of the fleet ilationed there 
into his fervicc, and was upon the point of making 
a dcfcent upon theSpan'fhcoaft. But he was much 
aHoniihed when he found Barbarofla was fo near, and 
inftantly prepared to oppofe the approach of his 
army ; but diJbovering the inefficiency of the force 
he had raifed, he deemed it moft prudent to adjuft 
all difFerenccs by an amicable compromife, and af- 
ter he had received a promife of pardon from his 
commander, furrendered himfelf a prifoner. Bar- 
barofla, however, felt little difpofed to pardon the 
offence, and, by his command, HafTan was execu- 
ted in the prefence of the Turkifh armyt 

After 
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After thefe events, he compelled the people of 
Sharihel 'to acknowledge Kim as their fovereijgn, and 
garriibncd a d^^tachment of his army m that place 
for the fecurity ok his conqueft. His arniy and fleet 
then diredled their courfe towards Algiers. On the 
approach of his dtrir.y be was met by Selim Eutemi^f 
then regent of Algiers, attended by an immenfe: 
concourle of people fiom the city, who welcomed 
this celebrated conqueror, whom they deemed in- 
vincible, with cvtry dernoilftration of joy# He 
Wis conJucied into the city amidft the acclamations 
of ihc people, and lodged in one of the noblcft. 
apartments of Eutemi's palace, where a moft fump- 
tuous banquet was prepared for his entertainment. 

Elated beyond meafure with the great marks© dif- 
lihdtion which.wereconferred upon him, heconceived 
thcdefign of becoming king^of Aigiers. The day. 
after his arrival he commenced his arrangements for 
tb^ redu(Stion of the Spaniards,, who had been fo 
long obnoxious to the Algerines. He ordered an 
entrenchment to be formed,, and a batte»^y raffed 
ag nn(^ Spanilh fortrels Rationed upon a fmall tOand 
in the nar lour, about 5C0 yards from the city. Bo?» 
fore the commencement of the intended fiege of fha 
illand, he difpatched a courier to the Spaniih garri^ 
fon, to inform them^ihat up^n condition they wOuld 
furrender the fortrefs they ihould be well treated 
and lent to Spain ; but if not, they (hculd all be 
P it to death. The commander of the garrifon re- 
jected all overtures of capitulation, and returned 
for anfwer, that he would hold out till tlie very laft 
extremity, 

inccnfed at this anfwer, Barbarofla commenced 
a brifk cannonade of the ifland, which was kept up, 
with little intermiflion, for twenty days; but hi« 

ordn;^Qca(. 
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erdnancc, confiding only of fmall field piccc5| 
mude but litilc imprcfiion upon the garrilan. 

In the mean time, the greater part of BarbarofTa's 
army were rioting in every fpecies of cxcefs, and in 
♦heir intercourfc with the citizens, comm ted every 
ij«ct of violence and atrocity. The Al^eiintswcre focn 
roufed to a fenfe of their dangc , and*Se iin tutemi, 
greatly exaiperated at the outrages of the Tuiks, 
entreated Barbaroifa to withdraw his army Irom the 
city* But his lolc view now was the conqueft of 
the city, and the more efFed^ually to accomplilh his 
projei^, he refoived to murder liutemi in a private 
manner, and to proclaim himfelf king ot Algiers. 

In order to execute his defign, he Hole into a 
fmall apartment where Eutcmi had one day retired 
for the purfjofe of bathing, and finding the prince 
alone, he fuddenly feized him and ftrangled him 
to death. When he had perpetrated this atrocious 
aft, he fecretly M^ithdrcw, and lefttlie prince float- 
ing in the water. Returning (hortly after with 
his attendants, to the bath, he affefted great afto- 
nilhment at the death of Eutemi, who, he alleged, 
had been drowned in a fwoon. 

His death was, however, generally imputed to 
the cruelty of Barbarofla, and the citiz.ens, who 
were panic ftruck at this event, feemed more anx* 
ious to fcreen themfelves from oppreffion, than to 
avenge the death of their fovercign. 

Barbarofla nowcaufed himfelf to be publicly pro- 
claitiied king ; and, as he rode along the Orejets, 
his Turks and Moors exclaimed, ** Long live king 
Aruch Birbarofla, the invincible king of Algiers, 
ike chofcn of -God to deliver the people from the 
oppreffion ef the Chriflians; and defirud^ion to all 
that fhaU oppofe, or rcfufc to own him as their 
lawful fovereign." Thcfc laft threatening words 
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fo Intimidated the inhabitantSi already a|)prehen(ivie 
of a general maffacre, that he was immediately ao 
knowJedged king; and he fummonedall the wealthi- 
er part of the citizens before him, to whom he promifed 
honors and promotion if they would acquiefce in his 
fovereignty. The unhappy princefs Zlaphira made 
an Unfuccefsful^attempt to Aab him with a dagger ; 
but not fucceedingy it is faid (he poifoned herfelfi to 
avoid the brutality of her new fovcreign. 

Barbarofla was no fooner feated on the thronry 
than he treated his new fubjefts with fuch cruelty, 
that they ufed to (hut up their boufes, and hide 
themfelvcs, when he appeared in public. The 
Turks finding themfelves complete maOers of the 
town, indulged themfelves in every fpeeies of vio* 
lence and rapacity. Their enormities commenced 
with infulting language, and the fcene terminated 
in public plunder, murder, and the violation <yf 
women. 

In this extremity of infuU and mifery, the citi- 
zens held a fecret correfpondence with the gover* 
norofthe Spanifh garrifon ; in which they inform* 
ed him that a plot was laid to malTacre the whole 
Turkifh army, folicited his afliftancei and promif- 
cd, in confequeace, to become again tributory to 
the king of Spain. 

The commander readily acceded to their wifliesi 
and the following plan was devifed. A confidcra* 
ble number of Moors, with daggers concealed un- 
der their clothes, were to enter the city for the 
purpofe of trading ; at the iame time a number of 
galliots without the town were to be fet on fire ; 
and while the Turks were gone to extinguifli the 
flames the gates of the city were to be ihut upon 
them, and the Spaniards to be inftantly landed from 
the garrifon to afiift the citi^enst But the vigilance 

of 
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'of Barbarofla difcovered the confpiracy ; in confe- 
■qucnce of which, he ftrongiy fortified the town, 
augmented his guards both in the galliots and at 
thQ city-gates, and thus totally fruftrated this deep 
laid fcheme. 

The moft tragical events fuccceded this difcovery. 
For though Barbaroffa had detected the confpircy, 
yet he pretended he had notdifctovered the principals; 
and one Friday (which is the Mahon^etan Sunday) he 
paid a vifit to the grand Mofque in the city, where the 
chief part of the confpirators had convened. An 
uncommon concourfe of people aflcmblcd, and a- 
mong the crowd the tyrant had ordered a number 
of his Turks to be Rationed. The moment their re- 
ligious ceremonies commenced, Barbarofla ordered 
the doors of the Mofque to be iliut, and the whole 
congregation to be made prifoners: out of whom he 
feletled twenty of the principal leadersof the fadiion, 
whom he conceived to be the moft obnoxious, and by 
his orders they were inftantly led into the fleets and 
there beheaded. After the execution of this atrocious 
order their bodies were expofed naked to public view, 
and their heads rolled about the city for fcveral days, 
till at length becoming offenfive, they were buried 
in a dunghill. This event took place in the year 

While thefe things where (ranfa£\ing Selim Eute- 
jni'sfon, apprehenfive of danger, fled to Oran, where 
he put himfelf under the prote<5\ion of the marquis 
of Gbmarez, general of that place, and laidbefore that 
nobleman a plan for putting the city of Algiers into 
the hands of the king of Spain. Gomarez approv- 
ed of the plan, and fent young Selim Eutemi to Spain, 
where he laid his fcheme before Cardinal Franci/co 
Ximenes and the councilsof Spain, who likewife ap- 
proved of it, and fent a fleet with io,cooland forces, 
C under 
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under (he command of young Selim and Don DJege 
de Vera, to reftorc the young prince to his kingdom- 
But deplorable was the fate of this army ; for thcy^ 
were no fooner come within fight of Jand, than^*Sf 
tempeft arofe, which raged wiih fuch violence that 
the whole fleet was involved in dcilrudion ; many 
veffels ran foul of each other ; feme were fwallowed 
up by^the ocean, and others dafhcd to pieces againft 
the rocks. Young Selim and Ximenes were never 
heard of again ; and thus was the greatcft part of 
this army dcHroyed ; thofe who efcaped the vio- 
lence of the elements were either murdered by tlic 
Turks, or fubje6\ed to the moft mifcrable (lavery. 

The pride of Barbarofla was greatly elated at 
this difafter, and though he had nothing to boaft on 
this occafion, yet his vanity and infolence were now 
dwelled to fuch a degree, that he imagined himfejf 
invincible, and fancied that the very elements had 
confpired to render him fo. By this misfortune all 
hopes were lotl of expelling Barbarotla, and re- 
floring the heirs of Selim to the regency of Algiers. 

Barbaroffa*s tyranny became at length fo infup- 
portable, that the Arabians, who inhabited the low- 
er parts of the country., implored the afliftance of 
Hamidel Abdes king of Tenez to drive the Turks 
out of Algiers. That prince undertook to grant 
them all the aid in his power, upon condition that 
the Arabians would agree to fettle the kingdom on 
himfelf and hisdefcendants. 

This propofal v\as readily accepted, and Hami- 
del Abdes immediately fet out at the head of an ar- 
my of 10,000 Moors. He began his march in June 
1 5 17, and, upon his entering the Algerine domi- 
nions, was joined by all the- Arabians in the coun- 
try, who openly avowed thcmfelves the enemies of 
the tyrant. Barbaroffa, gaining intelligence of the 
* * approach 
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approach of flamidel AbJes, ralfed an army of 
rooo TurkiTn mufquetcer:^, and 500 Granada 
Moors, and configning the govcinmeot of Algiers , 
to the care of his brother Hayradin, cameout witli 
this i noon fid CLrabl;^ force to meet Flamidel Ab- 
dcs. After a marcli of about twelve leagues to 
die weflward of Algiers, Barbarofri came up 
with him, and a defperate engagement commen- 
ced. Victory was for fome time dubious, and the; 
mort horrible carnage enfued. But the Turks, be- 
ing^ difciplined* to the ufe of fiie arms, difplayed 
greit fuperiority* and the enemy having only ar- 
rows and javelins, bc^,m to pive way. Their n^*- 
merous army was totally defeated, and Barbaroll i 
purfued them to the gatrs of their capital ; of 
whibh he eafUy made himfclf mailer. 13 midet 
Ahdes ftill retrcatetl towards mount Atlas, and th-^ 
unfortunate city, without the lead icftiuncc, f|Il 4 
vi6tim to every fpccies of violence and brutality, 
and BarbaroiFa w^as proclaimed king. 

The fame of thisdecifive vivflory was foon fpread 
over all Africa, and no fooner had Barbaroffa be- 
come mafler of Tenez,. than he received an embalFy 
from the inhabitants of Tremefen,(aboi.t 50 leagues 
weftward), who were diflatisfied with the admin»iflra- 
tion of their king, principally on account of his 
having dethroned his nephew ; whom he obliged to 
fly toOran ; and they offered to invert BarbarofHi 
even with the fovereignty, in cafe he accepted their 
propofal. An application of this nature, as may 
well be imagined, was highly pleafing to him, and 
he was determined not to lofc fo favourable an op- 
portunity of expending his conquetU. In cortfe* 
quencc of this cmbalTay he wrote to his brother 
Hayradin to fend him forward fome pieces of ar« 
tiilcry and military ftores ; and upon the receipt 

of 
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of thefe articles he fet out for Tremefen, having 
configned the command of Tcnez to his third bro- 
ther Ifaac Benijoub. 

l^he king of Tremefen, not fufpe£ling the 
treachery of his fubjc6is, raifed an army of 6000 
horfe and 3000 foot, and met the tyrant in the 
plains of Aganel in advance of the city, where a 
bloody a6^ion took place; in which the king, unable 
to ftand before Barbaro{ra*s artillery, was totally * 
routed, and fled with the remains of his army to the 
capital, where he was taken prifonerand beheaded 
by his fubje6\3. After which they fent ambadadors 
with his head to Barbaroffa, and ordered- them to 
deliver the keys of the city into the hands of the 
conqueror. 

Two days after, he made a triumphal entry into 
Tremefen, amidll the acclamations of a njuhiiudc 
of citizens, who met him, and treated him with 
every mark of attention. As foon as he was in 
pofleilion of the city, he began to tyrannize as 
ufual ; but his new fubje6is foon convinced him 
they were not fo paflive as the citizens of Algiers. 
Sufpicious of ©ppofition to his adminiftration in the 
government of Tremefen, and apprehenfive of a 
precarious reign in confequence of his enormities, 
he entered into analliance with Muley Hamct king 
of Fez, each Hipulating to render each other mutual 
afiiftance agqinft their enemies. After which he 
took care, for the purpofe of greater fecurity, to 
garrifon Tremefen with troops, as well as the reft of 
the cities in his kingdom, fome of thefe, however, 
foon after revolted ; upon which he fent one of his 
corfairs, named PZfcander, no lefs ferocious than him- 
felf, to reduce them. Ifaac Benijoub in particular, 
the commander of Tenez, became extremely ob- 
noxious in his adminiltration ; whiclvinduccd a ge- 
neral 
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neral revolt among the Moors of the country, aad he 
fell a vi6lim to their fury. 

The Trcmefenians foon repented fincerely that 
they had courted the afliftancc of fuch a tyrant ; and 
held confultations on the mod cfFe^^ual means of 
expelling him from their city, and reftoring Abu- 
chen Men, their lawful prince. But their cabals were 
foon difcovercd, and a great number of the confpi- 
ralorswere malTacred in the moft cruel manner. 

Abuchen Men, who had fortunately efcaped to 
Oran, was taken under the prote6lion of the mar- 
quis of Gomarez, who fent immediate advice of it 
to Charles V. then latcjy arrived in Spain, with a 
powerful fleet and army, and gave him a particular 
account of the tranfa6\ions that had taken place in 
Afpca. Charles immediately ordeicd an army of 
JO,ooo men to be raifed and put under the command 
of Gomarez, and the guidance of Abuchen Men ; who 
began their march towards Trcmefen ; and in their. 
way were joined by prince Selim w iih a grcst num- 
ber of Arabs and Moors. Their firft refolve was to 
atack the important fortrefs ofCalau, fituatcd be- 
tween TremeTen and Algiers, and commanded by 
thecoxfair iifcander, at the head of about 300 
Turks. They inveOed it clofelyon all fides, with a 
defign to decoy BarbarofTa from Tremefen to its re- 
lief, and to a i lord the Tremcfenidns an opportunity 
of Ihutting their gates agvurift him. But the tyrant 
keptc'ofe lodged in his capital, embarrafi'ed by the 
fears of a general revolt, and the dangerous delays 
of the king of Fez, who had negle<Sled to fend for- 
ward the auxiliaries he hid promifed. The garrifon 
of Calau in the mean time made a vigoroi slefence, 
and in a foriie they niade in the night killed ceo 
Spaniards. This encouraged them to make-a /econd 
fally; but they were repulfed with great IoIg, and 
C 2 Efcander 
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Efcander himfelf.was wounded. Th^ garnfon uh- 
ablc to hold out any longcr,tapitulated upon honor- 
able terms; but they were all maffacred by the 
Arabians except fixteen, who clung clofc to the 
ftirrupsof the king and the Spanilh general 

After the redudlion of this fortrefs they began 
their march to lay (iegc to Tremcfen. Barbaroffa' 
receiving Intelligence of their approach, was deter- 
mined to wait no longer for reinforcements from 
the king of Fez, and came out of his capital with ^ 
troop of 1 500 Turks and 5000 Moorifti horfe, to op- 
pofe the progrefs of the Spaniards. But gaining in- 
telligence of the fupcriority of their force, his coun- 
cils advifed him to return and fortify himfclf in his 
capital. This advice however came too late. The 
inhabitants of Tremefeti had (hut their gates againfl: 
him, and were refolved to open them only to their 
lawful foveieign,when he appeared. In this extrem- 
ity he deemed il moft prudent to retire to the citadel, 
and defend himfclf there till he could find an oppor- 
tunity of ftealing away with his men and trcafure» 
Here he made a vigorous defence,^ but his pro- 
, virions falling, he etfe6ted his efcape by night, 
through a fubterraneous paflage, which he had 
caulcd to be dug for that purpofe, and carried ofF 
all his immenfe treafures with him. But his flight 
was foon difcovered, and Gomarez ordered an im- 
mediate purluil. Barbaroffa finding himfelf fo 
clofely purfued, caufed a confiderablc quantity of* 
money, plate, jewels, &c. to be fcattered along 
the rout he had taken, in order to amufe the enemy, 
and to retard their purfuit in gathering it up, while 
he eiie:tcd the paflage of the river Huexda, But 
tlils ilrata-^cm, ihrough the vigilance of the Sparjiih 
conirn.;n(rer, did rot facceeci ; for Gomarez, order- 
ed liii ni:n to m^.ch on, without waiti::g to gather 

up 
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up the fpoils, and they foon overtook the fugitive 
on the banks'of the river, about eight leagues from 
Tremefen. Barbaroffa had juft croffed the river 
with his vanguard; and the Spa nifli army furioufly 
attacked his rear on the other fide, and cut (hem all 
to pieces. Gomarez then crofled the river, and a 
bloody engagement cnfued, in which his Turks 
fought with the greateft fury. But being overpow.- 
cred by numbers, the tyrant fell, and 1500 Turks 
were left dead upon the field of battle. 

Thus terminated the career of this powerful ty- 
rant, who died in the year 15 19, in the 44th year 
of his age ; four years after he had afpired to the 
royal-title of Jigel of the adjacent country ; two 
years after he had alTumed the fovereignty of Al- 
giers ; a twelvemonth after the redu6lion of Tre- 
mefen ; and after he had infefled the feas and 
fpread havoc and defolatien through the country 
of Barbaiy for the fpace of fourteen years. 

After this important victory Gomarez returned 
in triumph to Tremefen, amidft the fliouts of the 
multitude, who came out to meet him, with the 
head of Barbarofla carried upon the point of a fpear ; 
and Abuchen Men was proclaimed, king, to the 
great joy of all the inhabitants. 

About fourteen days after the battle, the king 
of Fez made his appearance at the head of 20,oco 
Mooriih horfe ; but hearing of Barbarofla 's defeat, 
he retired with all poflible expedition, to avoid an 
attack from the enemy. Gomarez foon after de- 
parted from Tremefen, and returned to Oran, 
leaving Abuchen Men in peaceable poflefEon of 
bis kingdom. 
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CHAP.. II. 

Barlnrojjfa fucceeded by Hayradin. Redu8ion of the Spa* 
ni/I:> fortrefs in front of the city* He is raifed to the 
dignity of baJhniM of the empire^ and Haffa7i Aga is ap^ 
pointed in his ftend, Charles Vth's expedition againfi 
Algiers* The city in great confer nation. Singular pre- 
diclion of a mad prophet 'verified, Spanijh fleet deftroyed 
hy a ftorm. Siege of Algiers raifed. The mad prophet 
rexvarded, Uajfan reduces Tremefen*. Bujeyah. taken 
fro'n the Spaniards, Haffan Corjo ele&ed bajhanjj*. He 
is put to deathy and fucceeded by Tekelli, Hayradin^s 
fon Hajpit reivjiatedn The Spaniards defeated. Siege 
of Marfalqui'ver, Succeeded by Mahomet * John Gaf- 
cons enterprifa and death. The Algerines become formi^. 
dable to Europe, Various, expeditions. Become indepen* 
dent of the Porte, Defpcratc undertaking of four brothers^" 

THE news af BarbarofTa's death fpread the utinofl 
conflernation among the Turks at Algiers ; and, 
his brother Hayradin was immediately proclaimecf 
king. The Sp^niih commander v^ry imprudently 
negle^Sled to follow up his victories at this aufpicious 
junclure,and lent back the emperor's forces without 
attempti:io; the redudlion of Algiers. Idayradin in his 
prelenl critical fituation, apprehenfivc of a Spaniih 
inv.j(ion,and dreading the confequencesof his tyrany 
and that of hi<ofiicers, fent an embafly to folicit the 
protc:\ion of the Grand Signior; which was rea- 
dily granted. He was appointed Bafhaw or Viceroy 
of Algiers, and received luch confidcrable rein- 
forcements 
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forccments as completely cffe6^cd the fubjugallon of 
the unhappy Algcrines, who duift not make the 
\ea(\ refinance or complaint. In confequenc,e of 
thefe reinforcements, his armies were further aug- 
mented by fuch numbers of Turks that continually 
re for ted to. him, that he was enabled not only to 
keep the Is^oors and Arabs in fubjciStion at home, 
but to annoy the Chriftians at fea. 

His next ftep was the r€du6tion of the Spanifh 
fortrefs in front of the city, which was a great nuif- 
ancc to the metropolis, and of which the Spaniards 
held pofleflion till the year I530, His galleys 
were, in confequence, always obliged to anchor 
near the gate of Babazon, out of the reach of their 
cannon, where they were continually cxpofcd to 
the danger of lempefls. He was therefore deter- 
mined to reduce it, and his firft attempt was by ftra^. 
tagem. Having made choice of two Moorifh lads, 
and given them inftruftion^ how to a6^, he fent 
them to the fort, where they rcquefied permiflion 
to enter, declaring that they were defirous of em- 
bracing the Chriftian religion, and refiding with 
the Spaniards. The lads were received and treat- 
ed with great kindnefs ; and one Eafter Sunday, 
while Martin de Vargas, the commander, and his 
men were at church, thefe lads afcendcd a tower 
that commanded a profpc6l of the city, from whence 
they waved a flag, as a fignal, that the Spaniards : 
were ofF their guard. The flag being obferved by 
the commander's fetvantmaid, fhe ran immediately 
and acquainted her mafter with the circumilance. 
Vargas and his men repaired to the tower infiantly, 
M'here they fcized the lads, and prepared to oppofc 
the landing of the enemy. Hayradin finding his 
plan had mifcarried, defifted from his defign ; and 
when. the alarm had fubfidedi the two lads were . 
\ brought 
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brought out, and at the cornmand of Vargas,, were- 
botli hanged upon an eniiiience in fight of the city- 
Hayradin was greatly cxilperated at the fight, and 
was refalved upon the immediate redudlion of th« 
fort. Whereupon hedifpatched a renegado to ihe fort 
to acquaint Vargas, that if he would deliver up the 
garrilon, he and his men fhould be well treated,, 
aiid font to Spain ,* but if not, they (licaild all be, 
put to death. Vargas returned for anfwcr, that he: 
would hold out to the lall extremity* Haraydin up' 
on the receipt of this, anfwer,. raifed a formidable 
battery, and commcuced a vij^orous canqonadc upoa. 
the iilani, which continued for fifteen days and 
nigiits without intcrmiiTion ; at the end of which 
time almoft all the walls of the garrifon were bat- 
tered dovvn, and the ajrcatefc part of the bcfieged' 
wore killeJ. Hayradin iio^^ ordered a dcfcent to- 
be made upon the illuiJ,. which was effetled with- 
out oppofition, and the whole garrifon were made 
prifoners. Vargis futfjred imprifonaient for about 
three months, at the end of which time he was or- 
dered into the prcfcnce of Hayradin, and baftina- 
docd to death. 

After this event he fet about building a flrong 
mole from the illand to the city, for the protection 
of his ftiips, and in this he employed 30,000 Chrif- 
tian (laves, who were engaged in this work for 
three years without intermiflion, in which time the 
work was completed. He then caufed the fort ta- 
ken from the Spaniards to be repaired, and placed 
9 llrong girrifon in it to prevent foreign veffels 
from entering the harbour without giving an ac- 
count of themlelves. By thcfc two important 
works, Hayradin foon became dreaded not only 
by the Arabs and Moors, but alfo by the maritime 
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Chriftian powers, cfpecially the Spaniards. The 
viceroy failed not to acquaint the Grand Signior 
with his fuGcels, and obtained from him a frelh 
fupply of nnoney, by which he was enabled to 
build a ftronger forf, and to erect batteries on all 
places that might favour the landing of the enemy. 
All rhefe have fince received greater improvements 
from time to time, as often as there was occafion 
for them. 

In the mean time the Sultan, either oiiJ of a fenfe 
of the great fervices Hayradin had done, or per- 
haps out of jealcufy left he fhould make himfclf 
independent, raifed Hayradin to the dignity of 
bafliaw of the empire, and appointed Haflan i^ga, 
a Sardinian renegado, an intrepid warrior, and an 
experienced officer, to fucceed him as baihaw of 
Algiers. Ilaffan had no fooner taken pblLflion 
of his new government, than he began to pur- 
fue his ravages oa the ISpanifh coaft with greater 
fury than ever ; extending them to the eccleiiafti- 
cal ftates, and other pans of Italy. But Pope Paul 
111. being alarmed at tliis, exhorted the emperor 
Charles V. to fend a powerful fleet to fupprefs 
thefe frequent and cruel piracies ; and, that no- 
thing might be wanting to render the enterprifc 
fuccefsful, a bull was publilhed by his holinefs, 
wherein a plenary abfolution of fins, and the 
'Crown of martyrdom, were promifed to aU thofc 
who either fell in battle, or were made Haves. 1 he 
emperor on his part needed no fpur ; and therefore 
fct fail at the head of a powerful fleet, confiding 
of 1 20 ihips and 20 galleys, having on board 
30,000 chofen troops, an immenfe quantity of 
money, arms, amunition, &c. In this expedition ma- 
ny young nobility and gentry attended as volunteeis, 
and among thefe maay knights of Malta, fo remark- 
able 
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able for their valour againfl the enemies of Chrif- 
tianity. Even ladicsof birth and charadler attended 
Charles in his expedition, and the wives and 
daughters of the officers and foldiers followed them 
with a defign to fettle in Barbary after the conqucft 
was completed. All thefe meeting with a favour- 
able wind, foon appeared before Algiers: every 
(hip difplaying the SpaniQi colours on the ftern, 
and another at the head, with a crucifix to fervc 
them for a pilot. 

By this prodigious armament the Algerincs were 
thrown into the utmoft confternation. The cily 
was furrounded only by a wall with fcarce any out- 
works. The whole garrifon confided of 800 Turks 
and 6000 Moor^ without fire-arms, and poorly 
'difciplined and accoutred ; the reft of their forces 
being difperfed in the other provinces of the king- 
dom to levy the ufual tribute on the Arabs and 
Moors. The Spaniards lajided without oppofition, 
and immediately built a fort, under the cannon of 
which they encamped, and diverted the courfe of 
a ipring which fupplied the city with water. Being 
nbw reduced to the utmoft diftrefs, Haflan receiv- 
ed a fummons to furrender at difcretion, on pain 
of being put to the fword with all the garrifon. 
The herald was ordered to extol the vaft power of 
the emperor both by fea and land, and to exhort 
him to return to the Chriftian religion. But to 
this HafTan only replied, that he muft be a mad- 
man that would pretcjid to advife an enemy, and 
that the advifed muft ftill a£l more madly who 
would take counfel of fuch an advifer. He was, 
however, on the point of furrendering the city, 
when advice was brought him, that the forces be- 
longing to the weftern government were in full 
march towards the place; upon, which it was re- 

folved 
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folvcd to defend it to the utmoft. Charled, in the 
mean time, rcfolving upon a general afiault, kept 
a conftant firing upon the town ; which, from the 
weak defjpnce made by the garrifon, he looked up^ 
on as already in his hands. But while the divan, 
or Algerine fenate, were deliberating upon the 
moft proper means of obtaining an honorable capi« 
tulation, a mad prophet, attended by a multitude 
of people, entered the aflcmbly» and foretold the 
fpeedy deftruAion of the Spaniards before the end 
of the mooo, exhorting the inhabitants to hold out 
till that time. This prediflion was foon verified 
in a mo{} furpriiing and unexpe£led manner : for, 
on -the 28th of O£^ober 1541^ a dreadful dorm 
of wind, rain, and hail, arofe from the north, ac« 
companied with violent fhocks of earthquakes, and 
a difmal univerfal darknefs both by fca and land ; 
fo that the fun, moon and elements feemed to com- 
bine together for the deftru£iion of the Spaniards. 
In one night, fome fay in Icfs than half an hour, 
86 ftiips and 15 galleys were deAroyed, with all 
their crews and military fiores ; by which the ar- 
my on fliore was deprived of all means of fubfift- 
ence. Their camp alfo, which fpTead itfelf along 
the plain under the fort, was laid quite under wa- 
ter by the torrents which defcended from the neigh- 
bouring^hiils. Many of the troops, by trying to 
remove mto fome better (ituation, were cut in pie- 
ces by the Moors and Arabs ; while fcveral gal- 
leys, and other veifcls, endeavouring to gain fome 
neighbouring creek along the coafls, were immedi- 
ately plundered, and their crews maflacred by the 
inhabitants. 

The next morning Charles beheld the fea co- 
vered with the fragments ^ (hips, and the bodies 
of men, Jhorfes and other creatures fwimmang on 
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the waves; at which he was fo <3i<heartcncd that 
he abandoned his tents, artillery, and all his heavy 
baggage , to the enemy, and marched at the head of 
his. army, though in no fmall diforder, towards 
cape MalatuXf in order to reimbark in thofe vef- 
fels which had weathered out the florm# But Haf- 
fan., who had watched his motions, allowed him 
juft time enough to get to the fhore, when he fal- 
Jied out and attacked the Spaniards in the midH of 
their hurry and confufion to get into their fhips, 
killing great numbers, and bringing away a flill 
greater number of captives ; after which he return- 
ed in triumph to Algiers, where he celebrated, - 
with great rejoicings, his happy deliverance from 
fuch diftrefs and danger *• , 

Soon after this the prophet Yuftf^ who had fore- 
told the deftruftion of the Spaniards, was not only 
declared the deliverer of his country, but had a 
confiderable gratuity decreed him, with the liber- 
ty of excrcifing his prophetic fun£lion un moled ed« 
It was not long, liowever, before the marabouts, and 
fome interpreters of the law, made a ftrong oppo- 
fition againit him ; remonftrating to the bafhaw, 
how ridiculous and fcandalousit was to the nation, 
to afcribe their deliverance to a poor fortune-teller, 
which had been obtained by the fervent prayers of 
a faint of their own profeffion* But though the 
bafhaw and his divan feemed, out of policy, to 
give into this laft notion, yet the impreffion which 
Yufef's predictions, and their lateaccompliihments, 
had made upon the minds of the common people, 
proved too ftrong (o be eradicated ; and the fpirit 
of divination anisponjuring has fince got into fuch 
credit among them, that not only their great ftatef- 

men 

♦ Some of the old Ej^gKih hiftorians irform us, that this 
d^ftru^ion of the Spaniardii was occafioned^jjg//fJ'-cr^/ / 
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men, but their priefts, marabouts, and fantoons, 
Jiavc applied thcmfclves to that ftudy, and digni- 
fied it with the name of Mahomtfs Revelations. 

The unhappy Spaniards had fcarcc reached their 
fhips, when they were attacked by a frelh ftorm, in 
• which feveral more of them pcriihed ; one (hip in 
particular, containing 700 foldlcrs, befides failors, 
funk in the emperor's fight, without a poffibility of 
faving a finglc man. At length, with much labour, 
they reached the port of Bujeyah^ at that time pof- 
fcffed by the Spaniards, whither Haflan king of 
Tunis foon after repaired, with a fupply of provi- 
fions for the emperor, who received him gracioufly, 
with frclh aflurances of his favour and prote6^ion. 
Here hedifmifled the icw remains of the Maltefc 
knights and their forces, who embarked in three 
fhattered galleys, and with much difficulty .and 
danger reached their own country^. Charles himfelf 
ftaid no longer than tfll the. 1 6th of November, when 
he failed for Carthagena, and reached it on the 
25th of the fame month. In this unfortunate (ex- 
pedition upwards of 120 (hips and galleys were ^oft, 
above 300 colonels and other land and fea officers, 
8000 foldiers and mariners, befides fhofe deftroyed 
by the enemy on the reimbarkation, or drowned 
in the laft\ftorm. The number of prifoners was 
fo great, that the Algerincs fold fome of them, by 
iVay of contempt, for an onion per head* 

HafTan, elated with this viftory, in which- he 
had very little (hare, undertook an expedition a- 
gainft the king of Tremefen, who, being now de- 
prived of the affiftance of the Spaniards, was for- 
ced to procure a peace by paying a vaft fum of 
money, and becoming tributory to him. The bafliaw 
returned to Algiers, laden with riches ; and foon 
after died of a fever, in the 66th year of his age. 

From 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



40 HISTORY or ALGIERS. 

From this time the Spaniards were rtever alfle to 
aYinoy the Algcrincs in any confiderablc degree. 
In 1555, they loft the city of Bujeyah, which was 
taken by Salha Raisy Haffan's fucccflbr; who next 
year fet out on a new expedition , which he kept 
a fecrety but was fufpedted to be intended againft 
OVan : but he was fcarccly got four leagues from 
Algiers, when the plague, which at that time ra- 
ged violently in the city, broke out in his groin, and 
carried him off in 24 hours* 

Immediately after his death the Algerine fol- 
diery chofe a Corfican renegado, Haflan Corfo, in 
his room, till they Ihould receive further orders 
from the Porte. He did not accept the ba(haw(hip 
without a good deal of difficulty ; but. immediately 
profecuted the intended expedition to Gran, dif- 
patching a meflenger^ to acquaint the Porte' with 
what had happened. They had hardly begun their 
hoftilities againft the place, when orders came from 
the Porte, exprefsly forbidding Haflan Corfo to 
begin the fiege, or, if he had begun it, enjoining 
him to raife it immediately. This news was receiv* 
ed with great grief by the whole fleet and army, 
as they thought themfelves fure of fuccefs, the 
garrifon being at that time very weak. Neverthe- 
lefs, as they dared not difobey, the fiege was im« 
mediately raifed. 

Corfo had hardly enjoyed the dignity four 
months, before news came, that eight galleys were 
bringing a new baihaw to fucceed him ; one Tekel- 
li, a principal Turk of the Grand Signior's court ; 
upon which the Algerines unanimoufly refolved not 
to admit him* By the treachery of the Levantine 
foldiers, however, he was admitted at lafti and the 
unfortunate Corfo was thrown over a wall, in which 
a number of iron hooks were fixed ; one of which 

^ caught 
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caught the ribs of his right fide, and he hung three 
day&in the moft exquifite torture before he expired* 

TekelH was no fooner entered upon his new 
government, than he behaved with fuch cruelty, 
that he was affaffinated, even under the dome of a 
faint, by Yufef Calabres, the favorite renegado 
of HaflUn Corfo ; who for this fervicc was unani- 
moufly chofen ba(haW| but died of the plague fix 
days after his eledlion* 

Yufef was fucceeded by Haflan the fon of Hay- 
radin, who had been formerly recalled from his 
baftiawfhip", when he was fucceeded by Sclha Rais; 
and now hadv got the good fortune to get himfelf 
reinlVated inr his employment. Immediately oft his 
arrival, he engaged" in a war with the Arabs, hy 
whom he was defeated with great lofs. Th# next 
year, the Spaniards undertook an expedition againft 
Moftagan, under the command of the count d'Al- 
candela ; but were utterly defeated, the comman- 
der himfelf killed, and 12,000 taken prifoners. 
This dtfafter was owing to the inconfiderate rafh- 
nefs, or rather madnefs, of the commander ; which 
was fo great, that after finding it impoffible to rally 
his fcattered forces, he ruflied, fword in hand, into 
the thickeft of the enemy^s ranks, at the head of a 
fmall number of men, crying out, ** St* Jfago! St^ 
Jfago ! the vidory is o^urs, the enemy is defeated ;" 
foon after which he was thrown from his horfe,- 
amd trampled to death- 

Haffan having had the misfortune to diTpleafe his 
fubje^ls, by allowing the mountaineers of Cuco to 
buy ammunition at Algiers, was fent in irons to 
Conftantinople, while the agaof the Janifaries, an3'- 
general of the land forces, fupplied his place. 
Haffan eafily found means to clear himfelf; but a 
new bafliaw was appointed, called Achmet ; who 
D. '4L was 
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tvas no fooner arrived 9 than he fent the t^ro deputy- 
bafhaws to Conftantinople, where their heads were 
flruck off. Achmet was a man of fuch infatiable 
avarice, that upon his arrival at Algiers, all ranks 
of people came in Ihoals to make him prefent^ ; 
which he the more greedily accepted, a« he had 
bought his dignity by the money he had amafled 
while head gardener to the Sultan. He enjoyed it, 
however, only four months; and after his death, 
the Hate was governed other four months by Kislieu* 
tenant ; when Haflan .was a third time fent viceroys 
to Algiers, where he was received with the greateft 
demohn rations of joy. 

The firft enterprife in which HafTan engaged, 
was the fiege of Marfalquiver, fituated near the ci* ' 
ty of Oran, which he defigned to invert immedi- 
ately after. The army employed in this fiege con- 
fifted of 26,000 foot and 10,000 horfe, befides 
which he had a fleet confifting of 32 galleys and 
galliots, together with three French veflcls laden 
with bifcuit, oil, and other provifions. The city 
was defended by Don Martin de Cordova, brother 
ef the count d'Alcandela, who had been taken pri- 
foner In the battle where that nobleman was killed, 
but had obtained his liberty from the Algerlnes 
with immenfe fums, and now made a mort gallant 
defence againrt the Turks. The city was attacked 
with the utmoft fury by fea and land, and feveral 
breaches were made in the walls. The Turkiih 
rtandards were feveral times planted on the walls, 
and as often diflodged ; but the place muft in 
the end have fubmitted, had not HaiTan been obli« 
ged to raife the fiege in hafte, on the news that the 
famous Genoefe admiral Doria was approaching 
with confidcrable fuccours from Italy. The fleet 
accordingly arrived foon after ^ but miffing, the Al- 

gerinc 
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gcrlne galleys, bore away for Pennon de Veicz, 
where they were (hamefully repulfed by a handful 
of Turks who garrifoned that place; which, how- 
ever, was taken the following yean 

In 1567, Haflan was again recalled to Conflan* 
tinople, where he died three years after. He was 
fucceeded hy Mahomet, who gained the love of 
the Algerines by feveral public fpirited a£tions* 
He incorporated the Janifaries and Levantine 
Turks together, and by that means put an end to 
their diflentions, which laid the foundation of the 
Algerine independency on the Porte. He likcwife 
added fome coniiderable fortifications to the city and 
caftle, which he defigned to render impregnable. 

But while he was thus ftudying the intcreft of Al- 
giers, one John Gafcon, a bold Spanilh adventurer, 
formed a defign of furprifing the whole piratic navy 
in the bay, and fettihg them ofi fire in the night 
time, when they lay defencelefs, and in their firft 
fleep. ^For this he had not only the pennifHon of 
king Philip II. but was furniftied by him with pro- 
per vcffels, mariners, and fire-works, for the exe- 
cution of his plot. With thefc he fet fail for Al- 
giers in the beginning of 06^obcr, the mod proper 
feafpn, when moft, if not all the {hips lay at an- 
chor there, and eafily failed near enough, unfuf- 
peAed, to view their manner of riding, in order to 
furprife them at a time when the greater part of 
their crews were difperfed in their quarters* He 
came accordingly, unperceived by any, to the .very 
mole-gate, and difperfed his men with their fire- 
works ; but to their great furprife, they found them 
fo ill mixed, that they could not with all their art 
make them take fire. In the mean time, Gafcon 
took it into his head, by way of bravado, to go to 
the roole-gate^ and give thr^c loud knocks at it with 

the 
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the pommel of his dagger, and to leave it fixed in* 
the gate by its pointy that the Algerines might have 
caufe to remember him. This he had the good 
fortune to do without meeting any difturbance or op- 
pofition ; but it was not fo with his men ; for no 
fooner did they find their endeavours fruftrated, than 
they made fuch a buflfle as quickly alarmed the 
guard poftedon^ the adjacent baftion, from which 
the uproar quickly ipread itfelf through the whoJc 
garrifon. Gafcon now finding htmfclf in the utmoft 
danger^ failed away with all poffible hafte ; but was 
purfuedj overtaken, and brought backa prifoner^o 
Mahomet ; who no fooner got him into his power, 
than he imn>cdiately caufed a gibbet of confideraWe 
height to be erefted on the fpot where Gafcon had 
la nd:^d, ordering him to be hoifted up, and hung by 
the feet to a hook, that he might die in extreme tor- 
ture ; and to {ho<V his refcntment and contempt of 
the king his niafter, he ordered hiscQmmiffion to be 
tied to his toes. He had not, however, hung long in* 
that ftate, when the C:aptain who took him, atccom- 
panied by a number of other cor fair s> interceded fo 
ftrongly in hisbehalf,that he was taken -down, and put 
under the care of a Chrifiian furgeofi ; but t\yo days 
after, fome Moors reporting that it was tire common 
talk and belief in Spain, that the Algerines durft 
not hurt a hair of Gafcon's head, the unfortunate 
Spaniard was hoifted up by a pully to the top of the 
execution-wall, and from thence thrown do^vn up- 
on hooks which were fattened in it, one of which 
caught him by the ribs as he fell, and gave him fuch 
a wound that be expired without a groan. — ^Thus 
ended the expedition of John Gafcon, which. has 
procured him a place among the Spanilh martyrs ; 
while on the other hand, the Algerines look upon 
his difappointmcnt to have l^eca miraculous, aild 

owing; 
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owing to the efficacious protc£iion of the powerful 
faint Sidi Outededda^ whofe prayers had raifed fuch 
a terrible ftorm againft the Span!(h fleet* 

Mahomet being foon after recallcdi was fucceed- 
ed by the famous renegado Ochaliy who reduced 
the kingdom of Tunis ; which, however, remain- 
ed fubje6i to the viceroy of Algiers only till the 
year 15861 when a ba(hawof Tunis was appointed 
by the Porte. 

The kingdom of Algiers continued to be go* 
verned till the beginning of the feventeenth centu- 
ry, by viceroys, or bafhaws appointed by the Porte ; 
concerning whom we find nothing very rf^markable, 
further than that their avarice and tyranny was 
intolerable b#th to the Algerines and the Turks 
thcrafclves. At laft the Turkifti Janifaries and 
militia becoming powerful enough to fupprefs the 
tyrannic fway of fhefe baihaws, and the people 
being almoft exhauAed by the heavy taxes laid up- 
on them, the former refolvcd to dcpofe thefe petty 
tyrants, and fet up fome officers of their own at the 
head of government. The better to fuccecd in this 
attempt, the militia fent a deputation of fome of 
their chief members to the Porte, to complain of 
the avarice and oppreffion oi thefe baihaws, who 
funk both the. revenue of the ftafe, and put the mo- 
ney remitted to it from Conflantinople into their own 
coffers, which ihould have been employed in keep- 
ing up and paying the foldiery ; by which means 
they were in continual danger of being overpower- 
ed by the Arabians and Moors, who, if ever fo little 
affifted by ^ny Chridian power, would hardly fail 
of driving all the Turks out of the kingdom. They 
reprefented to the Grand Vizir how much more 
honorable, as well as eafier and cheaper, it would 
be for the Grand Signior to permit them to choofe 

their 
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their own dey, or governor, - from among thenr-i 
felvcs, whofe intcrell it would then be to fee that 
the revenue of the kingdom was rightly applied, ia 
keeping up its forces complete, and Supplying alj 
other exigencies of the ftate, without any farther 
charge or trouble to the Pottc than that of ^liow« 
ing it prote6^ion. Oh their part, they engaged ^l- 
M'ays to acknowledge the Grand Signiors as their 
fovereigns, and to pay them their ufual allegiance 
and tribute, to refpeft their bafhaws, and even to 
lodge and maintain them and their retinue, iA a 
manner fuitable to their dignity> at their own 
charge. The baftiaws, however, were for the fu- 
ture, to be excluded from affifting at any but gche- 
ral divans, unlefs invited to it ; and from having 
the liberty of voting in them, unlefs when their id- 
vice was afked, or the intereft of the Porte Vl^as 
likely to fufter by their filence. All other con- 
cerns, which related to the government of Algiers, 
were to be wholly left under the diredion of the 
dcy an^ his divan. 

Thefe propofals having been accepted by the 
Porte, the deputies returned highly fatisiied ; arid 
having notified their new privileges, the great di- 
van immediately proceeded to_tbe election of a dey 
from among themfelves. They compiled a wc\9 
code of laws, and made federal regul^itions for the 
better^ fupport and maintenance of this new form of 
government, to the obfcrvation of which they obli 
ged all their fubje£ts to fwear ; and the militiaj 
navy,- commerce, &c. were all fettled pretty near- 
ly on the footing upon which they now ftand : 
though the fubfequent altercations that frequently 
happened between the balhaws and deys, the one 
endeavouring to recover their former power, and 
the other to .curtail .it, cauftgd fuch frequent com- 
plaints 
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plaints and difcontents at the Ottoman court, as 
made them frequently repent their compliance. 

In the year 1601, the Spaniards, under the com- 
maod of Doria the GenoeP: admiral, made ano- 
ther attempt upon Algiers, in which they were more 
jfortunate than ufual, their fleet being only driven 
back by contrary winds, fo that they came off with*- 
lout lofs. In 1609, the Moors being expelled from 
Spain, flocked in great numbers to Algiers ; and 
as many of them were very, able failors, they un- 
doi4)tedly contributed to render the Algerine fleet 
fo formidable as it became foon after ; though it 
is probable the frequent attempts made on their ci- 
ty would alfo induce them to increafe their fleet. 
In 1616 their fleet confided of 40 fail of ftiips be- 
tween 200 and. 400 tons, their admiral 500 tons. 
It was divided into two fquadrons, one of 18 fail, be- 
fore the port of Malaga ; and the other at the Cape 
of Santa Maria, between Lifbon and Seville ; both 
of which fell foul of allChriftian fliips, both French 
and Englifli, with whom they pretended to be in 
friendfhip, as well as Spaniards and Portuguefe, 
with whom they were at war* 

The Algerines now became very formidable to 
the European powers. The Spaniards, who were 
■nioft in danger, and leaft able to cope with them, 
foljcited the affiftance of England, the pope, and 
other ftates. The French, however, were the firft 
who dared to fliew their refentment of the perfidi- 
ous behaviour of thefe mifcreaqts; and in 161 7, M. 
Beaulieu was fent againft them with a fleet of 50 
nienof war, who defeated their fleet, too,k tv/o of 
their yeflfels, while their admiral funk his own 
ftip and crew, rather than fell into his enemies 

■ - ' '° 
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In t620f a fquadron of Engliih men of war was 
fcnt againft Algiers, uhdcr the command of Sir 
Robert Manfcl ; but of this expedition we have no 
other account, than that it returned without doing 
any thing ; and the Algerines becoming more and 
more infolent, openly defied all the European 
powers, the Dutch only accepted; to whom in 1625, 
they fent a propiofal^ ,dirc6lcd to the prince of 
Oraiige, that in cafe they would iit out 20 fail •f 
ihips the following year, upon any good fervice 
againft the Spaniards, they would join them with 
60 fail of their own* 

The next year, xhtCoulolieSf ot CologlieSf (the 
children of fuch Turk« as had been permitted to 
marry at Algiers), who were enrolled in the mi- 
litia, having feized on the citadel, had well nigh 
made themfelves maimers of the city ; but were at- 
. taeked by the Turks and renegadoes, who defeated 
them with terrible flaughter. Many fcores of them 
were executed, and their heads thrown in heaps 
upon the city walls, without the caftern gate. Part 
of the citadel was blown up ; and the remaining 
Coulolies were difmifled/rom the militia, to which 
they were not again admitted till long after. 

In 1623, the Algerines and other dates of Barbafy 
threw off their dependence on the Porte altogether, 
and fet up for tfeemfelves. What gave occafion to this 
was the 25 years trucjre which Sultan Amurath IV. 
was obligcd^ to make with the emperor Ferdinand 11. 
to prevent his being overmatched by carrying on a 
war againft him and the Sophi of Perfia at the fame 
time. As this put a flop to the piratical trade of 
the Algerines, they proceeded as above mentioned^ 
and refolved that whoever defired to be at peace with 
them, muft, diftin£lly and feparateljr, apply to 
their gove£ament* No fooner was this refolution 
'" adopted 
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adopted, than the Algerines began to make prizes 
of fcvcral merchant fhips belonging to powers at 
peace with the Porte. Nay, having felled a Dutch 
fhip and polcacre at Scanderoon, they ventured on 
fhore ; and finding the town abandoned by the 
Turkiih aga and inliabitants, they plundered all ihc 
magazines and warchoufes, and fct them on fire. 

About this time Lewis XIII. undertook to build 
a fort on their coafts, inllead of one formerly built 
by theMarfilians, and which they had demolifhcd. 
This, after fome difficulty, he accompliftied ; and 
it was called the Bajlion of France : but the fitua- 
lion being afterwards found inconvenient, the 
French purchafcd the port of La Calle, and ob- 
tained liberty to trade with the Arabians and 
Moors. The Ottoman court, in the mean time, 
was io much^ embarraffcd with the Perfian war, 
that there was no Icifure to check the Algc- 
rinc piracies. This gave an opportunity to the 
vizir and other courtiers to compound matters with 
the Algerines, and to get a (hare of their prizes, 
which were very confiderable. However, for form's 
fake,a fevere reprinvmd, accompanied with thrg^tii,- 
was icnt them ; to which they replied, that " jp^^fc 
depredations deferved to be indulged to them^fee- 
ing they were the only bulwark againft the ChffT- 
tian powers, efpecially agginft the Spaniar«te, tln^ 
fworn enemies of the Moflem name. Adding, ** that 
if they (hould pay a punctilious regard to all that 
- would purchafe peace, or liberty to trade with the 
Ottoman empire, they would have nothing to do 
but {tl fire to all their fhipping, and turn camel- 
drivers for a livelihood." 

In the year 1635, four young brothers of a good 

family in France, entered into an undertaking io 

defperate, that perhaps the annals of knight-er- 

E xantry 
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jTantry can fcarccly furniftia piJjMttcl; — This was n« 
lefs than to retort the piracies. ^Mme Algerines upon 
ihcmfclvcs ; and as they indifcriminately took the 
fliips of all nations, fo were thefe heroes indifcrimi- 
nately to take the (hips belonging to Algiers; and 
this with a fmall frigate of ten guns!— list this ridicu- 
lous undertaking loo volunteers embarked; a Mal- 
tefe commiffion was procured, togetheriP^ith an able 
mafter and 36 mariners. They had the good fortune, 
on their firft fetiing out, to take a (hip laden with 
wine, on the Spaniih coaft : with which they were 
fo much elated, that three days after they madly- 
encountered two large Algerine corfajrs, .one of 20 
and the other of 24 guns, both well manned, and 
commanded by able officers. Thefe two large vcf- 
fcls having got the fmall frigate between them, 
racked her fo furioufly with broadfides, that they 
foon carried away her mainntdft : notwithAanding 
which, the French made fo defperate a refiftance, 
that the pirates were not able to take them, till 
the noife of their firing brought up five more Al- 
gerines; when the French vcffel, being almofl 
torn to pieces, was boarded and taken* The 
young knight-errants were puniftied for their teme- 
rity by a dreadful captivity, from which they rc- 
tdeemed themfelves in 1642, at the price of 6oao 
,4ollar9. 
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y%^ Algerines fit out a formidable fleets *which is totally 
defiroyed by the Venetians, Algiers in great confufion at 
the neius. The Algerines fit out a nenv fleet • A Dutch 
merchantman defeats a number of their galleys, Lenuis 
XIV, makes preparations againft Algiers. The city bom* 
hrarded and fet on fire by the French, The Algerines 
commit gre^t ravages in France, Their city again hem- 
hardedi fet on fire^ and almoft defiroyed* They fue for 
peace. Capt, Beach burns feven of their /hips. The 
Turkijh baJhaiM expelled. The Spani/h expedition of J'j'^^.,' 

THE Algerines continued to profccurc their pira- ' 
cics with inTpunity, to the terror and difgracc 
of the European powers, till the year' 1652 ; when 
a French fleet being accidently driven into Algiers, 
the admiral took it into his head to dcmaqd a re- 
leafeofall the captives of his nation, without ex- 
ception. This being refufed, the Frenchman, with- 
out ceremony, carried otF the Turkilh viceroy, and 
his cadi or judge, who were juft arrived from the 
Porte, with all their equipage and retinue. The 
Algerines, by way of reprifal, furprifed the Baf- 
tion of France already mentioned, and carried off 
the inhabitants to the number of 600, with all their 
efFe£ls ; which fo provoked the admiral, that he 
fcnt them word that he would pay them another 
vifit the next year with his whole fleet. 

The Algerines, undifmayed by the threats of 
the French admiral, fitted out a fleet of 16 galleys 

and 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



It HISTORY OF AX^GIERSi 

and galliots, excellently manned and equipped, 
under the command of admiral Hali Pinchiriin. 
The chief *de(ign of this armament was againft the 
treafureof Loretto ; which, however, they were 
prevented by contrary winds from obtaining. Upon 
this they made a defcenton Puglia, in the kingdom 
of Naples ; where they ravaged the whole territory 
of Nccotra, carrying off a vaft number of captives, 
and among them fome nuns. From thence fteering 
towards Dalmatia, they fcoured the Adriatic % and 
loading themfelves with immenfe plunder, left thofc 
coafts in the utmoft confternation. 

At lad the Venetians, alarmed at fuch terrible 
depredations, equipped a fleet cf 28 fail, under 
the command of admiral Capello, with exprefa , 
orders to burn, fink and take all the Barbary cor- 
fairs he met with, either on the open fea, or even 
in the Grand Signior's harbours, purfuant to a late 
treaty of peace with the Porte. On the other 
hand, the captain bafliaw, who had been fent out 
with the Turkifti fleet to chafe the Florentine and 
Maltefe cruifers out of the Archipelago, under- 
Handing that the Algerlne fquadron was fo near, 
fent exprcfs orders to the admiral to come to his 
affiflance, Pinchinin readily agreed ; but having 
firft refolved on a defcentupon the iiland of Lifla, 
or Liiina, belonging to the Venetians, he was over- 
taken by Capello, from whom he retired to Va- 
lona, a fea port belonging to the Gr^nd Signior, 
whither the Venetian admiral purfued him, but the 
Turkift) governor refufing to eje£l the pirates ac- 
cording to the articles of the peace between the Ot- 
toman court and Venice, Capello was obliged to 
content himfelf with watching them for fome time. 
Pinchinin was foon weary of reftraint, and ventu- 
red oat; when an engagement immediately enfu- 

cd. 
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ed, in which the Algerincs were defeated, and five 
of their veffclsdiTaWed ; with the lofs of 1500 men, 
Turks and Chriftian flaves ; befides 1600 galley* 
flaves who regained their liberty. Pinchinin, after 
this defeat, returned to Valona, where he was 
again watched by Capello; bvit the latter had not 
lain long, at his old anchorage before he received a 
letter from the fenate, defiring him to make no far- 
ther attempt on the pirates at that time, for fear of a 
rupture with the Porte. * This was followed by a 
letter from the governor of Valona, defiring him 
to take care left he incurred the Sultan's difpleafure 
by fuch infults. The brave Venetian was forced to 
comply'; but refolving to take fuch a leave of the Al- 
gerines as he thought they defervcd, obfe*ed how 
they had feared their tents, and drawn their booty 
and equipage along the thore. He then kept firing 
among the tents, while fome well-manned galiiots 
and brigantines were ordered among their fliipping, 
U'ho attacked them with fuch bravery, that, without 
any great lofs, they towed out their -16 galleys, 
with all their cannon, flores &c. In thh laft en- 
gagement, a hall from one of the Venetian gallies, 
J&ppening to flrike a Turkifh mofquc, the whole 
a<Slion was confidtred as an infult upon the Grarrd 
Signior. To conceal this, GapeHo was ordered to 
link all the Algerine fliips he had taken, except 
the admiral ; which was to be condu£\ed to Venice, 
and laid up as a trophy. Capello came ofF with a 
ftvere leprimind ; but the Venerians were obliged 
to buy, with 500,000 ducats, a peace from the Porte. 
The Grand Signior oftored to repair ihe lofs of 
the Algerines, by building ten galleys for them, up- 
on coiidition th^t they (liould continue in his ferv^e 
fill the end of the enfuing fummer ; but I'incb^- 
nin, who kn-evr how^ little the Algerines chofe to 
E 2 lie 
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lie under obligations to him, civilly (Jeclincd the 
©fFer. 

In the mean time, the news of this, defeat and 
Jofs filled Algiers with the utmoft grief and confu- 
fion. The whole city w^s on the point of a ge- 
neral rnfurre£\ion, when the bafhaw and divan if- 
fued a proclamation, forbidding not only corii- 
plaints and outcries, under the fevereft penalties ; 
but all perfons whatever to take their thumbs from 
within their girdUsy while they were deliberating 
on this important point. In the mean tin>e, they 
applied to the Porte for an order that the Venetians 
fettled in the Levant ihould make up their lofs, But^ 
with tl^ the Grand Signior rcfufed to comply, and 
left them to repair their loffes, as well as build new 
(hips, in the beft manner they could. It was not 
long, however, before they had the fatisfadlion to 
fee one of their corfairs land, with a frefti fupply 
of 600 flaves, whom he had brought from the coaft 
of Iceland, whither he had been dire6led by a mif- 
creant native on board a Danilh ftiip. 

Our pirates did not long continue in their weak 
and defencelefs (late ; being able, at the end of two 
years, lo appear at fea with a fleet of 65 fail. The 
admiral Pinchinin equipped four galliots at his own 
expence; with which, in conjundlion with the 
chiayah, or fecretary of the balhaw of Tripoli, he 
made a fecond excurlion. This fmall fquadron, 
oonfifting of five galleys and two brigantines, and' 
manned with their moll able feaman, fell in with 
an En^lilh (hip of 40 guns; which, however, 
Pinchinin's captains rcfufed to engage ; but being 
afterwards reproached by him for their cowardice, 
they fwore they would attack the next Chriftian 
Ihip that came in their way. This happened to be a 
Dutch merchantman, of 28 guns and 40 men, deep- 
ly 
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ly laden, and unable to ufe her fails by reafon 
of a calm. Pinchinin immediately fummoncd her 
to furrendcr ; but receiving an ironical anfwer, 
drew up his fquadron, by means of oars, in the 
form of a half-moon, that they might pour their 
(hot all at once into their adverfary. But the mo- 
ment they were preparing to difcharge a tremen- 
dous broad fide into her, a breeze of wind fortu- 
nately fprung up, and enabled him to change his 
pofition ; which threw the Algerine fquadron into 
fuch confufion that they ran foul of each other ; 
burins: which Pinchinin ran his own galley along 
fide of the merchantman, and 70 Algerines beard- 
ed him with cutlaffes in their hands ; fome cutting 
away the rigging, and others plying the hatches 
-with hand-grenadoes ; but the Dutchmen, hav- 
ing well fccured thcmfelves in their clofe quar- 
ters, began to fire upon the Algerines on board 
Iheir veflcl from two pieces of cannon loaded with 
fmall (hot, which made fuch Daughter among them, 
that they were all either killed or forced to fubmit. 
Pinchinin, in the mean time, made feveral unfuc- 
cefsful attempts to relieve his men, as well as to 
furround the Dutchman with his other galleys : but 
that (hip lay fo deep in the water, that every (hot 
did terrible execution among the pirates. Every 
•effort to recover from their confufion was vain, and 
the Dutchman continued to pour into them fuch 
voUies of grape-(hot and bars of iron, that in lefs 
than ten minutes above 200 of them were killed, 
and a much greater number wounded ; among 
whom was the chiayah himfclf, who received a 
wound in the belly, of which he died fliortly af- 
ter. The fquadron now retired with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, and returned to Algiers in the moft dif- 
aaal plight. 

But 
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But though Pinchrnin thus returned iadifgrac^, 
the reft of the fleet captured va^ numbers of flaves, 
and an immenfe quantity of rich fpoils ; Infomuch 
that the Englifh, French and Dutch, were obliged 
to cringe to the Algerines, who foraetimes vouch- 
fafed to be at peace with them ; but fwore eternal 
war againft Spain, Portuga!, and Italy, whom they 
looked upon ^s the greateft enemies to the Maho- 
metan name. At laft Lewis XIV. provoked by 
the grievous outrages committed by the Algerines 
on the coafts of Provence and Languedoc, ordered, 
in 1 68 1, a confiderable fleet to be fitted out a- 
gainfl them, under the Marquis du Quefnc, vice- 
admiral of France. His firfl expedition was againft 
a number of Tripolitan corfairs ; who had the good 
fortune to outrow him,^nd Jbeltcr themfelves in the 
ifland of Scio belonging to the Turks. This. did 
not, however, prevent him from purfuingthem thi- 
ther, and making fuch terrible fire upon them as 
quickly deftroyed i4of their veflels, jaefides bat- 
tering the walls of the caftle^ 

This feverity feemed only to be defigned as a 
check to the piracies of the Algerines; bat, find- 
ing they ftifl continued their outrages on the 
French coaft, he failed to Algiers in Augufl: 1682, 
connonading and bombarding it fo furioufly, that 
the whale town was in flames in a very little time. 
The great Mafque was battered down, and moft of 
the houfes hid in ruins ; infomueh that the inhabi- 
tants were on the point of abandoning the place ; 
when. on a fudden the wind turned about,. and 0- 
bligcd Du C^uefne to return to Toulon. The 
Algerines immediately made reprifals, by fending 
a number of galleys and galliots- to the coafts of 
Provence, where they committed the moft dreisd- 
ful outrages, and brought away a vaft number of 
i. captives ; 
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captives : upon which a new armament was order- 
ed to be got ready at Toulon and Marfcillcs, a-* 
gainft the next year ; and the Algerines, having 
received timely notice, put themfelves into as a good 
ft ate of defence as the time would allow. 

In May 1683, Du Quefne with his fquadroncaft 
anchor before Algiers; when being joined by the 
Marquis d'Affranville, at the head of five ftout vef- 
fcls, it was refolved to bombard the town next day. 
Accordingly 100 bombs were thrown into it the 
firft day, which did terrible execution ; while the 
befieged made fomc hundred difcharges of their 
cannon againft them, without doing any confider- 
able damage. The following night the bombs 
were again thrown into the city in fuch numbers, 
that the dey's palace and other great edifices were 
almoft dcftfoyed ; fome of their batteries were dif- 
raounted,and fcveral veffcl? funk in the port. The 
dey and Turkirti baihaw, as Well as the v. hole fol- 
diery, alarmed at this dreadful havoc immediately 
fued for peace. Asa preliminary, the immediate 
furrendcr was infilled on, of all Chriftian captives 
who had been taken fighting under the French 
flag ; which being granted, 142 of them were ipa- 
raediately delivered up, with a promife of fending 
him the remainder as foon as they could be got 
from the different parts of the country. Accord- 
ingly, Du Quefne /cnt his commiflary-general and 
one of his engineers into the town ; but with cxprefs 
orders to infift upon the delivery of all the French 
captives without exception, together with the cf- 
fe£ls they had taken from the French ; and that 
Mezomorto their then admiral, and* Hall Rais one 
of their captains, fhould be given as hoftages. 

This hh demand having cmbarraffed the dey, he 
affembled the Divan, and acquainted them with It ; 

upon 
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upon which Mezomorto fell into a violent paflion^ 
and told the affcmbly, that the cowardice of thofe 
who fat at iTie helm, had occafioncd the ruin of Al- 
giers ; but'that, for his part, he would never con- 
lent to deliver up any thing that had been taken 
from the French. 

He immediately acquainted the foldiery with 
what had paffed ; which £o exafperated them, that 
they murdered the dey that very night, and on ihe 
morrow chofe Mezomorto in his place. This was 
no fooner done, than he cancelled all the articles of 
peace which had been made,, and hoftilities were 
renewed with greater fury than ever. 

The French admiral now kept pouring in fuch 
voliies of bombs, that, in Icfs than three days, the 
greateft part of the city* was reduced to a(hes, and 
the fire burnt with fuch vehemence, that the fea 
was enlightened with.it for more than fix miles ^ 
round; Mezomorto, unmoved at all thefedifaftcrs, 
and the vaft number of the flain, whofe blood ran 
in rivulets along the ftrcets ; or rather grown furv- 
rious and defperate, fought only how to wreak his 
vengeance on the enemy ; and not content. with 
caufing all the French in the city to be. cruelly mur- 
dered, ordered their conful to be tied hand and foot, 
and fattened alive to the mouth of a mortar, from 
whence he was (hot away againft their n^vy. By 
this piece of inhumanity Du Quefae was fo exafpe- 
rated, that he did ..ot leave Algiers till he had utterly 
deftroyed all their fortifications, Ihippinig, almoft 
all the lower part, and above two thirds of the up- 
per part of the city ; by whicji mea'^s it became lit- 
tle clfe than a heap of rui/is. 

The haughty Algjrines were now thoroughly con- 
vinced that they were not invincible; and, ;(hereforc 
immediately fent an embafly into France, beggipg 

in 
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in the nioft humble terms, for peacc^ which Lewis 
immediately granted, to their ipcxpreffible joy. 
They now begaa 10 pay fome regard to oiher na- 
tions, and to be a little more cautious how they wan-, 
tonly incurred their difpleai'u re. The iirfl bombard- 
ment by the French had lb far humbled the AJgerines, 
that they condefcended to enter into a treaty with 
England ; which was renewed, upon terms very ad- 
vantageous to the latter, in 1686. It is not to be fup- 
pofed, however, that the natural perfidy of the 
Algerines would difappear on a fudden : notwith- 
ftanding this treaty, therefore, they loft no oppor- 
tunity of making prizes of the Englifti ihips when 
they could conveniently come at them- ^Jpon fomc 
infringement of this kind, captain Beach drove 
them afliore and burnt feven of their frigates in 
1695 » which produced ^ renewal of the treaty 
^ five years after : but it was not till the taking of 
'Gibraltar and port Mahon, that Britain could have 
a fuffieient check upon them to enforce the obfer- 
vatJon of treaties ; and thefe have fince proved iuch 
>reftraints upon Algiers, that they ftill continue to 
pay a greater deference to the Englilh than to any 
other European powcr- 

The prefent century furnifties but few very re- 
markable events with regard to Algiers. The fa- 
*mous city of Qran was, however, taken from the 
Spaniards in 1708, which jhey recovered in 1737. 
In 1 7 10 (he Turkifti baihaw was expelled, and his 
office united to that of the dey. This introduced 
the form of government which ftill continues in 
Algiers, 

In 1775 the Spaniards made another defcent up- 
on Algiers. They fitted out this year a very formi- 
dable fleet confifting of fix fhips of the line, twelve 
frigates, nine xcbeques,and twenty-four other armed 

vcffels. 
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veffch, commanded by Don Pedro de Caftijon ; on 
board of whicli was embarked a body of 24447 
men, including infantry, cavalry, dragoons, artil- 
lerymen, mariners, and 600 dcferters to ferve as 
workmen, all under the command of Lieutenant 
general Condc de O'Reilly, a prrfonal favorite of 
the late king of Spain. They had J ike wife for land 
fervice 176 pieces of artillery, mortars, and howit- 
zers, with a fuitable quantity of military (lores* 
The Spaniards entertained the moft fanguinc ex- 
pedtations of fuccefs in this expedition, and % grand 
ceremonial was performed by the principal officers 
at the church of St. Francifco, in honor of La Pu» 
rijfima ConcepcioUf patroncfsof all Spain, imploring 
her prote6lion, and fuccefs to the king's arms, af* 
ter which O'Reilly delivered a pompoms oration. 

On the 23d of June the fleet fet fail from the port^ 
of Carthagena in Spain, and on the ift of July an-" 
chorcd in the bay of Algiers. They obfcrved a 
large encampment, placed behind a battery, eaft of 
the little river Xarach, which lies to the eaftward 
of the city, and feveral Moors on horfeback about 
the beach. On the fecond of July a council of (he 
principal officers was held, and orders were given 
that the troops fliould hold themfelves in readinefs to 
difembarkthe next morning at day-break. But as the 
fucceeding night was windyj and a fwell had fet in 
from the (hore, thefe orders were countermanded. 
From this day until the 6th was an interval of inac- 
tivity"; frequent councils were held, in which violent 
contefls arofe, and a quarrel cnfued between O'Reil- 
ly, and major general Rom^na, a Spaniard of an 
impetuous temper, who appearing to thwart the 
meafures of the commander in chief, received from 
him fome fcvcxc reproaches. 

On 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF ALGIERS. 6i 

On the 6th, all the principal officers were again 
aflemblcd to receive their ultimate inftru6\ions, 
when the orders of the 2d of July were ftrongly 
recommended ; which, however, offended the offi- 
cers in general, by allotting fevcrc punifhments 
for trivial negle6ls. In thefc orders the comman- 
der in chief en joined the troops not to break their 
order ; as nothing but united force arnd difcipline 
<:ould enfure them fucccfs againft an enemy fo ac- 
tive and (kilful in defultory war* He par-ticularly 
warned them of the practice of the Moors, who al- 
ways feign a raoft violent attack, and upon the 
Jeaft refiftancc fly with precipitation, in order to 
draw their enemy into an ambufcade. But he 
pointed out to them the very error which they after- 
wards committed, and the fnare into which they 
were betrayed. ^ On landing, he commanded each 
brigade to form a column of a company in front, 
iix deep ; and the guards of half a company in 
front : and dire£\ed them to gain fome heights 
which were fuppofed requifite to enfure fuccefs a- 
gainft the city. The difpofition of the march was 
ordered to be in four coluttins, with the light in- 
fantry in advance^ and on the flanks ; each column 
was to have foiir field pieces in front, to be increafed 
as exigencies might require : two redoubts were to 
be formed at the place of difembarkation, and a 
communication to be kept up between the array, 
. thofe fortifications, and the fleet. In the afternoon 
of *the 6th, fome fliips of war were ordered to fire 
againft three batteries to the eaft ward of Algiers. But 
ihey werc^ftationedat fo great adiftance, through the 
fear of being raked by the Algerinc batteries, that 
their (hot did not reach the fliorel— except thofeof the 
St. Jofep h, of 74 guns, which received fome damage 

from 
F 
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from the enemy. At fun -fct this. r^rrj cautious at- 
tack ceafed. 

On the 7lh at day-break, between eight and nine 
thoufand men were put on board of boats for land- 
ing. They advanced very near the (bore, about a 
mile to the weftward of the river Xarach, under the 
protection of fcven galleys, and two long boat« 
with a twelve pounder each ; not a Moor appear- 
ing to oppofe their landing. At fevcn o'clock in 
the morning they returned on board the tranfport5» 
and not a (hot was fired on either fide the Mhole 
day ! Orders were then given for the tranfport 
long boats to be manned with Spanifh feamen, and 
to be in readfnefs at day-break the next morning. 

On the 8tb at day-break the .{hips were poflcd to 
fcatter the different forts to the right and left of 
the place of difembarkation, and 8poQ troops were 
put on board of boats, which formed in fix columns^ 
at the head of which were the. grenadiers, preceded 
by the armed xebeques, galliots, .&c. that weie 
'1o cover their landing. The firing from the {hips 
began, and the troops , moved on to the place ©f 
difembarkation, where they efFefted their landing 
.on the beach, (about a league to the eaftward of the 
.city), between the intervals of iir in g from the cover- 
ing veffels ; and immediately above 80,000 Moors 
appeared in fight, two-thirds of which were caval- 
ry, under the bey of Copftantina ; but they did net 
attempt to oppofe the landing of the Spani{h for- 
ces. The Turks in ihe mean timejemaincd to 
defend the city, and not one of them appeared t© 
difpute the ground. It is faid that ihe iwhole num- 
ber of Africans colle61ed on this occaCon was not 
lei's than 150,000, of which 100,000 were cavalry^ 
^s foon.as the 8000 Spaniards had made good their 
landing, they formed fix. deep, according to or- 

^ers; 
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ders; the armed vcfTcIs divided to the right and 
left, to cover their flanks ; and the boats returned 
to bring the reft of the army on (liore with all ex- 
pedition. The troops of the firft difembarkation 
had fcarcely formed, when a detachment of the 
enemy appeared in their front ; but upon obfcrving 
2f movement of the Spaniards towards them, they 
fled in difordcr. The troops then marched for- 
ward, by the beat of drum, with the volunteers of 
Arragon and Catolonia in front, until they werf^ 
engaged in a clofc country, which the enemy had 
occupied in fmall parties ; but ported fo advanta- 
geoufly in ditches and fortreffes, that they made 
great havoc among the Spaniards, without receiv- 
ing any injury in return. The Spanilh grenadiers, 
and light infantry^ which had been detached in 
advance, wefc repulled. At this jundure they 
were reinforced by the troops of the fecond difem- 
barkation, and fome heavy cannon coming up 
which prote6led their march^ they again advanced 
towards fome inclofures, where they direiled a hea- 
vy fire ; but without being able to diflodge the ene- 
my. Great numbers of the Spaniards fell without 
gaining the leaft advantage ; in confequence of 
which their whole body fell into confufion. The 
zeal and intrepidity of the officers was infufficicnt 
to contain the men ; fome advanced, and others 
retired, in an indifcriminate manner, jufl as they 
judged it expedient, without any regard to the 
command of tlieir officers. While they were in this 
critical fituation, a drove of camels appeared, ex- 
tending on their left, condu6led by fome Moors, 
with a defign of drawing the fire of the enemy upon 
them. Great was tfle flaughter of the Spaniards, 
and in this extremity a cry was fpread that they 
were cut off by the Mooriih horfe. ^ The utmoft 

confufion 
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confufion fucceeded, and the whole body fled with 
the greateft precipitation, leaving on the field of 
battle an immcnre number of wounded, whom they 
were obliged to abandon to the mercy of their ene- 
mies. By this time the workmen and troops x)^ 
the third difembarkation were forming entrench- 
ments, which they had already fortified with three 
eight pounders ; which did great execution ; at 
the fame time the Tufcan commanders drew their 
ft;igatcs clofe into (horc, and kept up fuch a 
well-direfted fire, that the Spaniards were enabled 
to make good their retreat into tlieir entrenchments^ 
which were, however, fcarcely larg^ enough to 
contain their army. In this crowded fituation they 
were much annoyed by a thirty-fix pounder whiclv 
the enemy brought out of one of their batteries, 
and an elevated fire from the fort of Xarach con- 
tributed much to the mifchief. The Moors at- 
tacked them in their trenches, but they were rc- 
pulfed with great (laughter, and in this fituation 
the Spaniards remained till dark, when they began 
their re-imbarkation in great tumult and confufion ; - 
but what difcovered the ignorance of the Moors^ 
was their neglefting fo favourable an opportunity of 
obtaining tlie complcteft of victories. 

The lolsfuftained by the Spaniards on this-occa-^ 
lion, amounted to 27 officers killed, and 191 wound- 
ed; 501 men killed, and 2,088 wounded. The 
Marquis of Romana was killed at the head of iiis 
brigade in the commencement of the aftion. The 
lofs of the Moors it is iaid, was between five and 
fixthoufand killed, and as many wounded; but this 
ieems improbable *• The government of Algiers 

had 

* The above account is agreeable to the Spanifli 
court gazettes, (in which truth is feldora cxpeflcd), and 
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hacJ oflFered a premium of ten fcquins for every Spa- 
niard's head, and confequently the wounded Spa- 
niards, who were left on the field of battle, were all 
murdered. The unfortunate invaders left behind 
them on their retreat, 15 pieces of cannon, three 
howitzers, and a great number of fmall arms and 
ammunition. 

On the 1 2th of July, the troops, and the great- 
eft part of the fleet fet fail on theif return to Spain, 
and thus terminated this Quixotic expedition ; of 
which a SpaniQi ferjeanf, in giving an account to 
hi^ wife, ludicroufly fays, Nos mandaron a tierraf 
como Ji ibtmos a beber cafe con los Mores ; *' we 
were commanded a-(hore as if we were to drink 
coffee with the Moors." 

When the melancholy intelligence was announ- 
ced of the failure of this expedition, from which the 
Spanifti nation had formed^fuch fanguine expecta- 
tions of fuccefs, the national feelings were indif- 
cribabie. 0*Reilly was in confequence (o cordi- 
ally dcteftcd, that mobs affembled upon the road to 
Aiicant with an intent to wreak their vengeance up- 
on him* They ftopped many carriages, and that 
O'Reilly (who was lame) might not be concealed^ 
they made the people get out and walk before them. 
Had the liberty of the prefs prevailed the world 
would have known the fentiments of the Spaniih 
nation upon this occafion. The king was threaten- 
ed if his favorite fliould ever appear at court again, 

and 

agrees with Dalrymple's (latcment, who fays it nearly 
c^rrefponds with a letter from Algiers. But other wri- 
ters ftate the Spanifti lofs much greater, and it is at Icaft 
evident that there cannot be fo wide a difference in 
the lofs between the parties, efpecially as the Spaniards 
made fo little iinprefEon on the Moors in ihcirditchcs, &c. 
F 2 
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and to appeafe the turbulence of the people he 
was foon after removed from the governorOiip of 
Madrid. 

Since the failure of this expedition the Spaniards 
h^ve attempted nothing deciiive againft Algiers. la 
the years 1783 and 1784, indeed, they renewed their 
attacks by fea to deftroy the city and galleys ; but^ 
after fpending a great quantity of ammunition, 
bombs, &c. they were obliged to retire without cU 
Iber its capture or extin£tion« 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Algerines begin their depredatiom upon the American 
€ommerce^ Captain Stephens and 0*Brien taken^ A truce 
tvfth Portugal, l^lemen fail of American weffeh eapturedf 
mnd their creivs made flavei. Their treatment and 
fufferings. CoL Humphreys and Mr, Donaldfon fent 
to treat *with the AlgerineS' Mr% Barlotv dif 
patched to the Barbary States^ Mr,' Donaldfcn con- 
dudes a treaty luith Algiers, Captain O'Brien fent 
^ivith ziJjCOO dollars to the dey. Captured by a Tripo- 
litaa cor/air, Releafed and arrJiies at Algiej-s,. Treats 
ivith Tripoli, The Tumjtan, territory invaded.. The 
American prifoners releafed. Defpe^ate engagement be* 
tiveen an Algerine corfair and fwo Neopolitan frigates. 
Various occurrences^ Report of the Secretary of State.. 

AFTER the eftabliftimept of the American inde- 
pendence, when the United States had relin- 
quFftied their maritime dependence upon the £ngh'(h 
nation y. it followed as a natusal confequence, that 
the American commerce rauft fall a facrifice to the 
ravages of the Algerine corfairs ; and no doubt it - 
was through the intrigues of theBritifti cabinet, who 
were chagrined at our recent emancipation, that 
their hoflile difpofition was fo quickly manifefied. 
Various circumAances concurred to render them 
eligible objects of piratical rapacity* America was 
fituated at the diAance of more than three thoufand 
mites from the theatre of their piracies, and as (he ' , 
fupported no maritime force they were enabled to 

continue 
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continue their depredations with impunity. Her 
extenfivc commerce with Europe prefented a fplen- 
did allurement to the pirates, who were well awarc^ 
that the prevention of their aggrcffions would re- 
quire a naval armament greatly fuperior to the fub- 
ilantial benefits that could be derived from an at- 
tempt to reduce them to fubmiffion. It is^ how- 
ever, by no means problematical, that the naval 
force of the United States, with judicious comman- 
ders, would prove fully competent to reduce their 
fleet, if not to efFedl the deftruflion of their city* 
According to the mod authentic accounts, their na- 
vy is at prefent extremely inconfiderable, and ma- 
ny of the American captives concur in the affertion^. 
that the fleet of this regency only amounted in 
1796 to five frigates, two xebecks, and one half gal- 
ley ! a force by na means to be put in competition 
with that which could be raifed by the United 
States. But to bring all their fhips of war to a re- 
gular engagement at once, would be totally im-^ 
practicable ; for whenever an hoftile armament 
fcours the Mediterranean they immediately fly for 
refuge to the guns of their fortifications. 

When we refleft upon the peculiar encourage- 

" ment they had to commit depredations on our com- 
merce, it becomes rather a matter of wonder that 
we fuffered fo little, than that we fufFercd fb much,^ 
For this fccurity we were greatly indebted to the 
wars which exifted between the Algerines, the 
Portuguefe and the Dutch, at the time they com- 
menced their ravages upon our trade ; either of 
which powers arc greatly fuperior to the corfairs in 
maritirne ftrength, and tliey fo narrowly watched 
ijfc entrance of the Mediterranean for the protection 

/Tr their own commerce, that the pirates were fel- 
dom able to cruife out into the Atlantic. Thofc 

Araerican 
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American veffels that fometimes ventured into the 
ftrcights were generally fafe ; for they derived their 
fecurity either from forged or purehafed Mediter- 
ranean pa^ffports. 

Notwithftanding the vigilance with which the 
Portugucic guarded the ftreights, the Algerines 
fometimes Hote out into the Atlantic, and in one 
of thefe cxcurfions, whicl? happened while the Por- 
tuguefe fleet were ordered upon fomc fecrct expedi- 
tion, the fchooner Maria, captain Stephens, be- 
longing to Mr, Foftcr of Bofton, was captured by 
a corfair olFCape St.Vincents, on the 25th of July 
1785 ; an4 five da^ys afterwards, the fhip Dolphinv 
captain 0*Brien, belonging to McflVs. Irrines of 
Philadelphia, was taken by another about 50 leagues 
to the weftward of Lilbon. Thefc vefl'els, with 
their cargoes and crews, about 21 in number, were 
carried into Algiers, where they were made flavcsi 
Towards the latter end of the year 1793, a 
Jrucc was made between the court of Lifbon and 
the regency of Algiers, for the period of twelve 
months, and in confcquence, nir\p fail of Algerine 
Ciuifers paffed out through the Slreights of Gibral- 
tar into the Atlantic ocean. ' Their cruifing Ra- 
tion was between Cape St. Vincents and the wcf- 
tern iflands, where they continued to cruife the 
greatcft part of the winter, contrary to their former 
cuftom of retiring from the ocean in November. 
In confequencc of this truce, the courts/of Lifbon 
and Madrid granted convoys to American vcfleU 
homeward bound, to a certain latitude where they 
were free from the corCairs. 

On the 18th of Odober 1793, about five leagues 
from Gibraltar, captain John M*Shane of the Mi- 
nerva, wrs boarded by a xcbcck of 20 guns, be- 
longing 
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longing to Algiers, who after coming within muC" 
kct-ftiot, kept a conftant firing with fmall-arms 
until the yards of the Afnerican veffel were manned 
from thofe of the cruifcr. The firing then ceafed ; 
they came down fword in hand and made the Ame- 
rican crew prifoners; ftripped them of their clothes, 
and put them on board the xebeck, which carried 
them to Algiers, where they arrived the 30th of 0.5to- 
ber. As foon as they had arrived they were taken 
* before the dey, and after examination,^ were or«- 
dered to the Bagniorwhere the flaves are kept lock- 
ed up at night. The next day they were bound 
with iron chains, each about 40 pounds weight,, 
which reached from their legs to their hips, and fent 
to Ihe marine, where they were kept at hard labour 
fro,m day-light till dark- 

On the 23d of 06\obcr,. captain William Pen- 
rofe, oftheihip Prefident of Philadelphia, difcov- 
ered, about 9 o'clock in the morning, a fail to the 
windward bearing down upon him, which the* 
(hip's company at firft imagined to be a Spanifli 
privateer. But they were foon fatally deceived; 
for (he proved to be an Algerine corfair. As foon 
as fhc difcovered the* American flag fhe hbifted out 
her boat immediately, and 30 men armed with 
piftols and drawn cutlafles furiou fly boarded iiis 
"veflel. The firft falutation the captain received 
was a violent ftroke with a cutlafs ; after which 
they compelled the whole (hip's company to jump 
over the rail of the veflel into their boat, without 
fulFering any one to go below for their clothes, and 
©{her neceflTary articles. The crew were then car- 
ried on board the cruifer, where they were ftrippcd 
naked, and a few old rags werc^ given them in re- 
turn, neither fufficient to conceal their n^kednefs, 
nor proteft them from the cold. 

In 
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4n this fituation they were obliged to He on 
deck, where they fuffcrecl great hardfhips from the 
inclemency of the feafon. Captain Ptnrofe tells 
us he was forced to lie on the poop, where he was 
almoft perifticd by a bitter north-»caft wind ; till at 
length an old man, more humane than the reft, 
furni(hed him wifh a blanket. The provifions given 
them to rat, were black bread and water, and fome- 
times a few rotten oliveS) which they regarded as 
a great dainty. 

In this forlorn fituation they continued eight 
days, and on the 30th of October they arrived at 
Algiers. Here they were fubjc£^cd to a new fe- 
ries of mifery. They thought themfelves cruelly 
treated on board the cruifcr ; but their treatment 
there was plcafure when contcafted with the mife- 
ries they afterwards experienced. 1 hey ^erc 
fcarcely on (bore when they were loaded with 
irons, and immediately put to hard labour like fo 
many -criminals. 

The number of American prifoners now amounted 
to about 130, among whom were captains Stephens 
and O'Brien, whofe crews had been reduced to ten 
by the plague, and the feverity of their treatment for 
upwards of eight years. The fmall pittance they 
had received from the United States had been 
withheld about three months before; and their 
only fubfiftence was a little black bread and 
water, and foraetimes nothing. 

In their October expedition they captured ten fail 
of American veffels, nine of which fafely entered 
the harbour of Algiers on the 30th of 06lober 
vS^here the veffels anchored, .amidft the fliouts of 
the people*. rj.^^ 

* The names of the American captains and their pla- 
ces of refidence are as follows ; — Captains Wail^icc, Vir- 
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The Algerlne corfairsi greatly animated with the 
fuccefs of this expedition, immediately fet fail to re- 
fume their former ftalion ; while others were equip- 
ping in the harbour with the utmoft fpecd. But for- 
tunately the mifcreants only captured one Ameri- 
can veflel, about a month afterwards, belonging to 
captain Jofeph Ingraham ; for the Americans were 
extremely cautious how they came within the fphere 
of their rapacity ; and, after thefe captures, they 
never fell in with any American vcffels, but thofc 
that were prote(Sted by convoys. 

After thefe events, the American prlfoners 
were fubjedtcd to a feries of mifery which humani- 
ty blurties to record. * As foon as they landed in 
Algiers, they were immediately ordered to the dey*s 
palace, where they were drawn up io files, in a 
back court, ftnd underwent a (Irick examination. 
The dcy, attended by his cook, paffed and rc- 
paffcd in front of them, and was extremely pleafed 
with their appearance. He feledted from their num- 
ber all the boys and younger men, whom he em- 
ployed in his palace at diiFcrent occupations, ge- 
nerally of a fervile nature ; fome were ordered to 
fweep the apartments, fome to wa(h clothes, and 
others to wait upon the dey and take care of his 
wardrobe. The reil of the prifoners were then 
difmiffed, and as they withdrew from the royal 
prcfence, the dey faid to them, in the tone of fa- 
vage triumph, ** Go now you dogs and eat ft 9 nes^*^ 
They were then cfcortcd to the Bagnio Baleck, 

where 

ginia ; Newman, Bofton ; Taylor, Rhode-Ifl and j Furnace, 
Ncw-Hampfhire ; Caldcr, Gloucefter; Burnhano, New- 
York; Bailey, Newbury; Mofs, ditto; M'Shanc and 
Penrofe, Philadelphia. 
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where they were lodged in difFerent apartrnents 
among the old flavesi and each prifoner furniihed 
with a.couple of coaife blankets for his bedding. 
In this.difmal region of mifery and oppreflion, 
amidd the clanking of chains and the cries of fuf- 
fcring humanity, they were left to brood over their 
misfortunes at leifure. The gloomy profpe£l that 
prefented itfelf wrung the heart with the rood poig* 
nant emotions of anguifli and defpair. 

About midnight they were roufed from their 
iBcditations by the cry of Surfa^ Surfa^ rife up all 
hands. The Lt/berOf or guardian of the Bagnio, 
then entered their apartments, and loaded each 
prifoner with chains of thirty or forty pounds 
weight. The next morning about day-break they 
wcrfe ordered to the marine, where, after their 
names were called over, they were employed* in 
difcharging the cargoes of their own veflels, which 
confided of wheat, flour, wine, fugar, and other 
articles* Their general employment in the ma- 
rine was the rigging and fitting out cf cruifers> and 
whenever any foreign veflei lay in the harbour 
they were obliged to wear this enoritious weight 
of ch^ns, left they (hould make their efcape ; but 
at other times they were freed from their load, ex- 
cept thofc who were turbulent, or by any particu- 
lar mifconduA had forfeited this privilege of the 
ilaves* 

The hour of four in the afternoon is called Uzatf 
at which time a white flag is hoifled upon the tops 
of all the mofques in the city, as a fignal for the 
inhabitants to quit their labour, and repair to pub- 
lic worihip. Ai this hour the labour of the prifon- 
crs ceafed,and they were permitted to go on (hore, 
except when any bufinefs of importance occurred, 

and 
G 
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and when that was the cafe they were generally con- 
fined till dark* 

As foon as they were ordered on (hore they were 
provided with inftrumentls to carry flones from the 
mole to a grand mofque, which the dey was build- 
•ing* in the city adjoining his feraglio. Thcfe in- 
* •• ftruments were formed of crofs pieces of timber, 
called burrilsy to which the ftones, timber, cannon 
or whatever elfe was neceffary to be carried, were 
I'ufpendcd beneath by ropes, and borne upon the 
fhouldersof four men, who were appointed to carry 
each burril. A particular load was always ailigned 
them, and the weak and the ftrong were indifcri- 
minately compelled to carry thefe burdens, without 
any attention being paid to the comparative bodily 
flrength of the labourer. To perfons of robuft 
conftitutions thefe loaded biirrils were tolerable, but 
to thofe of weak habits of body they were en- 
tirely infupportable ; and hence it happened, that 
many perfons, by being overftrained, were cither 
blinded, or extremely injured in their conftitutions. 

When the procciEon of loaded burrils was ready 

ffto move, the warden bafhaw, who flood at the port 

^ of the marine, waved his wand as a fignal for the 

flaves"to advance to the port, where they were ex- 

• aipined by' the wardens of the marine, for the pur- 
' pofe of difcovering whether they had ftolen any 

particular articles from the veffels. After this ex- 
amination they were permitted to pafs with their 
loads, which they depofited at the new mofque, and 
^ then retired with their inftrumcnts to their refpcft- 

* ive lodgings ; fome to the Bagnio Baleck, and others 
.to the Bagnio Gallaro, where their names were 

called over by the clerks, and each flave as he paf- 
fed received a loaf of black bread for his fupper. 
F«r fome time ihcy were obliged to fieep upon 

the 
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^ ground ; but they foon conftrufted for thcm- 
fclves a kind of wooden frames, which were fwung 
like hammocks one above another, and upon thefc 
they threw their clothes and blankets when they 
were about to retire to reft : but to add to their mife- 
ries, their fleep was inceffantly difturbed by infkiit© 
numbers of vermin with which thefe Bagnios fwar-. 
med. In the morning they again repaired with 
their burrils to the marine, where their names were 
called over; and in this manner were they conftantly 
employed whenever the equipment of the Algerinc 
corfairs was neceffary^ 

Many of the flaves, however, were diftributed in 
different parts ; fome were fent into the country, 
and whenever the Tea was calm, and no particular 
emergency required their labour in the marine, 
great numbers of others were employed in remov- 
ing ftones from a mountain called Bahloet, or rsL'- 
ihcr Buily white, zhoui a league from the city, in or- 
«ler to defend the mole from the impetuofity of the 
waves. Thefe ftones were blown by flavps from 
the immenfe rojks which lie depofited in the moun- 
tain, and fome of them w^e twelve or fifteen feet* 
in diameter. In order to convey them more con- ' 
veniently to the water, the flaves were engaged for 
more than a year, in forming a paflage through a 
large hill, which they removed and carried into the 
fea, where they formed a large mole or wharf to 
prote£t their pantoons, or carrying boats, from the 
violence of the waves. In forming this paiTage they 
dug through a Moorifh burial ground, fk>m whence 
they removed immenfe numbers of human bones» 
Thefe repofitories of the dead arc always regarded 
as facred by the Moors, and the whole neighbour- 
hood, and particularly the women, were, in confc- 
quence, thrown into the greateft confternation. 

They 
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They rcfortcd to this fccne of factilcge, and 5ft- 
dulged the mod immederate grief over this devaf- 
fation among the relics of their friends* But fuch 
were the orders of the dey, and they were obliged 
to fubmit patiently to his will. 

After this pafTage was formed* thefe immenfe 
fragments of rocks were dragged by flaves, with 
great labour and difficulty , from the mountain, and 
placed upon (Irong carriages about two feet high ; 
upon which they were conveyed to the wharf, by 
upwards of two hundred flaves to each carriage, 
where they were thrown into pantoons; from thence 
they wer« tranfported by water, and difcharged at 
the mole before the city. 

But when the fea was tempeftuons and the pan- 
toons could not be narigatedy the flaves were then 
employed fn carrying fmaller ftonesby land. Af- 
ter having fufpended a Joad to their burrils, of fuch 
a weight as fome were fcarcely able to dagger un- 
der, they proceeded in gangs of different numbers, 
attended by a crew of favage drivers, who goaded 
them forward whenever they halted Or happened 
to faulter under the prtfTure of their burdens. The 
extremity of their fufferings in this laborious em-- 
ploymcnt is better conceived than exprcflcd. The ' 
moli barbarous puniihments were wantonly inflic- 
ted, and the violence of a fcorching fun, which 
poured its fervid rays upon tbem, fccmed to 
complete the meafure of human wretchednefe* 
With this enormous weight of flones they moved 
forward, attended by warden*' who preceded them 
in order to clear the ftreets of the city through 
which they pafled, where every perfon was obliged 
to give way at their approach. After having dif- 
charged their loads at the mole they returned, and 
in this maancr were they employed during the . 

fummer 
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fummer fcafon, when no particular emergencies 
demanded iheir labour in the marine. This mole, 
in confequence of the encroachments of the fea du- 
ring the winter, requires an eternal fupply of 
ftones, and in this manner is this Sifyphaean labour 
conducted by a herd of wretches who are of- 
ten doomed to this abjcft fervitude for life. T^.e 
<Jey commonly rides out to his country-feat about 
twice a week, where his favorite wife rcfides in 
the fummer fcafon, and in paffing and repaffing 
he would foraetiracs condefccnd to diflributc fomc 
trifling prefcnts among the flaves. 

The overfeers in their treatment towards the 
flaves feemed adiuated by a principle of the moll: 
favage cruelty, and infli6ted the moft rigorous pu- 
iiiihments through mere caprice and wantonnels, in 
order to feaft their malignant fouls with the ago- 
nies of the trembling wretch who flood ready to ex- 
pire beneath their hands. Among this troop of 
furies, a certain chcriff^ a name given to all thofe 
who are born on Friday, moll eminently diftin- 
guiftied hirafclf. The inordinate ferocity of this 
barbarian had proved the death of many a flave, 
and the mifcreant was moft cordially detefted 
wherever he came. One day as he was purfuing 
a Genocfe flave through the upper apartn^ents of one 
of the magazines on the fea-fide, he fell, by feme 
accident, irom a confidcrable eminence upon a 
heap of ftoncs, where he met with fo hard a recep- 
tion that he inftantly expired. This accident pro-, 
duced the moft extravagant joy among the flaves, 
which was only marred with the apprehenfion that 
the favage would r-ccover : Jjut they foon had the 
fatisfadlion of feeing him iafely lodged in the earth. 

it would perhaps be improper to defcend to par- 
ticulars here, and vve muft therefore refer the reader 
G 2 fcr 
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for particulai-anecdotcs, occurrcocesr and ©ihet ar* 
tides which regard our countrymen, to our obfcr-» 
vations upon the (laves. 

In the mean time,, the fufferings of our fellow 
citizens in Algiers were the univerTal fubjea of' 
iympathy and tcgrct; and roeafurcs were fooi* 
L'Jopted to efFe£l their deliverance from this region 
of unparalleled mifery. Colonel Humphreys, who 
had been appointed American conful for Algiers, 
left America ia April 1795, in company with Jo- 
fcph Donaldfon, Efq. of Philadelphia, who had 
Jbeen appointed conful for Tunis and Tripoli, and 
wiiom ColoacL Humphreys was authorifed to cra- 
plcy in the negociation of a treaty of peace audi 
air.iiy with Algiers, while he proceeded lov France. 
for the purpofc of obtaining the ca^operation. of that 
goycrnmcnt in^this negociation> 

They arrived at Gibraltar, the 17th of May,. 
where Col. Humphreys concluded that it would be 
expedient for Mr. Donaldfon to go firft to Alicant^ 
fo thfr northward of Carthagena in Spain , rather, 
than to Algiers, there to refide for fomctime^ in 
order that he might be near the fcene of ncgocia- 
tion, and take advantage of any favorable occur- 
rences that might happenv Mr».Donaidron receiv- 
ed his inftrudtions accordingly, and immediately 
fet out for that place ; and in the mean time CoU^ 
Humphreys, having. alfo given inftru£lions taMr^^. 
Simpfon, the American' conful at Gibraltar, to re* 
new a peace with the emperor of Morocco, failed"^ 
from Gibfaltar the 24th of May, and on the 26th9 
of June following arrived at Havrc^de^Gracc iitj 
France ,* from whence he immedialely* fct out for 
Paris, where he fo on after communicated the ob- 
jc<:^ of his mifiion to Col. Monroe, the Americaa 

minrftcr^ 
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mlniftcr, 3nd to the Committee of Public Safety of 
that Republic. 

On the ift of July Col. Humphreys received al^ver- 
bal notification that the French Republic was difpofed 
to exert its influence in forwarding the negociation in 
quedion; and on the 28th he received the favorable 
intelligence, that immediate meafurcs Ihould be a- 
dopted for giviiig particular inftru6\ions to the agents 
of the Republic to ufe its influence in the promotion 
of the treaty in contemplation. The multiplicity 
jof national concerns with which the officers of the 
French government were then occupied, and the 
time requifite for obtaining from London (where 
funds had been depofitcd) the fums of money in- 
tended as peace prcfents, retarded the conclufion 
of arrangemicnts at Paris till fome time in Septem- 
ber. 

In the mean time it had been deemed expedient 
by Cols. Monroe and Humphreys, that Joel Bar- 
low, Efq. (hould be confulted, and if his affent 
, could be obtained that he fliould be employed in 
negociating with the Barbery States : to which Mr. 
Barlow confented. By the nth of September all 
the papers on the part of Col. Humphreys relative 
to Mr. Barlow's miffion were in rtfadinefs, and as 
foon as the peace prefents were prepared for him, 
he {et out, with inftru6lions and powers from the Re- 
public of France to its agents in Barbary, to exe- 
cute the bufinefs that had been entrufted to hin> 

On the 1 2th of September Col. Humphreys left 
Paris, and arrived at Havre-de-Grace the 14th ; 
where he found the captain and mate of the United 
States brig Sophia both fick with fevers. While 
he was waiting here with great impatience for theii^ 
recovery ^ he received information from the Ameri- 
can conful at Marfeilles, that Mr. Donaldfon had 

concluded 
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concluded a treaty of peace with the dcy of Al- 
giers. He judged it expedient, notwithftanding,that 
Mr, Barlow lliould proceed with the prcfents, and 
if thev were not wanted at Algiers they would be 
neceflary in the negociation with Tunis and Tri- 
poli. 

Col. Humphreys failed from Havre-de-Grace 
about the 5th of 0£lober, and after a ftormy paf- 
fage of more than forty days, arrived at Liibon the 
1 7th of November, where he found captain O'Bri- 
en, who had arrived about the ift of 06^ober, with 
the treaty with Algiers. Mr. Donaldfon arrived 
at Algiers on the 3d of September ; the treaty 
was concluded on the 5th, and the peace prefents 
immediately given by a loan. As Mr. Doaaldfon 
knew that funds had been lodged in London to 
fulfil the flipulations of the treaty, he engaged to 
make the payments in three or four months. 

Col. Humphreys had received advice, under date 
of the 30th of July, from the Meflrs. Barings in 
London, tjD whom the funds had been remitted, 
tjiat having made confiderable progrefs in the fales 
of the United States flock, they Ihould have at his 
difpofal the whole of the value of 8oo,030 dollars, 
meaning to furnilb, by anticipation, the value of 
that part which remained unfold, if the fervice of 
the United States required it. Col. Humphreys, 
calculating upon the certainty of payment after this 
period, fent captain O'Brien from Lifbon to Lon- 
don in the brig Sophia to receive the money. But 
owing to contrary winds he did not leave Lifbon 
till the 24th of December. 

In confequencc of the difappointm<;nts in the 
pecuniary arrangements the treaty was in the rooft 
imminent danger of being ultimately fruflrated ; 
the dey became impatient, and threatened to aban- 
don 
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ion it ; and it was with the utmofl difficulty that 
it was prevented. Mr. Barlow did not arrive at 
Alicant until February 1796, where he propofed 
to wait the arrival of the funds ; but (hortly after 
receiving intelligence from Algiers that the Ame- 
rican negociation was in a mod critical (ituationp 
he determined to go thither immediately with the 
hopes of foothing the dey. He arrived there the 
5th of March. The time for the payment of the 
llipulated fums had before been prolonged to the 
8th of April. On the 3d of that month the dey 
declared that his final determination was, that Mr« 
Barlow and Mr. Donald fon (heuld leave Algiers 
in eight days; and if the money was not paid in 
30 days after, the treaty (hould be at end, and his 
cor fairs be permitted to bring in American veflels* 
Under thefe imperious circumftances, and as the 
laft hope of faving the treaty, they were induced 
to offer the dey the prefent of a frigate ; which 
fortunately fucceeded. But Col. Humphreys con- 
ceiving himfelf not authorifed to confirm this pro- 
mife, difpatched captain O'Brien in the brig S6- 
phia to America, for the purpofe of referring the 
matter to the executive of the United States, and 
obtaining his concurrence. There was evidently 
no alternative, and therefore the executive was un* 
der the abfolute neceflSty of confirming the pro^ 
niife. This frigate * was built in Tortfroouth, 
New-Hampfhire, and in conformity to promife is 
fhortly to be fent to the dey. 

While 

* This frigate is to carry 36 guns, is Iheathed with 
copper, and intended to be a veffel of 538 tons burden.. 
The whole coft is above 9CbOOO. dollars. She was 
launched in July 1797, and it is expcftcd (he will ar- 
five at Algiers about the beginoing of September next. 
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While the bufinefs was in this precarious fitua- 
tion, owing principally to the convulfions in Europe, 
Mr. Donaldfon fet out for Leghorn, where he pro- 
cured a loan of 400,000 dollars of the MeiTrs. Fon- 
nereau, and as that port was blockaded by the Briti(k 
fleet, Mr. Donaldfon obtained pernoiflion from the 
court of Oreat Britain that the money might be ex- 
ported from thence without being fubje6l to capture, 
and it was foon after fent in a Venetian veffel to 
' Algiers. 

Captain O'Brien after he had received the deter- 
mination of the executive, fet fail from Philadel- 
phia in June 1796, and arrived in Lifbon fometime 
in July. In the mean time Col. Humphreys had 
advantageoufly negociated bills on London for 
225,000 dollars, which he had received, and this 
fum was embarked on board the brig Sophia, con- 
figned to the care of captain O'Brien. This mo- 
ney wasinfured at a fmall premium againft thedan*- 
gcr«of the feas ; but againft all rifks fo high a pre- 
mium was demanded that Col. Humphreys judged it 
inexpedient to give it, feeing the Sophia was a veffel 
of the United States having a fpecial paflport from 
the Prefident, as well as one in the Turkilh lan- 
guage under the feal of the dey of Algiers. 

On the 4th of Auguft capt. O'Brien fet fail for 
^ Algiers^ and on the i8th he was captured ofFthat ci- 
ty by a Tripolitan corfair, who carried his veffel, 
money and crew in triumph to Tripoli, (which lies 
on the Mediterninean, about 130 miles to the fouth- 
eaftward of Algiers), accompanied by the (hip Bet- 
fy of Bofton, whofe crew were made flaves. This 
• immenfc fum in fpecie, more perhaps than they 
bad ever captured at once before, was landed amidft 
the firing of cannon, the djMay ©f colours, and the 
Ibouts of the populace. TSc extravagance of their 
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joy, however, was foon abated when capt. O^Bricn 
exhibited to them the paffport of the dey of Algiers ; 
he demonlUated to them that he was flill the flave 
of the dey, and though the money had been deli- 
vered to him by the United States, yet it was the 
the fame in cfFc6t as if it had been delivered to the 
dey himfelf. After an examination of two days 
the veffel was libeiatcd, and capt. O'Brien immedi- 
ately fet iail for Algiers, where he arrived the fiift 
of October, and delivered the money to the Ameri- 
can conful rcfiding there; who had previoufly pro- 
cured the loan of the neceffary fums from the 
MefTrs. Buckras, a Jewiih company in Algiers, who 
had received fatisfa<3ory information of the certain* 
ty of repayment. With this timely loan Mr. Bar- 
low fulhlied his Aipulations with the dey, who was fo 
highly pleafed with the prefcnt, and in confequencc 
repoled fuch confidence in the United States, that 
he offered Mr. Barlow upon their account the loan 
of foch fums as would enable him to negociate a 
treaty of peace with the Tunifian and Triptlitan 
powers, which he judged proper to accept. 

By the judicious arrangements of Mr. Barlow 
with the dey, capt. O'Brien was appointed com- 
miflioner on behalf of the United States to negoci- 
ate a treaty with the regencies of Tunis and Tripo- 
li. He fet fail upon this bufmefs the loth of Octo- 
ber, and arrived at Tunis on the i6th, where he 
had an interview with the bey, to whom he prefent- 
cd a letter from the dey of Algiers, enclofmg a 
command that hefliould make peace with the Ame- 
rican commiffioncr upon the terms therein prefcH- 
bed. But the bey totally rejefted the terms, and 
demanded the payment of a fum equal to thrice that 
amount. After many audiences and conferences, 
eapt. O'Brien, finding that the bey would neither 

accept 
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accept of a Icfs fum, nor accede to the terms of the 
dey, tranfmittcd the Tunifian demand to Mr» Bar- 
low in Algiers, which he communicated to the dey, 
who was much cxafperatcd in confcquence^ and 
would not fuflPcr him to acquiefcc in fo exorbitant a 
demand. 

In this fituation capt. O'Brien left the Tunifian 
bufinefs, and proceeded to Trippli, where, after 
much difficulty, he concluded a peace with that 
power upon the 4th of November, and procured the 
releafe of the American prifoners who were captu- 
red in the (hip Betfey. He left captain Jofeph In- 
graham, the American charge des of aires, in that 
place, and^ failed from thence the 27th of ^Novem- 
ber, bringing away the remaining part of the crew 
of the ihip Betfey. On the 7th of December, 
in his return to Algiers, he agaih touched a^ 
Tunis, where he received orders from Mr. Barlovi 
and the dey, by whom he had been inverted with 
difcretionary powers tocondu6l the negociation, to 
demand a definitive anfwer from the bey of Tunis, 
whether he would negociate a treaty of peace with 
the United States upon the terms prefcribed by the 
dey ? but he found that the bey ftill perfifted in the 
exorbitancy of his demands ; and after many- 
conferences and fruitlefs efforts he failed from Tu- 
nis, and arrived in Algiers the 3d of January 1797, 
where he communicated to Mr. Barlow and the 
dey the unfuGdefsful refult of his miffion. The 
dey was violently ehraged at the infult offered to 
his dignity by this rejeflion of his interceffion in 
the affairs of the United States, and aftuatcd by 
fome former animofities that ftill fubfifted between 
them, he iflued immediate orders to his eaftcrn 
camp of 60,000 men to enter the Tunifian terri- 
tory. This army was foon fct in motion to en- 
force 
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force a compliance on the part of the bcy» In their 
rout through the 1 unifian dominions they cut off 
fome hundreds of heads and ears, and after commit- 
ting great ravages upon theinhabitants,they returned 
to the teiritory ot Algiers. This harfli expedient 
was adopted in order to afcertain the political dif- 
pofition of the government of Tunis, and to de- 
cide whether they would fubmit to the controul of 
the dey ; for the powers relative to the American 
pacification, the dey exprefsly declared, were un- 
der his immediate guarantee* Capt. O'Brien, by 
the dey's orders, left Algiers the 14th of February, 
and arrived in Philadelphia fhc ift of April 1797* 

The truce which Mr. Barlow concluded with 
the Tunifian regency, on the 15th of June 1796, 
for fix months, expired on the 15th of December 
following* This truce had been obtained without 
any prelents, by Mr* Famin the French ?igent at 
Tunis, who had been recommended to Mr* Barlow 
by the French conful Herculais. Since its ex- 
piration the American veflcls have been fubjeft 
to capture by the Tunifian corfairs, and captain 
O'Brien, in his publication of April 5tht 179*7, fay^, 
** I now tell you candidly, that no American vef- 
iel ihould enter the Mediterranean until our peace 
with alj the Barbary States is fully eflablifhed, and 
publifhed by the authority of the United States." 
But with regard to th« Tunifian ncgociation, (ittle 
apprehenfion is entertained, and it is highly proba- 
ble that Mr. Barlow,thFough the powerful interccf- 
fion of the dey, lias already concluded a treaty 
with that government. 

At the conclufion of the Algerine treaty, an 
univerfal joy diiFufed itfelf among the American 
jwifoners, and they triumphed in the delight- 
ful anticipation of vifiting their native fliorcs again. 
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They h^d long been the vidlims of the moft com- 
plicated calamities, and become familiar with the 
gloomy prorpe(5l of death. They were haunted 
with the dilmal apprehenfions of a fcrvitudc for 
life, and hope, the pleafing illufion that gilds the 
dark regions of ailverfity, feemed fled for ever. 
To add tp the catalogue of their miferics, the 
plague commenced its awful vifitation ; many* of 
their companions, fell a facrificc to this dreadful 
contagion, while others invoked the friendly hand 
of death to terminate their futierings and dcfpair» 
When intelligence of the treaty was announced, the 
captives indul|pd the animated expectation of aa . 
immediate denverance, and the fudden tranfition 
from fuch a dark flate of defpondcnce, infpired 
them with the ijioft ineffable joy. But the fatal delays 
occafioned in the remittances of the neceflary fums 
endangered the exiftencc of the treaty, and over- 
clouded the pleafing profpe£l« In confequence of 
thefe unfortuaate delays, which were principally 
owing to the convulfions in Europe, the captives 
were ftill confined at hard labour, and the period 
pf their mifery was unfortunately protracted from 
the 5th of September 1795, tbe time when the treaty 
was formed, till the gfh of July follo\R^ng,' when 
the ftipulated ^payments were made* Mr* Barlow 
then paid them a vifit while they were at labour, 
and when he announced the pleafing intelligence 
to them, it was fo unexpected that none of them would 
believe him ; but thei^ incredulity deferted them 
when orders were prcfented for their immediate 
appearance before the dey ; they bade an eternal 
adieu to the huge ftones of Bublywhite, and imme- 
diately repaired to the palace with every dempn- 
ftration of the tnoft extravagant joy; where they 
were arraigned in the dey's pricfcnce, who fat in 
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ftatc, atUnded by the caflfan aga, or prime minlf- 
tcr, the aga and other officers of government. 
After a (hort paufe, the head clerk prcfented each 
captive with a Tifcorce^ or paflport, and Informed 
them they were at liberty to make immediate pre- 
parations for their return home. Forty-eight Nea- 
politans were liberated at the fame time ; one of 
whom, in a tranfport of joy, proft rated him felf be- 
fore the dey and kifled his hands and feet ; but the 
Americans, who were not quite fo fervilc, repaired 
with all expedition to the port of the marine, and 
embarkcd^ on board the Ihip La Fortune, which' had 
been chartered for them by the MelFrs. Buckras, 
for the purpofe of conveying them to Marfeilles. 

The original number of the Americans was now 
reduced to 85. Many of them died with the 
plague, a few with the fmall pox, and others with 
the fcverity of the labour which had been impofcci 
upon them. Captain Wallace of Richmond met 
with an untimely death as he was leaning againft the 
bannifters of an ancient building, which gave way, 
and he fell from a confidcrable height into the (Irecl, 
where he inftantly expired. The plague raged with 
fuch violence when the captives left A!|iers that five 
of them ^ied within a few weeks previous to their 
departure ; another who \^3 attacked by that fatal 
malady was left behind, and mapy others had their 
conftitutions much injured by the diforder. One of 
them was in a ftateof total blindnefs, and another 
was rendered nearly fo. Three of them carried the 
marks of unmerciful treatment, in ruptures produ- 
ced by hard labour ; fcveral of them were render- 
ed incapable of gaining their living, and confe- 
quently are objeds of the benevolence of their 
countrymen.^ 

Mr. Barlow was fuUv fenfible of the neceflity of 

the^ 
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their immediate removal from this mod wretched of 
all conceivable abodes, and was juftly apprehen- 
five that they could not be embarked without fome 
danger of the infcdlion. After his arrival he was 
moft feduloufly employed in elFed^ing their delive- 
rance, and by his benevolence, which Vas ever ex- 
tended to the captives, their condition was render* 
ed more tolerable, till the final obtainment of their 
liberty. To this worthy chara6ler, whofc heart 
vibrated with their finer feelings of philanthropy, 
while his life was in imminent danger, the moft ar- 
dent tribute of gratitude is due, and the captives 
fpeak in terms of the warmeft affeclion for his uni- 
form exertions in refcuing them from this region of 
horror. 

After preparing the neceflary articles for their 
voyage, the Americans fet fail, with the 48 Neapo- 
litans, in the fhip La Fortuqe, under the comnwnd 
of capt. Calder, and foon bade an eternal' adieu to 
the land of bondage. 

While thefe things were tranfa£ting, the Algc- 
^ines were profecuting their piracies againft vari- 
ous maritime powers in Europe. An attempt at ne- 
gociation between the ** invincible militia" and Por- 
tugal was inftituted in November 1793, ^and a Por- 
tuguefe frigate was difpatched to Algiers upon this 
bufinefs. The terms prefcribed by the dey were, 
1,200,000 Mexican dollars for the treafury ; 
600,000 dollars for the voice of the dey, and the 
great officers of the regency, ambaffadorial and con- 
fular prefents, equal to what Spain gave ; and the 
payment of 150,000 dollars for the redemption of 
75 Portuguefe captains. With thefe propofitLons 
the Portuguefe frigate fet fail from Algiers the 7th 
of November, and arrived at Lilbon foon after. 
But upon further confideration the dey was not fatis- 
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fied vinth this fum.^ and the next day he defired capt. 
Logic, an Engliih agent, to write to Portugal that 
he denwnded 600,000 dollars for his family and 
friends, in addition to what he had prcvioufly ex- 
preffed.* Thcfe terms wereof courfe never compli- 
ed with, and the Portupjuefe and Algerines ft ill 
Gontinuc in a ftat^ of warfare. 

The Dutch truce expired on the lothof December 
1793. But a peace was^concluded. in April follow- 
ing, and all the Dutch prifoners were liberated. 
The principal powers with which the Algerines are 
now at war, are the Portuguefe and the Pope. 
They declared war aggjnft the repubh'c of Venice 
on the 26th of Oclober 1796, the iiTue of which 
we hare not heard. Bui wiih France, Spain, Eng- 
land and America they now are at peace. 

About the beginning of 1796, the affairs of the 
Danes aflfumed a very difafterous complexion. One 
of the Neapolitan cruifers had taken a Danilh vci^ 
fel freighted with 300 Turks, who were bound from 
the Levant to Algiers. Thefe Turks v/ere carried 
to Naples, where they were made Haves ; which fo 
^xafperated the dey, that he ilfued immediate or- 
ders for the capture of Danilh veffels, and thirteen 
fail were ihorlly after brought into Algiers, whera 
they wciie obliged to lie for four months, till tha 
Danilh government had negociated the ranfom o< 
the 300 Turks : after which' the Danes were libe^ 
^ * H 2 rated ; 

* The above terms were fet forth in a letter of capt* 
O'Brien, dated at Algiers, the 28th of Novembcf 1793. 
When the American captives were informed that capt. 
O'Brien had piiblilhed this exorbitant demani upon the 
Portuguefe, they were highly offended, and arraigned the 
piecipitancy of the publication; becaufe fuch dilcouraa;- 
ing terms would have a tendency to rctardji if not tutalii 
fruftrate> their ranfom.. 
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rated ; but their cargoes, which confified chiefly of 
perifhable articles, were moftly deftroycd. 

About the beginning of 1795, upwards of 200 
Corficanswere captured as thev were feeking for co- 
ral ofF the Barbary coafls. While they were bufily 
employed in a number of fifhing boats, under con- 
voy of an Englifti brig*, two French frigates hove 
in fight, and foon after a fmart engagement took 
place between the French, and the Engliftibrig ; but 
flie was fdon captured, and the Corfican boats fled 
for refuge to the Barbary (bore near Conftantina, 
where they were all kidnapped by the Moors^ 
2nd taken to Algiers, wher^ they were madeflaves. 
After they had amufed themfelves among the rocks 
of Bublywhitc for about a year, Mr. North was fent 
as BritHh agent to ncgociate their ranfom, and be 
procured their liberty upon the payment of about 
i20j6oo dollars, befides the promife of an armed 
veffel. 

. ..Some time in September 1796, the Englifh fent 
iri.a French xcbeck of inconfiderable value, lately 
inade a prize, which difpleafed the dey fo much 
th^t he ordered her immediately out of the pert. 
The commanders of two Engliih frigates which then 
lay off the harbour, highly refenting this piece of 
condu6\:, hajiied their vcffels clofe in under the caftle 
on the mole, and prepared to pour a broad ^ fide into 
the city. When the dey obfervcd thefc preparations,, 
he was thrown into the moft violent confternation ; 
the flavcs were immediately ordered to clear away 
the lumber in the caftle, and to get the guns in rea- 
dinefs for defence. At the fame time the fleet of 
Admiral Jervis, conlifling of 2^ fail of the line 

was 

* It mull be remenr.be red here that Oorfica was one of. 
the pearls in his Brit(h Majefty's crown j but it was after- 
wards evacuated by the Britifli^ 
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was cruifing off the barbour, and from fhis force, 
the dey expc£tcd nothing lefe than the total deftruc- 
tion of Algiers. At this critical junfture he made 
application to Mr. Barlow to ufe his influence with 
the Britifh commander^, to diffuade them from their 
defigns, and after diftributing fome prefents to a 
confidcrablc amount ^mong the officers of the fri- 
gates, they hauled oT to a diftance, and did not 
put their defign in execution- 

In the beginning of June 1795, a mofl bloody 
and obftinate battle was fought near Corfica, bef 
twecn an Algerine rover of 34 guns and two Nea- 
politan frigates of 20 guns each, in conjun£lion with 
one of the Pope's garda coftas, of 10 guns and a 
number of fwivcls. The ad^ion lafted from ten 
o'clock in the morning till four in th6 afternoon 
without intermiflion, and the combatants were for 
the grcateft part of the time withitf piftol fhot of 
each other. The corfair fought under the bloody 
flag, and rode the greateft part of the time between 
an inceflant and well dire6lcd fire, which cutaway 
almoft all her rigging, and made terrible havoc 
among her crew ; yet the ruffians fought with the 
ulmoft fury and dcfperation^ and attempted feveral 
times toboard their enemies; but were repul fed with 
great lofs. In the heat of the engagement all the 
officers were killed, and the captain had -both his 
lags carrried away by a chain fhot, as he was firing a 
Wunderbufs ; yet the barbarian flill refufed to be 
taken from the deck, and died white he was giv'nj 
the- word of comma ndi This lofs did not in t e 
lead intimidate the furious crew, "ll^ho fwore they 
would not fitbmit while a fingle man exii^ed. The 
Chritlia^is difplayed equal fury during the whole 
confli6^, and were to a man determined either to 
conquer or die. Unfortunately one of the frigates 

which 
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which made the greateft imprcffion upon the corfatr, 
blew up with a tremcM^lous explofiofl, and raoft of 
the crew periftied. 

In a Ihort time another difafter occurredv -.The 
PopeV cruifer, after a s^aHant rcfiftance, was fimk 
by the enemy's (hot. The crew of the remaining 
frigate were then obliged to low her away ; while 
the corfair lay like a log upon the wa4er, with feer 
fore and main-mafts carried away by the board, and 
her hull fo mjch Ihattered that ihe funk Ihortly af- 
ter the a6^ion. 

On the 13th of July following the American 
prifoaers fet fail from Algiers, and on the 19th 
«they arrived o!f* Vljrfeilles, where they were obli- 
ged to ride quarantine for 80 days ; after which 
thev were permitted to go on fhore at that city, 
where Stephen Catilon, jun. the American conful, 
proviJed a Swedilh bark for their traafportation 
to America, and procured each of them a- fuit of 
tiofhes, befides an allowance of 35 ccn4^s a day for 
thair fubfiilence. Fourteen of their number enter- 
ed on board of an American tbip at Marfcilies, to 
go on a trading voyage up the Mediterranean, 'and 
a few were detained by (ieknefs. Gapt. Penrofe, 
who came with them from Algiers, went to Ali- 
eant at the requeft of Mr. Montgomery, the Ame- 
rican conful who refided there, to take charge of a 
veffel intended to ply between that plaice and 
Philadelphia; but Ihe not being ready, captaki 
Penrofe returned from thence in another veffel, and 
landed at Bollon. 

The remainder of the captives, after a'refidcnce 
. of 20 days at Marfeilles, fet fail for the port of 
•Philadelphia on the 12th of November, in compa- 
ny with the two fons of the duke of Orleans, and 
'afte#a palTage of near three months," they arrrwed 

at 
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at Marcus Hook, where ihe vcflel was detained by 
the ice which was ihcn in the Delaware. On the 
8th of February 1797, they were brought to Phi- 
ladelphia in carriages, cicorted by many hundreds 
of their fellow citizens who went out to meet them. 
Upon their arrival at the Indian Queen tavern^ 
the Hreets were fo thronged as to render their 
paffage difficult, and as they entered the^ houfe, 
an ardent acclamation expreffed the fatisfa6lion of 
the people at their return. Xhofe who had friends 
in the city to provide for them, retired to receive 
their congratulations ; but it has been reported by 
feme of the captives, that thofe who were not fo 
fortunately accommodated, were left entirely defti- 
tute to wander the ftreets of the city, at that incle- 
ment feafon of the year, without friends, or a (in- 
gle cent to provide 4oy their fubfiftence. If this be 
true, it reflects a difeonor upon the hunianity of 
our government, that thefe unfortunate men (hould 
be refcued from the regions of mifery to ftarvc in a 
land of freedom. 

It muft ihfpire the breafls of the Americans with 
great regret and mortification, vhen they leflcft 
upon the exorbitant funis of money that have been 
expended in the negociation of the Algerine treaty, 
beiides the annual payment to the dcy of 12,000 
.Algerine fequins * in maritime (lores, according t« 
the laft article of the treaty ; and their mortification 
will not be diminilhed when they rcflcd, that they 
have now become the tributaries of a ci-devant lur- 
ki(h foldier ! This additional weight to the Ame- 
rican taxation, which had before encreafed in a 
rapid progrelfion, is not the moll comfortable rc- 

fle£lion> 

* The value of the Algerine fcquin (pronounccdy^/if^«) 
is 1*963 dollar ; oc i dollar 96 cents and 3 mills. 
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fl«£tion, and would almoft induce one to arraign the 
ncgociation as highly iaipolitic,were there not a dan- 
ger of incurring the imputation of a want of huma- 
nity. It is, however, very problematical whether 
the advantages to be derived from the JMediterra- 
nean trade Will ever compenfate for the expenditure 
of thefe enormous fums ; and it feems rather un- 
jud that the great burden of guaranteeing this trade 
ihould refl upon the ihoulders of the people, while 
its benefits refult to a few indivldqals, who ought 
perhaps to fupport this branch of commerce under 
the fanction of infurancc. 

I have thought proper, in order to reprefeut 
Jibe Algerine ncgociation in a more comprehenfive 
point of view, to fubjoin an, eftimate of the pecu* 
niary difburfcments, and the fevcral correfponden- 
ces that have taken place in this bufinefs, accord- 
fling to the .following reports. 

REPORTS of tilt Secretary of State and of 
the Secretary of the Treasury^. relative- to tht 
late Ncgociation with, the Dty and. Regency of 
Algiers* 

To the Prefident of the United States, the Secrc* 
tary of State refpc6lfully makes the following 
^ brief reprefentation of the affairs of the Unhcd 
States, in relation to Algiers *• 

Such arrangements have been made by Meffrs. 
Barlow and Donaldfon at Algiers and Leghorn, as 
will doubtlefs enfure the payment of the 400,000 
dollars, originally expe£led from the latter place ; 

- and 

* It win not be necefTary to give the fird part of this 
Report relative to the hiftory of the ncgociation, as that 
' has been before fully related. 
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and the fanric houfc has become engaged (o the Ccy 
and Regency for the r^fidue of the nioney due as 
the pric!e of peace ; without which he would "b^ot 
agree to the redeipption cf tliC 'captives. 1 he 
Secretary of the Trealury cftin.atcs thele fujther 
fums to be provided, to fulfil the terms of the trea- 
ty, at - Dpis. 255,759 

For two years annuity to the dcy, 56,246 

To which are to be added the lo,coo 
fcquins promifed by Meflrs Barlow and 
Donaldfon mentioned injheir letter, i8,cOo 

And the expences of the captives while 
performing quarantine at Marfeilles, and 
for tranfporting them to America; efiima- 
tcd by the con^ulat Marfeilles at about 6,500 

Dols. 376,505 

(Signed) TIMOTHY PICKERING, 

Secry of State. 
Department of State, 
Jan.6y 1797. 

The Secretary of the Treafury, in obedience to 
directions from the Prefident of the United 
States, refpcdifully makes the following repre- 
fentation refpedting the application of the fund 
deftined for the execution of the treaty with Al- 
giers. 

In purftiance of an ?£( pafled the 21ft day of Fe- 
bruary 1795, the fum of 8po,ooo dollars was bor- 
rowed of the Bank of the United States, which 
was paid in 6 per cent, flock. A conviction of 
the urgency of the cafe, and a difpofuion to accom- 
modate the govcrnmcnf, alone induced the bank 
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to confent to the loan, as the ftock was then fale* 
able in large quantities at par, including intcreft. 
Bills of exchange were not readily obtainable, and 
the fudden exportation of fo confiderable a fum of 
fpecie would have been attended with inconvenient 
dffe6ls* Indeed no alternative offered but to re- 
nounce ^ the negociation, or to remit Hock as a 
fund- 
Various caufes co-operated to caufe a depreflion 
of the prices of all kinds of public flock, foon af- 
ter the remittances had been made. 

The rates at which the falcs have been made arc 
as follows : 

£. /• d^ DoU, cu» 
56oi00odols, fold for fieri. II i,oj3 150 
240)000 remained unfold 

at the date of 

the latcft adyices, 

which may be 

-Cftimated at 80 

per cent, or 431200 00 o 



8oo>ooo dollars in (lock 
will therefore pro- 
duce in fterling 
money i54>253 ^5 o 



= 685,572.22 



Of the fum of 305,91.1 dollars ^il cents, 
appropriated for treaties with the Mediteira- 
nean powers, by the ad of -May 31ft, 1796, 
there was eftiroatcxl, for a (deficiency on ac- 
count of the treaty with Algiers, tfie fum of* 51,132. 



The whole of the grants for the Algerine 
treaty may therefore be confidercd as- equal 
to an efiedive fund in London of D^/r. 736,704* 21 
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Doh» cis. 
The cxpcnccs of carrying the treaty into 
cffed are cftimated at 5251000. 00 

To which are to be added, agreeably to 
Mr. Donaldfon's calculaiioni for per ccntage 
on the captives 27)000. ob 

Other expences, - « (^o>ooo. co 

Amount of money to be paid in Algiers, 6421C00. 00 

The cxpence of remitting the fum laft mention- 
ed, from London to Algiers, according to the bed 
eftimatc which can he formed, will be as follows : 

£• /• ii» Vols, cts, 
140,000 dols, procn red at Leg- 
horn, by bills on Lon- 
don, coft 4/io> 55- ICO 
fterling per dollar, or 
fterling .34>iio o o 

260jCCO dols. expefled to be 

obtained at 5/ will be 65,000 o o 
■ ■ ■ ■ * 

99,110 o o=440j48S. 88 
40,000 dollars remitted to 

Hamburgh, coft fieri. 7,200 18 8;= 40,013.04 
225,000 dols. procared at Lif- 
bon, for which drafts 
have been paffcd for 
fterling jOiPoy 16 0=1222^2^6. 89 

665,000 dollars placed in Leghorn, Ham- 
burgh, and Lifbon, and fuppofed 
to be fufficient to difcharge the pe- 
cuniary obligations of the treaty, 
will probably coft 702,758* 81 

Payments made to Col. Humphreys, fter- 
ling - jC-3h7' o o 
Payment to capt, O'Brien, 31 o o 

3>5C2 o c= i5>564« 44 
/ ' 1 
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The naval (lores ftipulatcd by Mr. Do- 

naldfon were eftimated at 57,000 dollars, but 

. which, agreeably to his enumeration of the 

articles, will cojl, according to the eflimate 

of the purveyor, - 12^^413. o« 

The freight of the faid ft ores is computed 

*' - " 3o,oco» 00 

The expence of the frigate lately promifed, 
Agreeably to the eftimate of the Secretary at ~ ' 

War, will be - 99>727* oa 

The whole expence of fulfilling the treaty 
according to the eftimate, therefore, is 992^446. ^25 

From which fum the effcdive value of 
the provilions already made being deduded, 
as before eftimated, 736,704. ^2 

There will remain to be provided, Doh. 2.55,759. 03 

By the laft article of the treaty, the United States are 
bound to pay an annuity of 17,000 Algerine fequins in 
maritime (lores ; the coft and freight of the articles requir- 
ed by the dey, for the two firft years* annuity, will, agree- 
ably to the purveyor's cfliraate,be Do/s, 144,246. 6 J 

From which the appropriations mkde by 
the ad of May 6th, 1796, for two 'years, 
being deduced, 48,000. 00 

There will remain to be provided on this 
account the fum of - Do/s. 96,246. 63 

(Signed) OLIVER WOLCOTT, jun. 

Secry of the Trcafury^ 
Treasury Department, 
Jan- 4, 1797. 
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An Eftimatc of the probable coft of the articles of 
^ the Algerine treaty. 

£. s. d. 

500 barrels of powder, at /^.I5 is 7,500 o o 

66 tons of lead, at j^.40 - 3,640 o o 

20,000 cannon ball, at £ . 276 - 2,760 o o 

5,000 double headed (hot - 590 o o 

200 pieces of canvafs - i,!00 o o 

2,000 gun barrels, - 2,000 c o 

50 marts, at /'•loo - 5»ooo o o 

100 fpars, at £ ^^o - 4,000 o o 

lo cables, and cordage 45 tons, 

at /.1 35 10,575 o o 
300 pine and oak plank, 6 inches 

thick and 50 feet long g,ooa o o 

2,000 barrels tar - 200 o o 

200 pieces of fcantling - 540 o o 

100 barrels of pitch - 150 o o 

10 cannon, &c. - 500 o o 

^.46,655 o o 



Equal to - Dols, 1 24 ,4 1 3. 00 

(Signed) TENCH FRANCIS, 

Purvey or • 
2gx\i December f 1796. 

An Eftimate of the fum neceffary to build and 
equip a frigate, to carry 36 guns for the dey of 
Algiers. To which is added an cftiraate of na- 
vigating the fame to Algiers* 

Dols$t cts* 
Carpenter's bill for building the hull, 
launching the fame, together with a 
complete fct of mafts and yards, per 
ton, dols. 45, is 24,210. 00 
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Joiners, fmiths, plumbers, boat- 
builders, carvers, coopers, block-ma- 
kers, fail- makers, riggers and rigging, 
with (hip-chandler's bill, dols- 55, 29,590* 00 

Ship complete, of 538 tons, at 100 
dolbrs per ton, is 53,800. 00 

Copper fheathing, - 4,lj8. 40 

Cannon, - 8,428. 60 

Copper, pintles and braces, i ,240. 00 

Powder, ihot, and other military ftores,l3,35i. 00 
Forty men, including officers, their 
pay and fubfiftcpce for five months, 8»589. 00 

Contingencies. - io,ooo« 00 

Dols* 991727. 00 

(Signed) JAMES M'HENRY* 

War-Office, 26tk Dec. 1796* 

In the execution of the bufinefs with which Baring 
and Co. have been cntrufted, they have com- 
municated to Mr. Pinckney, from time to time, 
every material circumftance which has occurred ; 
but as the prefent pofition is extremely critical 
and important, they will endeavor to (late as con- 
cife a narrative as poffibl^ from the commence- 
ment of the butinefs, for the confidcration and 
determination of Mr. King. 

March 7, 1795- The Prefident of the Bank re- 
mit to Baring and Co. 8oo,poo dollars in certi- 
tificates of 6 per cent flock, with orders to fell the 
fame without caufing a deprcfiion m the prices, and 
thus injuring the credit of American funds. The net 
proceeds, after deducing the ufual commiflions, are 
to be held at the difpofal of CoL David Humphreys ; 

and 
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and we are dire6tcd ta inform Col. Humphreys of 
the progrcfs we may make, from time to time, in the 
fales of the (lock, and alfo of the terms upon which 
remittances can be made to Cadiz or Leghorm 
This contains nearly the whole of our orders, or at 
leail the whole of what we conceive to be neceflaiy 
for the infjrmation of Mr. King, in the prefent 
moment ; the further letters from America being al- 
moft wholly anfwers to our numerous letters, and do 
not contain a fyllable of difapprobation with regard 
t^ our condu6l, but the reverfe. 

March 31. Col. Humphrey writes from Philadel- 
phia!, that we would furnifh h m with information, 
affiftance, &c. directed to him at Lifbon. 

April 2S. We wrote veiy fully to Col. Hum- 
phreys, communicating every information relative 
to. the probable fale of the (lock, and the various 
means by which he could execute his commilBon 
through London, Cadiz, Ll[bon,.and Italy in general. 

May 19. We wrote ftill more fully, in anfwer to 
his letter of the 3ifl March, wherein we oHered to 
anticipate a confiderable fum~, on the value of the 
efFedls in our hands, for which there was.no demand 
at the momerit. We explained to him the value of 
the Italian coin, thofe of Spain being well known; 
mentioning that it was eafier to procure money at 
Leghorn, where there was no reftiaint, than at Ca- 
diz where dollars were more plentiful, but the ex- 
portation vi^aa exclufively in the bank of St. Charles, 
from whom it was difficult to obtain permidion. 
That we could procure any quantity in London : to 
which we added the names of our correfpondents at 
the different places, offering every fervice in our 
po^ver, dire<5l or indire6\. 

May iS. Col. Humphreys advlfcs his arrival 9t 
Gibraltar. 

• I '2 July 
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July 2i« Wc advife Colonel Humphreys that wc 
had fold, QOO,ooo dollars : — that we were ready to 
pay 100,000, to his order ; and if he wanted a fur- 
ther fura; we dcfircd to be informed. 

July 27. Colonel Humphrey dire6\s us to pay 
40,000 dollars to Mr. Dcas, for Mr. Andrews, 
which was immediately complied with, by a credit 
on Hamburgh, for that value. 

July 30. VVe inform Colonel Humphreys that- 
having made further progrefs in our fales, we ihould 
hold the whole of the value of the 800,000 dollars 
at his difpofal • meaning* to furnifh, by anticipation, 
the value of that part which remained at that time 
unfold, if (he fervice of the United States requi- 
red it» 

November 28. Is the next letter from Colonel 
Humphreys, and the coBimencement of our diffi- 
cultic;s ; — he informs us, that he ihould fend the 
Sophia, for the purpofe of receiving Portugal gold 
and Sparniih dollars, in London, to the amount of 
650,000 Spanifh dollars. He further opens credit 
in favour of Meflrs, Dohrman, of Lilhon, which 
ffiom the fearcity of paper at the time was effedled 
to a very trifling amount. 

This letter was followed and confirmed by others ' 
from Colonel Humphreys, dated the l6lh, 22d, and 
•24th December, of a fimilar tenor, or very , nearly £0, 
and the arrival of the brig Sophia from Lifbon. 

Although Col. Humphreys has not mentioned to 
us the reafons of this proceeding, we may impute it 
to the advice contained in our letter of the jgih 
May, and indeed the well known facility with 
which a iuniof that defcription could be procured in 
London, of Spaniili dollars, having ourfelves ne^^cr 
experienced tl:e lead difficulty in difappointments 
for large fums. 

December 
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December 22. We anfwcred thefe letters, advi- 
fing Colonel Humphreys of the impoflibility to pro- 
cure Portugal gold, none having^ been received 
for many-years. Of the extraordinary turn which 
had appeared with regard to bullion, in confc- 
quence of the immcnfe drains upon this country, for 
carrying on the war, and which has finally compel- 
led the minifter to abandon his favorite proje6l of a 
fecond loan to the emperor ; but as the difficulty had 
only begun to appear, wc hoped that wiih Ibme de- 
lay, we (hould be able to collc6t the dollars for the 
purpofc of executing the orders of Col. Hum- 
phreys. 

Jan. 17, 1796. Finding it Irapoffible to procure 
gold, and no filvcr arriving, we fubmitted the 
whole of the orders and correfpondence to Mr. 
Pinckney ; when it was determined to purchafe fu'ch 
filvcr as might arrive ; but, at ail events, to detain 
the Sophia, which could not be wrong, as the wcft- 
crly winds would have prevented her failing. 

In the mean while, we wrote to Meffrs. Paiifti and 
Co. of Hamburgh, to know whether Portugal gold 
or Spanifh dollars could be obtained in that place. 

January 19, 26 — February 2, 12. Are letters 
we wrote to Colonel Humphreys, wherein we ac- 
quaint him with our profpc6ls, from time to time, 
that Parilh and Co. gave us reafon to hope for the 
execution of a part of the order, but that no filvcr 
had arrived in London. 

February 16. Having determined, with the ap- 
probation of Mr. Pinckney, to fend the Sophia to 
Hamburg, in confequence of the encouragement of 
Meffrs. Pariih and Co. on applying to capt. Cran- 
don, he obferved that it was contrary to hisinfiruc- 
tions, which were to' return to Lifbon : And as 
couGderablc doubts exifted about proceeding to 

Himbuig, 
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Hamburgh, Mr, Pinckney declined giving a poll— 
tivc order to captain Crandon, which proved fortu- 
nate, as immediately after advice was received from 
Meffrs. Pari(hand Co. that the dollars they had in 
view had been purchafcd. 

On tins occaiion, and under this date, wc wrote 
to Colonel Humphreys, by the brig Sophia, and by 
the packet, acquainting him with our difappointment 
in toto ; which we accompanied, at the intimation of 
Mr. O'Brien, with letters of credit on Madrid and 
Cadiz ; and, in order to firiifli this part of the fub*- 
je6i, as a juUification for permitting the Sophia tore^ 
turn, we {hould obferve, that if (he had been detainj- 
tained for fix months, we could not have procured 
one half of the quantity of Spaniih dollars re- 
quired. 

March I. We advifed Colonel Humphreys that 
we had received a large fum in bills, drawn from 
I>eghorn, on the BritilTi government ; being for mo- 
ney fent to Algiers, and which ?p; eared afterwards 
to be for the releafe of the Corfican prifoners* 

March 2f, — 29. Are anfwers to letters frCnn 
Col. Humphreys, relative to our accounts, chiefiy 
dated the 27th February, and gih March, which 
we do not notice, concluding that he was fatisfied, 
as nothing app'fars in reply to us ; but as there was 
rcafon to fear the bufinefs dould not be executed 
in Spain, the government there refufing a licence, 
notwithOanding the endeavors of Meffrs. Joyes 
and Sons, aided by the American mini'.ier or refi- 
dent. 

April I. We wrote to Meffrs. Fonncreau, of 
Leghorn, not only to open the neccffary credit, 
but to explain to them, in a full and confidential 
manner, the nature and extent of our preceding 
difppointments ; requeuing (with the approbation of 

Mr. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF ALGIERS. 105 

Mr. Pinckncy and Col. Humphreys) that they 
would convey to Algiers fuch information as fhould 
fatisfy the dey, that the delay in paying the money 
* did not arife from the want of funds, credit, or en- 
deavours on the part of the United States, butmuft 
be folcly attributed to the political convulfions in 
ErMrope, which had annihilated the ufual channels 
cr modes of procuring the coin for the purpofe. 

It is unncccflary to quote dales of letters, as there 
appears but one opinion on the fubje£l, namely, 
*' that the bufinefsmuft finally be done at Leghorn, 
and both Mr. Pinckney and Col. Humphreys re- 
commend mod earneftly that the information al« 
ludcd to (houldwbe conveyed to Algiers. 

April 19. Fonnereau anfwcrour letter of the id, 
promifing (o foUovC^ the orders of Col. Humphreys, 

and that would communicate to Algiers •very 

thing we had defircd. 

June 17. Fonnereau advifc the delivery to them, 
on that day, of the orders from CoL Humphreys, 
to pay to the order of Mr. Donald fon, 400,000 
Spaniih milled dollars, which they acquaint him 
ftiall be immediately complied. 

June 19. Mr. Donaldfon acquaints Meflts. Fon- 
nereau, that he ihould accept the fum ; and on a 
meeting between them and——, the price of the 
dollars, with that of Agio, was fettled to the fatis- 
fadlion of— — 

June 20,-24. Fonnereau drew for what money 
they could procure, and on the 14th write, ** en- 
clofcd you have Mr. Donaldfon's receipt for dols. 
140,000, paid to him by order of Col. Humphreys: 
This bufinefs might have been completely finifhed 
by our giving to Mr. Donaldfon bills on you, or 
on Hamburg, for the remaining 260,000 dollars, 

which—-! offered to negociatc for htm, and to 

give 
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give him a receipt for the whole 400,000 dollars, 
which he engaged to (hip to Algiers ; but a certain 
diffidence on his fide, would not permit him to fign 
receipts to us, for more than he had abfolutely re- 
ceived in ca(h." 

June 27. The French entered Leghorn, and 
Fonnereau embarked on board an Englifh frigate. 

July 15. Mr. Donaldfon draws on us for the funt 

of dollars 10,000 ; under the fame dates 

enquires about Mr. Donaldfon's credit on us, and 
whether we have orders for more than dols. 400,000* 

Thisqueftion leads to a ftate of the account, with 
an eftimate of the efFedls in our hands. On the 
original fum fent to us, we have only fold 560 UK 
dollars, the price having fallen at one time fo low 
as 82, and believing that government would feet 
relui^nt to fell under 90, we had determined to 
anticipate on the value of the remainder, waitings 
for our reimUurfement in the due time. 

The 560 dollars above, have procured 1 1 1*033 
Some part was fold above 90 per cent, 
and none below that price, which leaves 
fcarce 3/1 1 1-2 per dollar. , 
i The prefent price is 86, with little de- 
mand ; fuppofe the remaining 249 m. 
dollars produce 3/9 per dollar, the amount 
will be 45,000 

Total amount of fales and cffc6ts, ^56,053 

The great defalcation in the nominal dollars, 
arifes from the remittances being made in funds 
which fell at 10 per cent, under par, and the pay- 
ments being made in foreign money, at a rate very 
much above par, — that at Leghorn in particular 

has 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



HISTORY OF ALGIERS. 107 

lias advanced 16, 18 per cent, above what it was 

not a long time fince* 

Our payments are as follow : £. 

Credit on Hamburgh dollars 40 m« 9»oo2 

Drafts of Dohrman, - 50,ocx> 

Remittances to Col. Humphreys, 31^36 

His draft I2th December, - 455 

Paid O'Brien, - 31 
Paid fundry perfons for the dividends on 

flock fold, - 2,497 
Dollars 140 m. paid by Mr. Donaldfon, 

we calculate pirce 4/10 55-100 each, 34>iio 

99,118 
Suppofe the remaining dollars 260 m. 
which includes Mr. Donaldfon's drafts, 
calculated at the fame rate, the amount 
will be^ at ^. 65,000 

Total amount of payments, 164,118 

Ditto of falcs and effe6\s, ^56*653 

The fum of /*2,497 P^**^ ^^^ "^ ^y dividends, 
will be received again by us from America, and 
of courfe, appear ultimately to the rredit of the 
United States. 

Under all the circumftances which have been fla- 
ted, it is fubmitted to Mr. King,— what ought to be 
done in the prefcnt moment? 

Mr. Fonnereau fays, that reliance may be had 
on-! —having conveyed to Algiers the informati- 
on requeued ; and moreover, that it will be tho- 
roughly fatisfaflory at that place. 

In the prefent fituation of Leghorn there is in fa6l 
no exchange; and the drafts of Mr. Donaldfon mud 
tc negociated elfewhere — The Italians, moreover, 

know, 
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knoW^ that bills drawn from Leghorn fubfcqucnt to 
the entry of the French, cannot be paid in London 
without a licenfc, &c« 

Baring and Co. cap have no difficulty with regard 
to thcmfelves ; they are dire6^ed to hold the pro- 
ceeds, or value (which they conceive to be equally 
the intention of the United States) at the difpofai ol 
Colonel Humphreys, who dire6ls theni to pay 
40,000 dollars to the order of Mr. Donaldfon 
which will be pundlually complied with, to the ex* 
tent of fal6s, and value of what remains, under: 
proper licenle : But that zeal which has induced then 
to follow this bufinefs into foreign parts, withou 
any other motive for their fo doing, induces them t^ 
fubmit the difficulties which occur with regard to thi 
a6lual pofition of Leghorn,-— a doubt whether Xh 
bufinefs can be executed from thence, at prcfent,— 
and Hill more, the defalcations whjch tnuft arifc, 
rcfpe6ting the funds, to the confideration of Mr. 
King, for his better judgment, and which, they | 
truft, will ferve as an apology for the detail with j 
which they now trouble him. I 

£• 156,053 Sales and fuppofcd value. 
2,497 Dividends. 

158,550 

^^; 51568 Deficient, fuppofing Mr. Donaldfon 

^*^^» can negociatc the remaining dollars, 

^^^ 260 m. at ^; thofe of Mr. Fonnercau 

"?^^ having coft 4/10 55-100. 

164,118 



2gtk Augujlf 1796. 

An 
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An cftimate of the probable coft and frcigb! of the 
maritime ftores neccffary for paying the firfl 
and fccond years' aanuLties to the Dcy and Re- 
gency of Algiers. 

1000 barrels powder, - X. 1 5,000 00 o 

2000 pine and oak planks, 6,000 00 o 

3000 pine boards, - 4>50o 00 o 

ijooo pipe ftavcs, - - 50 00 o 

100 dozen long tar brufhes, - joo 00 o 

34 cables, 80 tons, 10,800 00 o 

10 coils white rope, ii,2oolb» 500 00 o 

5 tons yarn, - 975 00 o 

100 l)olts of canvafs^ 550 00 o 

3 tons lead, - 120 00 o 

55 ton5 /pikes, - 3,597 10 o 

2000 bomb fhells, 650 00 o 

/.42,842 10 o 

Equal to Lois. 1 14,246. 63 
To tranfpott the above ta Algiers, 
fuppofc 50,000. 00 

Rols. 144,246. 63 

TENCH FRANCIS, 

Purveyor. 
■2gtk December f 1796. 



Thefe are all the official eflimates and correfpon- 
dencies that have as yet tranfpired in the Algerine 
bufinefs. But thefe enormous expenditures are not 
the fole lofs that has been fuftaincd by the Ameri- 
cans. They have incurred the additional cxpcnce 
.of equipping a number of veflcls, in conformity to 
K an 
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an a£l of Congrcfs paflcd foon after the Alger ine 
captures, empowering the Prefident to purchafc, or 
caufe a number of vcffcls to be built, for the pro- 
te£lion of the commerce of the United States again ft 
the Algerines. Another item to be included in 
the account is the lofs of the eleven fail of Ameri- 
can veffcls, and their cargoes, the moft of them very 
valuable. The dey fold feveral of thefe veffelt 
for a confiderable price to the Swedifh conful in 
Algiers, who now employs them in the Levant 
trade. The value of ihefe veffcls and their cargoes, 
with many contingent expenccs that have never 
been included, will amount toatleaft 180,000 dol- 
lars, which, added to the fum tdtal, as dated by the 
Secretary of the Treafury, will amount to the fura 
of 1,172,446 dollars arid 25 cents, — the whole lofs 
that the people of the United States have fuftained 
by the piratical aggreffions of this mifcrcant nation. 



CHAP, 
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Th^ Algerine and Tripoliian treaties* 



A TREATY OF PEACE AND AMITY CDNCLUDEp SEP- 
TEMBER 5, 1795, BETWEEN HASSAN BASllA%'^ 
DEY OF ALGIERS, HIS DIVAN AND SUBJECTS ; 
AND GEORGE WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT OF THK 
UNITED STATES o'f NORTH AMERICA, AND THE 
CITIZENS OF THE SAID UNITED STATES: WITH 
THE president's PROCLAMATION, ANNOUNC- 
ING ITS RATIFICATION. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 



To all to whom thefe prefents Jhall come,' — -. , 
Greeting : 

WHEREAS a Treaty of Peace and A miry 
has been concluded in the manner herein- 
after mentioned, by the Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America, and the Dey and Regen- 
cy of Algiers ; which Treaty, written in the Ara- 
bic language, being tranflated into the language of 
the United States, is in the words following, to wit : 
" A Treaty of Peace and Amity concluded this 
prefent Day lima artafi, the twenty-firft of the 
Luna fafer year ©f the Hegira 12 10, correfpdn- 
ding with Saturday the fifth of September, one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-five, between 
Hassan BashaW, Dey of Algiers, his Divan and 
fubj«£ls, and George Washington, Prefidcnt 

of 
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of the UniteJ States of North America, and the 

citizens of the faid United States. 

Article iH. From the date of the prefent trea- 
ty, there fliall fubfift a firm and fincerc peace and 
amity between the President and citizens of the 
United States of North America, and Hassan Ba- 
SHAWr Dey of Algiers, his Divan and iubje£is ,- 
the veiTels and fubjedts of both nations recfprocally 
treating each other with civility, honor and refpc6l. 

Article the 2d. All veflels belonging to the 
citizens of the United States of North America, 
Ihall be permitted to enter the different ports of the 
Regency, fo trade with our fubjefts, or any other 
pcrfons refiding within our jurifdif\ion, on paying 
the ufual duties atourcu(lom houfe that are paid by 
all nations at peace with this Regency ; obferving 
that all goods difembarked and not fold here (haH 
be permitted to be reirobarked without paying any 
duty whatever, either for difembarking or embar- 
king* All naval and military ftores, fuch as gun- 
powder, lead, iron, plank, fulphur, timber for build- 
ing, tar, pitch, rofin, turpentine, and any other goods 
denominated naval and military ftores, fhall be per- 
mitted to be fold in this Regency ,without paying any 
duties whatever at the cuftom houfe of this Regency. 

Article 3d. The veffels of both nations (hall 
pafs each other without any impediment or molefla- 
tion ; and all goods, monies or paffengers, of what- 
foever nation, that may be on board of the veffels 
belonging to either party fhall be confidered as in- 
violable, and fhall be allowed to pafs unmolefted. 

Article 4th. All fhips of war belonging to 
this Regency, on meeting with merchant veffels be- 
longing to citizens of the United States, fhall be al- 
lowed to vifii them with two performs only befide 
the rowers; — thefc two only permitted to go on 

board 
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board faid vcflel, without obtaining exprefs leave 
from the commander of faid vcflTcl, who (hall com- 
pare the paffpprt, and immediately permit faid vef- 
iel to proceed on her voyage unmolcfled. All (hips 
of war belonging to the United States of North 
America, on meeting with anAlgerine cruifer, and 
Ihall have feen her paflport and certificate from the 
Conful of the United Sratcs of North America, re- 
fident in this Regency, Ihall be permitted to pro- 
ceed on her cruife unmolefled : no pafTport to be if- 
fued to any (hips but fuch as are abfoJuteJy the pro- 
perty of citizens of the United States : and eighteen 
months (hall be the term allowed for furnilhing the 
ihips of the United Slates with paflTports. 

Article 5th. No commander of any cruifer 
belonging to this regency, fhall be allowed to take 
any perfon, of whatever nation or denomination, 
out of any veflfel belonging to the United States of 
North America, in order to examine them, or^un- 
der pretence of making them confois any thing ds- 
fired ; -neither (hall they inflI61 any corporal punilh- 
ment, or any way c\[c raoleft tliL'm. 

AtiTicLE 6ih. If any vcfTel belonging to the 
United States of North Aiierica, (hall be ftranded 
on the coaft of this Regency, they (liail receive- 
cvery poflible alTidance from the fubjevSls of this 
Regency: all goods faved from the wreck (hall be 
permitted to be reimbarkeJ on board of any olhei- 
veflfel, without paying any duties at the culloin 
iioule. 

Article 7th. The Algerines are not, on any 
pretence whatever, to give or fell any vefltl of war 
to any nation at war wi<h the United States of 
NortH America, or any veflcl capable of cruiung to 
ihe detriineat of the commerce ofihe United States. 

AaiicLs 
K 2 
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Article the 8thr Any cltlzeni of the United 
States of North America, having bought any prize 
condemned by the Algerines, ihall not be again 
captured by the cruifers of the Regency then at fea, 
although they have not a paffpprt ; a certificate 
from the Conful refident being deemed fufficient, 
until fuch time they can procure fuch paflport. 

Article the ^th. If any of the Barbary dates 
at vi'ar with the United Slates of North America, 
fliall capture any American veffcl and bring her in- 
to any of the ports of this Regency, they (hall not be 
permitted to fell her, but (hall depart the port on 
procuring the requifite fupplics of provifion. 

Article the loih. Any veflTel belonging to the 
United States of North America, when at war with 
any other nation, (hall be permitted to fend ihevr 
prizes into the ports of the Regency, have leave to 
difpofe of them, without paying any duties on falc 
thereof. All vefTels wanting provifions or refre(h- 
menis, (hall be permitted to buy them at market 
price. 

Article the jith. All (hips of war belonging 
to the United States of North America^ on anchor- 
ing in the ports of the Regency, fhall receive the 
ufual prefents of provifions and rcfrc(hments, gratis* 
Should any of the (laves of this Regency make their 
efcape on board faid velTels, they (hall be immedi* 
atcly returned: No cxcufe (liall be made that they 
have hid themfelves amongft the people and can* 
not be found, or any other equivocation. 

Article the 12th. No citizen of the United 
States of North America, (hall be obliged to re- 
deem any (lave againfl his will, even (hould he be 
his brother : neither (hall the owner of a Cave be 
forced to fell him againft h^s will : but all fuch 
agreements muft be made by confent of parties. 
./. -s^ Should 
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Should any American citizen be taken on board an 
enemy-ihip, by the cruifers of this Regency, ha- 
ving a regular paflport, fpecifying they are citi- 
zens of the United States, they fhall be immediate- 
ly fet at liberty. On the contrary, they having 
no paflport, they and their property ihall be con- 
fidcred lawful prize ; as this Regen y know their 
friends by their paflporls. 

Ariiclk the 13th. Should any of the citizens 
of the United States of North America die within 
the limits of tHs Regency, the Dey and his fub- 
je6ls (hall not interfere with the property of the de- 
ccafed ; but it (ball be uhdkr the immediate direc- 
tion of the conful ; unlefs otherwife difpofed of by 
will. Should there be no coniul, the effects fhall 
be depofited in the hands of fome perfon wbrihy of 
truft, until the party (hall appear who has a right 
to demand them ; when they (hall render an ac- 
count of the property. Neither fhall the Dey or 
Divan give hindrance in the execution of any will 
that may appear. 

Article the 14th, No citizen of the United 
States of North America, fhall be obliged to pur- 
chafe any goods againft his will; but on the con- 
trary, (hall be allowed to purchafe whatever if 
picafeth him. The conful of the United States of 
North America, or any other citizen, fhall not be 
amenable for debts contracted by any one of their 
own natron ; unlefs previoufly they have given a 
written obligation fo to do. Should the Dey want 
to freight any American veffci that may be in the 
Regency, orTurkcy, faid vefTel not being engaged ; 
in confequence of the friendfhip fubfifting between 
the tw9 nations, he expe6^s to have the preference 
given him, on his paying the fame freight .olTered 

by any other naliont 

Article 
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Article the 15th. Any difputcsor fultsatlaw, 
that may take place between the fubjc6\s of the Re- 
gency and the citizens of the United States of North 
America, fliall be decided by thcDey in pcrfon,and 
no other. Any difputes that may arile between 
the citizens of the United States, fhall be decided 
by the conful ; as they arc in fuch cafes not fubjed 
to the laws of this Regency. 

Article the 16th. Should any citizen of the 
United States of North America, kill, wound, or 
ilrike a fubjecl of this Regency, tc (halJ be j5u- 
niftied in the fame maniier as a Turk, and not with 
more fcverity. Should ;&ny citizen -of the United 
States of North America, in the above predicament, 
efcape prifon, the conful Ihall not become an- 
fw£rablc for him. 

Article the 17th. The Conful of the United 
States of North America, ihall have every perfonal j 
fccurity given him and his houfehold : he Hull 
have liberty to exercifc his religion in his own 
houfe. All flaves of the fame religion (hall not be 
impeded in going to faid ConfuTs houfe., at hours of 
prayer. The Conful (hall have liberty and perfonal 
fecurity given him to travel whenever he pleafcs, 
within the Regency : he (hall have free licence io 
go on board any yefTcl lying in our roads, when- 
ever he (hall think (it. The Conful (hall have leave 
Io appoint his own Drogaman and Broker. 

Article the i8ih. Should a war break out be- 
tween the two nations, the Conful of the United 
States of North America, and all citizens of 
North America, and all citizens of faid States, (hall 
have leave to embark thcmfelves and property un- 
niole()ed, on board of what veiTel or vefl^is they 
ihall think proper, '^ . 

Article he 19th. Should the cruifetsef Al- 
ters capture any vcfleJ, having citizens of tlic 
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United States of North America on board, they 
having papers to prove they are really fo, they and 
their property (hall be immediately difcharged. 
And (hould the vcfl'els of the United Stares capture 
any veffels of nations at war with them, having 
fubje6^s of this Regency on board, they (hall be 
treated in like manner. 

Article the 20th. On a veflTcl of war belong- 
ing to the United States of North America anchor- 
ing in our ports, the Conful is to inform the Dey of 
her arrivai ; and (he (hall be falutcd with twenty- 
one guns ; which (he is to return in the fame quan- 
tity or number. And the Dcy will fend frc(h pro- 
viGonson board, as is cu(!omary, gratis. 

Article the aift. The Conful of the United 
States of North America, (hall not be required to 
pay duty for any thing he^ brings from a foreign 
country for the uic of his houfc and family* 

Article the 22d. Should any difturbance take 
place between the citizens of the United States and 
the fubjeiSls of this Regency, or break any article 
of this treaty, war (hall not be declared immedi« 
ately ;. but every thing (hall be fearchcd into regu- 
larly : the party injured (hall be made reparation* 

On the 2i(t of the Luna of Safer, 1210, corref- 
ponding with the 5th September 1795, Joseph 
Donaldson, jun. on the part of the United States 
of North America, agreed with Hassan Bashaw, 
Dey of Algiers, to keep the articles cpntained in 
this treaty facrcd and inviolable ; which we the Dey 
and Divan promife to obferve, on confideration of 
tlie United States paying annually the value of 
twelve thoufand Algerinc fcquins in maritime (lores. 
Should the United States forward a larger quantity, 
the overplus (hall be paid for in money, by the Dey 
and "Regency. Any veflcl that may be captured 

from 
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from the date of this treaty of peace and amhy^, 
fhall immediately be delivered up on her arrival in 
Algiers. 

Signed, 




VIZIR HASSAN BASHAW, 
JOSEPH DONALDSONj 

To all to whom ikefe prefenfs JJiall comCy or be 
made known. 

Whereas the underwritten David Humphreys, 
hath been duly appointed Commiflioner Plenipo- 
tentiary by letters patent under the fignaturc of the 
Prefident and feal of the United States of Ame- 
rica, dated the 30th of March 1795, for negoci- 
ating and concluding a treaty of peace with the 
Dey and Governors of Algiers ; whereas by inftruc- 
tions given to him on the part of the Executive, 
dated the 28th of March and 4th of April 1795 ; he 
hath been further ''authorifed to employ Jofcph 
Dorialdfon, junior, on an agency in the faid bufi- 
ncfs ; whereas by a writing under his hand and 
feal, dated the 21 ft of May 1795, he did conft^utc 
and appoint Jofeph Donaldfon, junior, agent in the 
bafincfs aforefaid ; and the faid Jofeph Donaldfon, 
junior, did on th^ 5th of September 1795, agree 
with HafTan Bafliaw, Dey of Algiers, to keep the 
articles of the preceding treaty facred and invio- 
lable : 

Now,^now ye, That I David Humphreys, Com- 
miffioncr Plenipotentiary aforefaid, do approve and 
conclude the faid treaty, and every article and 
<laufe therein contained ; referving the fame nevcr- 
thclefs for the final ratification of the Prefident of 
the United States of America, by a;nd with the 

advice 
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advice and confcnt of the Senate of the faid United 
States* 

In tejlimony whereof^ I have figned 
the fame with my hand and feal^ 
(Seal) at the city of Lifbon, this 28th 

of November 1795. 

DAVID HUMPHREYS. 

Now he it known. That I George Washing- 
ton, Prcfident of the United States of America, 
having fcen and confidered thq faid treaty, do, by 
and with the advice and confentof the Senate, ac- 
cept, ratify, and confirm the fame, and every 
claufc and article thereof. And to the end that the 
faid treaty may be obferved and performed with 
good faith on the part of the United States, I have 
ordered the preraifes to be made public; and I do 
hereby enjoin and require all pcrfons bearing of- 
fice civil or military within the United States, and 
all other citizens or inhabitants thereof, faithfully 
to obfervc and fulfil the faid treaty, and ever^j ar- 
ticle and claufe thereof. 

In tejlimony whereof, I have caufed the fcal of the 
United States of America to be affixed to thcfe pre- 
fents, and figned the fame with my hand. 

Done at the city of Philadelphia, the 
feventh day of March, one thou- 
(Seal) fand fcven hundred and ninety- 

fix, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America, the 
twentieth. 

G^. WASHINGTON- 
By the Prefident. 

Timothy Pickering, 
SecWy of State* 

A TREA* 
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A TREATY OP PEACE AND AMITY CONCLUDED, NO- 
VEMBER 4, 1796, BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND THE BEY AND SUBJECTS OF 
TRIPOLI OF BARBA^RY, WITH THE PRESIDENT'S 
PROCLAMATION, ANNOUNCING ITS RATIFICA- 
TION. 

JOHN J DAMS, 

Pl^ESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

To all to whom thefe prefents Jhall comt^'^ 
Greeiing : 

WHEREAS a Treaty of Peace and Fnendihip 
has been concluded in the manner herein after men- 
tioned, by the Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America and the Bey and fubjc£ls of Tripoli of 
Barbary; which treaty written in the Arabic lan- 
guage, being tranflated into the language of the U- 
nited States, is in the words following to wit : 

Treaty Of Peace and Friendship Between 
4hc United States of America and the Bey and Sub- 
je6ls of Tripoli of Barbary. 

Article ift. There is a firm and perpetual 
peace and friend (hip between the United Statfs of 
America, and the bey and fubje£ls of Tripoli of 
Barbary, made by the free confcnt of both parties, 
and guaranteed by the Mod Potent Dey afid Regen- 
cy of Algiers. 

Article 2d. If any goods belonging to any 
nation with which either of the parties is at war, 
Ihall be loaded on board of veflTels belonging to 
the other party, they fhall pafs free, and no attempt 
Ihail be made to take or delajn them. 

Article 3. If any citizen, fubje^s or efFecSls be- 
longing to cither party (hall be found on board a 

prize 
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prize vciTcltakcn from an enemy by the other party, 
fuch ciiizens or fubjeds fnall be fct at liberty, and 
the cflfcdts rcOored to the owners. 

Article 4. Proper pafTports are to be given to 
all veflels of both parties, by which they are to be 
known. And confidcring the diiiancc between the 
twr. countries, eighteen months from the date of 
this treaty fhall be allowed for procuring fuch paff- 
ports. During this intervalthe other papers be- 
longing to fuch vcffels fhall be fufficicnt for their 
prote6^ior>« 

ARTiGiE 5th. A -citizen or fub je6l of cither par- 
t}'' having bought a prize condemned by the party, 
or by any other nation, the certificate of ccftdem- 
natioti, and bill of fale, (hall be a fufficicnt paff- 
port for fuch vcffel for one year : this being a 
r-cafonable time for her to procure a proper paff- 
port» 

Article 6- VcfTcls of ctiher party putting in- 
to the ports of the other, aid having need of pro- 
Tifions or other fiipplics, they (liall be fuinifted at 
the market price. And if a»y fuch vcflel fliall 
fb put in from a difafler at ka, and have ccc^fion 
to repair, (he fl ail be at liberty to land and reim- 
feark her cargo, without paying any duties. But 
in no cafe Ihall ilie be compelled to land her car- 

Article 7. Should a vcfTel of either party be 
cafl on the O.ore of the other, all proper alTif^ance 
(hall ^e given to her and her people; no pillage 
(hall be allowed, the property iliall remain at the 
difpofitioii of the owners, and the crew protc^ed 
atjd fuccoured till they can be fen t to their country. 

Article 8. If a vcfTel of cither party fhould be 

attacked by an enemy within gun-fliot of .the forts 

of the other, (he (hall be dcfcndtd as much as gof- 

L . fib!e« 
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fible. If fhc be in port (he (hall not be feizcd or 
altacked when it is in the power of the other party 
to protcdt her ; and when fhc proceeds to Tea no 
enemy (hall be allowed io purfuc her from the 
fame port within twenty-four hours after her de- 
parture. 

Article 9. The commerce between the UrJt- 
cd States and Tripoli — the protection to be ^»vcn 
to merchants, mafters of veffels, and feamen — the 
reciprocal rightofcnablifhingConfuis in each coun- 
try, and the privilege?^, immunities and jurifdi^lions 
to be enjoyed by fuch Copfuls, are declared to be 
,on ,thc lame footing with ihofc of the mod favored 
nations refpe6\ively. 

Article loth. The money and prcfents demand- 
ed by the Bey of Tripoli, as a full and fatisfa6iory 
confideration on his part, and on thepart ot his fub- 
je<t\s, for this treaty of perpetual peace and friend- 
Ihip, are acknowledged to have hccn received by 
him previous to his ligning the faire, according to 
a receipt which is hereto annexed, except fuch part 
as is promiled on thf part of the United States to be 
delivered and paid by them on the arrival of their 
Conful in Tripoli, of which part a note is likewife 
liorcto annexed. And no pretence of any periodi- 
cal tribute or further payment is ever to be made by 
either party. 

Article nth. As the government of the U- 
nited States of America is not in any fenfe founded 
on theChrlflian religion, as it has in iifelf no cha- 
ra^ler of enmity againft the Jaws, religion or tran- 
quility of MulTelmen — and as the faid ftates have ne- 
ver entered into any war or zt\ cf hcOility againlt 
any Mahomedan nation, it is declared by the far- 
lice, tha^ no pretext aiiling from religieus opinions 

Ihall 
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(hall ever produce an interruption of the harmony, 
cxifting between the two countries. 

Article I2lh. In cafe of any difpute arifing 
from a violation of any of the articles of this treaty 
no appeal (hall be made to arms, nor ihall v.ar be 
declared on any pretext whatever. But if the Con- 
ful refidingat the place where the difpute ihall hap- 
pen, Ihall not be able to fettle the fame, an amica- 
ble reference fliall be-made to the mutual friend of 
the parties, the Dey of Algeirs, the parlies hereby 
engaging to abide by his decifion* And he, by 
virtue of his fignature.lo this treaty, engages for 
himfclf and his fucceffors, to declare the juliice of 
the cafe according to the true interpretation of the 
treaty, and to ufe all the means in his power to en- 
force the obfervance of the fame. 

Signed and Sealed at Tripoli of Barbary, the 3d 
day of Jumad, in the year of the Hegira 121 1, 
correfpondlng with the 4lh day of November 
1796 — ^by 
(l. s.) JUSSUF BASHAW MAHOMET, Bey. 
(l. s.) MAMET, Treafurcr. 
(L. s.) AME T, Minifter of Marine. 
(l. s.) AMET, Chamberlain. 
(l. s.) ally, Chief of the Divan. 
(l. s.) SOLIMAN KAYA, 
(l. s.) GALIL, General of the Troops. 
(l. s.) MAHOMET, Cmdt. of theCity. 
(l. s.) MAMET, Secretary. 

Signed and Sealed at Algiers, the 4th iky of 
Argil, 121 1, Gorrefponding with the 3d day of Ja- 
nuary 1797, by 

(l. s.) HASSAN BASHAW, Dey. 
And by the Agent Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America. 

(L. s.) JOEL BARLOW. 

I Jod 
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1 Joel Barlow, Agent and Conful General of the 
United States of America, for the City and King- 
dom of Algiers, certify and attcft that the foregoing 
is a true copy of the treaty, concluded between the 
United States, and the Bey and Subjects of Tripoli 
of Barbary, of which the original is to be tranfmit- 
ted by me to the Miniftcr of the faid United States, 
in Lifbon* 

In tejiimony whereof, I fign thcfc pre- 
fents with my hand, affix thcr-eto the feal 
(l. s.) of the Confulateof the United Statcsat 
Algiers, this 4th of January 1797- 
JOEL BARLOW. 

To all to whom thefe prefenis JJiall come or be made 
known : 
Whereas the under written David Humphreys, 
hath been duly appointed Gommirfioncr Plenipo- 
tentiary, by Letters Patent uader the fignature of 
the Prcfident and feal of the United States of Ame- 
rica, dated the 30th of March J795t for negoci- 
atiag and coicluding a Treaty of Peace with the 
Moil lUullrious, The Bafhaw, Lords and Gover- 
nors of the City and Kingdom of Tripoli : Where- 
as by a writing under his hand and feal, dated the 
loth of February 1796, he did (in conformity to 
the authority committed me therefore) cofiftitutc and 
appoint Joel Barlow, aid Jofeph Donaldfon, junior, 
agents, jointly and fep irately, in the bufinefs aforc- 
faid : Whereas the annexed Treaty of Peace and 
friendfliipi was agreed upon, figned and fealed at 
Tripoli of Barbary on the 4th of November 1796^ 
in virtue of th; pswer aforefaid, and guaranteed 
by the Mod Potent Dey and Regency of Algiers ; 
and whereas the fame was certified at Algiers on 
the 3d day of January 17971 with the fignature 

and 
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and fcal of Haffati Bafhaw, Dey, and of Joel Bar- 
low, one of the agents aforcfaid^— 

Now know yCj That I Davfd Humphreys com- 
miffioner plenipotentiary oforefaid, do approve and 
conciiKle the faid treaty, and every article and 
claufe therein contained, referving the fame nevcr- 
thelefs for the final ratification of the Piefident of 
the United States of America, by and with the ad- 
vice and confcnt of the Senate of the faid United 
States. 

In teftimony whereof, I have i!c:ned the fame 
with my name and feal, at the city of Lif- 
bon this icth of February, 1797. 

(l. s.) DAVID HUMPHREYS." 

Now be it known. That I John Adams, Prefidcnt 
i>f the United States of Amer-ca, hav^pg feen and 
confidcrcd the faid Treaty, do, by and m'xxh the ad- 
viceand confent of the Senate, accept, r«itify, and con- 
firm the (ame, and every claufe and article thereof. 
And to the end that the faid Treaty may be obfer- 
ved and performed with good faith on the pirt of the 
United Statesy^ 1 have ordered the prcmifes to 'he 
made public ; — and 1 do hereby enjoin and require 
all perfons bearing office, civil or military, within 
the United States, and all other citizens or inhabi- 
tants thereof faithfully to obferve and fulfil the faid 
Treaty and every claufe and article thereof. 

In tejlimony whereof, I have caufed the Seal 
of the United Slates of America to be affix- 
ed' to thefe Prcfents, and figneJ the fame 
(l. s.) with my hand. Done at the City of Phila- 
delphia, the Tenth day of June, one Thoa- 
L 2 iand 
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fand fcv^n Hundred and Nincty-fevcu, awd 
^ of the Independence of the United States 
the Twenty-rfirft. 

JOHN AI>AMS. 
By the Prejident. 

Timothy Pickerin&^' 
»?<wr*ry 0/ State. 
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DESCRIPTION, 'Sc. 



CHAP. I. 

Its divijtott ; ri'versy foily climaUy and produSlions ; am* 
malsy antiquities and curiojities ; inhabitants^ cujlomt 
and mattnen ; drtfst language^ corf airs and commerce;, 
revenues J government ^ punijhments and religion* 

THE kinr^iom of Algiers is fifuated between 
32 and 37 degrees ®f north latitude, which 
correfponds to that of the United States from near 
the fouthern boundary of Virginia to near the river 
Savannah in Georgia, and between 76 and 84 de- 
grees 20 minutes caft longitude from Philadelphia* 
It extends 480 miles in length from eaft'to weft 
along the northern coaft of Africa, and 320 milc3 
in breadth from north to fouth» It is bounded by 
the Mediterranean on the north, bv the kinerdom 
of Tunis on the eaft, by mount Atlas on the fouth, 
and by the river Mulvia, which feparates it from 
the empire of Morocco, on the well. At the dif- 
tancc of 120 miles from the fea-coaft, that part 
of Africa becomes a barren defert, almoft -entirely 
uninhabitable cither by man or beaft» 

This country derives its name from its pietfo- 
polis, and is at prefent divided into three provinces 
or diftricts, viz. the caftern, wcftern, and fouthern. 

The. 
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The eaftcrn, or Levantine governrh^nt, >rhicb is 
by far the moft connderable of the three, and is alfo 
called 5tf^/2C/{, contains the towns of Bona, ConRan- 
tina, Gigcri, Bugij, SterFa, Tebef, Zamoura, Bif- 
cara, and Necanz, in all which the Turks have 
their garrifons : befides which, it includes the two 
ancient kingdoms of Cuco and Labez, though in- 
dependent of the Aigerine government, to whofe 
forces their country is inacceflible ; lb that they ftill 
live under their own chcyks.- chofen by c.^ch of 
their adowars or hords. 'i o thefe may be added a 
French fa6lory at Callc, under the direction of the 
company of the French Baftion. — The wcftern 
government includes the towns^of Oran, Tremefcn, 
Moftagan, Tenez, and Sercelli, with its caftle and 
garrifon. — The fouthcrn government has neither 
town, village, nor even a houfe, which obliges- 
the bey and his forces to be always encamped. 

Rivers. 
The moft confiderable rivers of Algiers, ar: 
J. The Zha or Ziz, which croITes the province of 
Tremefen, and the defart of Anguid, along the 
frontier of Fez, and falls into the Mediterranean near 
the town of Tabccrita, where it takes the name of 
Sirut. Its water is clear and full of fi(h. 

2. The Hued-Habra, which falls into the Ziz 
near the plains of Cirek. Along its banks live ma- 
ny defperate Arabs, who are troublefomc neigh- 
bours to the province of Oran. 

3. The Haregol, or Tefrie, called Siga by Pto- 
lemy, deicends from the great z\tlas, crofles the de- 
fart of Anguid, and falls into the fea about five 
leagues from Oran, 

4. The Mina, fuppofed to be the Chykmatis oi 
Ptolemy, a large river that runs northward through 

the 
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the plains of Bathala, waters that city and Mina, 
and falls into the fea near the town of Arzew. This 
river has lately received the name of Ccna, from 
that of a Moabite who repcoplcd the town of Ba- 
thala, which had been dcftroyed by the Berinie- 
rincs. 

5. The ShelifF, Zilcf orZIlif, a large river, de- 
fcendingfrom mount Gnanccexis, running through 
vaft dc/arts, the lake Titteri, the frontiers of Tre- 
mefen and 1 enez, and falling into the fea a little 
above the city of Moftagan. 

6- The Celef, fuppofcd to be the Carthena of 
the ancients, falls into the fea about three leagues 
wcH of Algiers, after a (hort courfe of 18 or 20 
leagues, 

7. The Hued-alquiver, fuppofed to be the Nala- 
bata^ or Nafaba, of the ancients, and called by 
the Europeans Zmganir, runs down with a fwift 
courfe, through fomc high mountains of Cuco, and 
falls into the fea near Bugia. It abounds with fiih, 
of which fuch imnr.cn c quantities are caught that 
thev arc ncgle6\cd. While the city of Bugia was 
in the hands of the Chriftians, as Marmol tells us, 
the mouth of this river was fo choaked up with 
fand, that no vefl'cls could came up into it : but in 
I555, very foon after it was taken by the Moors, 
the great rains fwelled it to fuch a degree, that all 
the fand and mud was carried ofF; fmce which 
time the galleys and other trading vcffels have en- 
tered it with eafe, where they lie fafe from ftorms 
and all wijids but that which blows from the north. 

8. The Suf-Gcmar, or Suf-Gimhiar al Rumniel, 
fuppofed to be the AMpfaga of Ptolemy, takes its 
rife on mount Auras, on the confines of Atlas ; 
runs thence through fome barren plains, and the 
fcniic farts of Conflantina, where its llream is 

greatly 
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greatly increafcd by the influx of other rivers ; 
from thence running noitjiward, along the ridges 
of ibmc high mountains, it falls into the lea a little 
to the call of Gigcri. 

9. The Ladag, or Ludeg, runs down from 
mount Atlas through part of ConAimtina, and falls 
into the fea a little to the eaftwaid of Bona. 

10. The Guadi, or Guadel Barlar, lu^ pofed to 
be the Tufca or Rubricatus of the ancients, fprings 
from the head of Orhus, or Urbs in Tripoli, runs 
through Bugia, and falls into the fea near T"5barca« 

Soil, Climate and Productions* ^ 

This country confifts of eighteen provinces, the 
climate of which, along the fea-coafts, is remarka- 
bly delightful, and the air pure and ferene. 

The country of Algiers, and the ftates of Bar- 
bary in general, under the Rorran empire were 
juftly deriomiuated the garden of the world ; and 
to have a refidence there was confidercd as the high- 
crt ilate of luxury. The produce of their foil for- 
med thofe magazines which furbifled all Italy, and 
a great part of the Roman empire with corn, wine 
and oil. 

The foil is covered with almoQ a perpetual ver- 
dure, and is extremely fertile, particularly on the 
mountainous parts to the weft cf Tenez, Bugia, 
and Algiers Proper, which produce wheat and fruit 
in the greateft perfe£\ion ; and the northern parts 
of TremeTen, towards the fea, abound in excellent 
pafture grounds. But as we advance into the coun- 
try, it becomes more parched and barren. 

Though the lands are row uncultivated, through 
the barbarity and oppreflion of their govcrnmcnf, 
yet they dill prod l:cc net only corn, wine, and oil 

in 
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fn the grcalteft abundance, but dates, raifins, al- 
Kionds, apples, pears, cherries, plums, citrons, 
lemons, oranges, pomei»ra nates, &c. and plenty of 
root5 and herbs grow in their kitchen gardens. Excel- 
lent hemp and flax grow on their plains ; and by 
the report of thofe who have travelled thither, the 
country abounds with all that can add to the plea- 
fures of life. 

Extreme heat is not common, and the climate 
is fo temperate that the heat of fummer never dries 
the leaves of the trees, nor the rold of winter 
inakes them fall ; fo that they are conflantly ver- 
dant. In February they begin to bud, and in May 
fhew their fruit in full growth, Mhich is ripe in 
June. Their vines are very large and (hick, and 
the bunches of grapes on them are commonly a 
foot and an half long. The grapes are fit to gather 
in June, and the figs, peaches, ne6tarincs, olives, 
nuts, &c. in Auguft. The people find m.eans to 
evade the fobriety prefcribed by the Mahometan 
law, and make free with excellent Amines and fpi- 
rit§ of their own growth aiid manufacture. The 
plains of Moligia produce wheat, barley and oats, 
two or three times a year. 1 heir melons are of 
an exquiTite taftc ; feme of which ripen in fummer, 
and others in winter. Algiers produces befidcs, 
ialt'petre, and great quantities /of excellent fait; 
and lead and iron have been found in feveral pla- 
ces. ' . ^ 

The country round the city of Algiers is very 
fertile. Country feats, gardens and groves of trees 
arc numerous. The Algerines are unacquainted 
with the art of pruning and grafting trees. Their 
gardens are not walled, but fenced round with a pe- 
culiar fneciesof thorns, which, from their prickles, 
and the compaflncfs with which their branches Jn- 
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terwcave, are well adapted for that purpofc. Among 
other rich trafls in the province of Algiers Proper, 
the great plain of Mettijah is admired for its aflo- 
nifliing fertility* It is fifty miles in length, twenty 
in breadth, and includes many villas, fragant groves, 
and delightful gardens. The foil produces iuch a 
profufion of the mofl; delicious fruits, rice, roots, 
and grain of every fpecies, that the inhabitants en- 
joy annually two, and frequently three crops. 

Animals. 

Neither the elephant nor the rhinoceros arc to 
be found in the States of Barbary ; but their de- 
farts abound with lions, tigers, leopards, hyaenas, 
and monflrous ferpcnts. The Barbary horfes were 
formerly very valuable, and thought equal to the 
Arabian. Camels and dromedaries, affes, mules, 
and kumrahs (a moft fcrviceable creature, begot by 
an afs upon a cow) arc their beafts of burden. 
Their (heep yield but indifferent fleeces, but they 
are very large, as arc their goats. Bears, buffaloes, 
wild boars, porcupines, foxes, apes, hares, rab- 
bits, ferrits, weafeis, moles, cameleons, and moft 
kinds of reptiles are founcf here. 

There is a peculiar kind of animal, called the 
gapardy which can eafily be tamed,. and is made 
ufc of for hunting like a dog. The head of it re- 
fembles that of a cat ; the hind legs are longer than 
the fore, and the tail is finely mottled. It is fo apt 
to exhauft iifelf in running that the hunters arc obli- 
ged to carry it now and then on their horfes, till it 
has recovered itfelf. There is alfo another curiots 
animal which is between a dog and a fox. 

** Befides vermin," fays Dr- Shaw, fpeakingof 
his travels through Barbary, " the apprchenfions 
we were under in fome parts of this country, iof be- 
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^ng bitten or ftung by the fcorpion, the viper, or 
the venemous fpider, rarely failed to interrupt our 
icpofe." 

But the moft fingular infe<fls are the locufls, which 
the Do6lor in his travels defcribes in the following 
manner. ** They were much bigger than our com- 
mon grafs-hoppers, having brown fpottcd wings, 
with legs and bodies of a bright yellow. Their 
firft appearance was towards the latter end of 
March, the wind having been for fome time fouth- 
erly ; and in the middle of April their numbers 
were fo vaftly increafed, that in the heat of the day, 
they formed themfelves into large bodies, appear- 
ed like a fucceffton of clouds, and darkened the fun. 
About the middle of May, each of thefe bodies be- 
gan gradually to^difappear, retiring into the Metti^ 
jiahy and other adjacent plains to depofit their eggs. 
Accordiiigly in the month following, their young 
brood began gradually to make their appearance, 
and it was furprifing to obferve, that no fooner 
were any of them hatched, than they immediately 
coUc6led themfelves together, each of them forming 
a compaft body of feveral hundred yards in fquare : 
which marching afterwards directly forward, clim- 
bed over trees, walls, and houfes, eat up every 
plant in their way, and let nothing efcapc them* 
The inhabitants,, to ftop their progrels, made tren- 
ches all over their fields and gardens, and filled them 
with water ; or elfe placing in a row great qunntitiies 
of heath, ftubble, and fuch like combuftible mat^ 
ter, they fet them on fire upon the approach of the 
loGufts. But all this was to no purpofc ; for the 
trenches w^re quickly filled up, and the fires put 
out by infinite fwarms fucceeding one another, 
whilft the front feemed regard lefs of danger, and 
the rear preffed on fo clofe, that a retreat was im- 
poffible/' Par. 
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Partridges, quails, eagles, hawks, and all kinds 
of wild fowls are found on this coaft ; and of the 
fmaller birds, the capfa fparrow is remarkable for 
its be?iuty, and the fweetnefs of its note, which is 
thought to exceed that of any other bird ; but it 
cannot live out of its own climate. The feas and 
bays of this c^aft abound with the fined and moft 
deh'cious fiih of every kind, and were preferred by 
the ancients tp thofe of Eurojlc. 

Antiquities and Curiosities*. 

THESE matters arc well worth the attention of 
an antiquary, but they arc difHcult of accefs. The 
reader mud naturally conclude that the countries 
which were once under the dominion of the Car- 
thaginians, and ihc pride of the Phoenician, Greek, 
and Roman works, are replete with the moft curious 
remains of antiquity, but they lie fcattercd among 
ignorant and barbarous inhabitants* Some remains 
of the Mauritanian and Numidian grcatnefs areftill 
vifible, and many ruins which bear evidence of their „ 
ancient grandeur* and populoufnefs, Thcfe poiirt 
out the old Julia Caeiarea of the Romans^ which was 
little inferior in magnificence to Carthage itfclf* 
A few of the aquedu6ls of Carthage are faid to be 
ftill remaining, but no veflige of its walls. The 
fame is the fate of Uttica, and many other renown- 
ed cities of antiquity ; and fo over-run is the coun- 
try with barbarifm, that their very fcites arc not 
known even by theii^ ruins, amphitheatres, and 
Other public buildings which dill remain in tolera- 
ble prefervation. Befides thofe of claiTical antiqui- 
ty, many Saracen monuments of the moft ftupen- 
dous magnificence, are likewife found in this tra(ft 
of country, Thcfe were cred^ed under the califs 
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of Bagdad, and the ancient kings of the country, 
before it was fubdued by the Turks, or reduced to 
its prefent form of government. Their walls form 
the principal fortifications in the country, both in- 
bnd and maratimc. We know of few or no natu- 
ral curioStics belonging, to the States of Barbary, 
except its fait pits, which in Tome places take up an 
area of fix miles^ Doflor Shaw mentions fprings 
found here that are fo hot as to boil a large piece of 
mutton io a quarter of an hour. 

The hot baths of Mcereega in th« neighbour- 
hood of the city of Algiers are alfo natufal cuii- 
ofaies. The principal one is twelve feet fquarc 
aad four feet deep. The water is rery hot, and- 
when it has filled the larger bafon, it runs through 
iato another of a fmalier fize, where the Jews 
bathe, for they are not permitted to ufc the fame 
bath with the Mahometans. Tbefe hot fountains 
are con jectured to- proceed fiom the great quanti- 
ties of fuiphur, nitre j and other inilamable fubftan'^ 
ces in the bowels of the earth. To this caul'c like- 
wife have been alcribed thofe earthquakes, to 
which the whole country, and Algiejsin particular, 
is frequently fubje^^ed.. 

The city of Algiers has few fubje£ls of antiquity^ 
and little that merits the attention of the curious. 
There are, however, upon the to^cr of the great 
mofque f^me broken infer ipt ions ; but. the letters, 
though fufficiently large to be fee n at a diftance, 
are fo filleJ up with lime and whitewaCb that they 
cannot be particularly dillinguilhed. 

iNaABITANTS. 

The inhabitants of the territory of Algiers, anl 

particularly thofe alou^llie fea-coafts, are a mlx^ 
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ture of different nations ; fuch as Moors and Moref- 
cos driven out of Catalonia, Arragon, and other parts 
of Spain, about the end of thefixteenth century, Jews, 
Janifaries, and great numbers of Turks, who come 
from the Levant to feek their fortune; as well as 
mulltudes of Chriftian flavcs, &c. 

The Bcrebers are fornc of the rooft ancient inha- 
bitants of the country; and are fuppofcd to be dc- 
fcended frona the Ancient Sabeans, who came hither 
from Arabia Felix, under the coDdu<Sl of one of their 
princes. Others believe them to be" the descen- 
dants of fome of the Canaanites, wJbo were driven 
out of Paleftinc by Jofhua. Thefe are difp^rf c'd all 
over Barbary, and divided into a multitude of 
tribes under their refpcdtive chiefs ; moft of them 
inhabit the mountainous parts; fomc range from 
place to place, and live in tents,, or portable huts; 
.others in fcattered villages; they have, never- 
thelefs,. kept themfelves from intermixing with 
other nations. The Berebers are reckoned the 
richeft of all, go better clothed, and carry on a 
much larger trafRc in cattle, hides, wax, honey, 
iron, and other commodities. They have alfo 
fome artificers in iron, and fome manufacturers 
in the weaving branch. The name of Bert- 
ber is fuppofed to have been originally given 
them on account of their being firft fettkd in fome 
defart place. Upon their encreafing in procefs of 
time, they divklcd themfelves into five tribes, pro- 
bably on account of their religious differences, cal- 
led the Zinhagians, Mufamedinsy Zeneti^ Hoards, 
and Gameres ; and thefe having produced 600 fa- 
milies, fubdivided themfelves into a great number 
of petty tribes. ," , 

To thefe wc may add the Zwowahs, by Euro- 
pean authors called the Azuagues, or Aff&gue^^ 

who 
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who are like wife difpcrfed oyer mod parts of Bar* 
bary and Nuraidia. Great numbers of thcfe inha- 
bit the* mountainous parts of Cuco, Labez, &c. 
leading a wandering paftoral life. The African 
hiftorians affure us thai they are fome of the dcfcen • 
dants of thofe Phoenicians or Canaanites, who fled 
from Joftiua and the Ifraeiitcs, according to an in- 
fcription in the Punic tongue engraved on a ftoipc 
at a fountain, thus, Wt are ^ed hither Jfom- the 
prefenu of that grmt robber Joshua tlie Jon of 
iVi/y. They are a kind of Chriftians that neither 
Ihave their beards, nor cut their hair ; and afte6^ 
to wear a blue crofs painted or burnt on their 
cheek or hand by way of di(lin6\ion. 

But the mod numerous inhabitants are the Moo?s 
and Arabs, who trace their defcent fiom thofe di(i- 
ciplcs of Mahomet, who formerly fubdued this 
country ,- the former compete the great body of thie 
inhabitants of the towns. But it may readily be 
fuppo fed that among fuch a variety of different ra^ 
CCS, immenfenumbers^annot be faid to bclotig to 
any particular tribe or nation whatever. 

In this country there are many wandering band« 
of thcfe Arabs, who live together in camps, and 
remove from one place to another as they want 
pafture for their herds and flocks, or as any other 
accidental circumftance happens to make it heccf- 
fary. They fomelimes pay rent to la-ndlords in 
corn, fruit, honey, wax, and other productions ; 
and the dey Hkewlfe demands a tribute from them. 
The excellence of the climate renders thi^ frmplc 
way of living tolerable, though tl^ tents of thefe 
people are mean, their utenfils of little value, and 
their lodgings filthy. The family and their <^6- 
Dneftic animals lie promifcuoufly ih the fame tents 
together, except their dogs, which are left as guards 
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oa the eutfide. They raifc conGderable numbers 
x)f bees, and filk worms. They fubfift chiefly on 
bread, rice and fruit- Wine and fpiritoXis liquors 
are almoft entirely unknown to them. 

The drefs of the men who compofe thefe tribes 
is only a long piece of coarfe cloth wrapped round 
their (houiders, and falling down to their ancles, 
with a cap of the fame fluff'. The flicik,. or chief 
of a trtbe, wears a cap of fine cloth. The women 
pay fomc more atleniion to the ornamental part of 
their drefs ; but their children are fulFered to go 
ftark naked till fevcn or eight years of age. 

The cufloms, language and religion of thefe 
ihepheids bear a firici affinity to thofe of Arabia. 
They are robuft, and of a fwarthy complexion. The 
men are a<^ive, the women prolific, and the chil- 
dren healthy^ They have neither to encounter the 
hardihips incident to the life of a North American 
favage, nor are their confiitutions enfeebled, as is 
the caie in manufacturing towns> by fedentary and 
uniiealthy employments. 

When a young man of thefe tribes would marry^ 
he drives a number of cattle to the hul where the 
parents of his miflrcfs refide. The bride is fet on 
horCeback, and led home amidfl the fliouts of a 
croud of young people, who have been invited to 
the nuptial fcaft. When (he arrives at the hut of 
her lover, ja mixture of milk and honey is given her^ 
to drink, and a fong, fultable to the occalion, 13 
fun^. She then alights, and is prcfented with a 
fiiv-k, which (he thrufts into the ground, and re- 
peats fomc words to the following effect : *• As this 
** flick is faflehed in the earth, fo am I in duty 
" bound to my hufband ; as nothing but violence 
*^ can remove it, fo death aloi)e (hall force me 
** flora his love.*' She then , drives his fleck to 
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water and back again, to ftiew her willingncfs to 
perform any duty that he may affign her. Thcfc 
previous ceremonies being fettled, all the compa- 
ny enter the hut, and the evening concludes with 
the greateft fcftivity that thefc people are capable 
©f enjoying. After the marriage the wife is obliged 
to wear a veil, and flie never ilirs from her hut tor 
the fpacc of a montli, 

The Arabs are liout, warlike, and fkilful borfe- 
men. Their principal arms are a (hort lance and 
a fcymitar, and they are likcwife acquainted with 
the bow and the miifket. But they jirc fo addi^^ed 
to robbing, that one cannot fafely travel through 
the country at a diftance from the towns without a 
guard, or at lead a marabout or faint for a fafc- 
guard. For they look upon themfelves to be the 
original proprietors of the country, and not only as 
difpofleffed by the reft of the inhabitants, but redu- 
ced by them to the loweft ftate of poverty, and in 
confequencc they make no fcruple to plunder all 
ihey meet by way of reprifal. 

The inhabitants of this country, efpccially thofe 
near the fea-coal\s, generally fubfift by piracy ; 
they are allowed to be bold intrepid mariners, and 
will fight defperately when they meet with a prize 
at fca. They arc, notwithftanding, far inferior to 
the Engliih, and other European dates, both in the 
conftru6tion aijd management of their veffels. 

The inhabitants of the metropolis are extremely 
vicious J and it is a general obfervation that the 
more dfiftant the people are from the icat of go- 
vernment, the purer are their manners. Notwith- 
ftanding their poverty, they have much vivacity 
about them, efpecially thofe who arc of Arabic de- 
fcer.t, which gives them an air of contentment ; and 
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having little to lofe, they arc peaceable among 
themfelvcs. 

The Turks who compofe the military force, 
have great privileges, pay no taxes, and are ex- 
empted from public puniihment. The loweft fol- 
dicr domineers over the mod diftinguifhcd Moors 
at pleafure. The people are fijbjcdled to the moft 
abtblute dcfpotifm, and moft cruelly opprcfled by 
a handful of infolent Turks,.lhe refufe of the ftreets 
of Conftantinople. If a Turk finds a Moor bet- 
ter mounted than himfelf, he takes the liberty of 
exchanging horfes without leave or ceremony, and 
he will take apples, oraogcs, nuts and other arti- 
cles which the Moors bring to market, with as 
much imttflference as if they were hk property » 
I'lie Turks have thcexclufive privilege of carrytno^ 
fire-arms^ Such is the defpotifm of the Turkifh 
foidiers that they not only tura others out of the 
way in the ftreets, but will go to the farm houfcs 
in the country for twenty days together, living on 
free quarters, and making ufe of everything, not 
excepting the women. They are ufed more like 
men of quality than private centinels. They are 
lodged in fpacious fquares, attended by flavcs, and 
generally maintained at the public cxpcnce.^ The 
army of the dey is principally corapofed of Turkiih 
foldiers, who are called Janifaries ; and though 
their mi m tiers are fmall, yet they tyrannize in the 
moft ihfi^lent manner over the native Moors 
throughout the whole country. Some &j^ <Jiia- 
lities, however, diftinguifti them, notwitnftanding 
lhi3 excefs of defpotifm. They never game for 
money, nor even trifles; and what cannot be faid 
of Chriftiang, thej^ never profane the name of (he 
Deity They foon forget their private quarrels; 
and after the firft paroxyfm of rcfentment has fub- 
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fid€d, It is infamy for a Turk to keep in reirem* 
brancc the injuries he has received. InTiiisreipe6t 
they are lefs barbarous than other natioLS that boaft 
of their civilization* 

When deficiencies happen in the army their cor- 
fairs are fent out to the Levant to procure recruits, 
which generally ccnfift ofpeafants. outlaws, and 
perfons of the meaneft conditions. Mahomet Ba- 
ihaw who was dcy about the year 1732, was of this 
defcription, and in his celebrated dilpute with the 
deputy of a neighbouring nation he faid, My fno' 
thtr Jold fheep*s Jut and my jaihtr neat* s tongutSy 
hut they wOMld have been afhamcd to have expofed 
iojale fuck a tongue as ycurr- Thefe recruits, af- 
ter they have been a little inflru^ed by tlclr fel- 
low foldierSy and are furnifl-cd with caps to their 
heads, (hoes to their feet, and a pair of knives to 
their girdles, quickly begin to affume airs of im- 
portancC) and look upon the. moft confiderable ci- 
tizens as their flaves. ' , 

The Algerines cat as in Turkey, fitting crofs 
legged round a table about four inches high, and ufc 
neither knives nor forks in eating. Before they be- 
gin, every one fays Be ifmt Allahy ** in the name 
** of God." When they have done, a fiavc pours 
water on their hands as they fit, and then they waih 
their mouths. Their drink is water, iherbet and 
cofice. Winejs not allowed, though di&nk immo- 
derately by fome. - - r 

Bothihe men and women f pen d a great part of 
their time in indolence, the men in drinking cof» 
fee and fmoking, and the women indrcfling, bath- 
ing, converfing on their fophas,vifitingthe tombs of 
their relations, and walking in their gardens. 

The Algerines in general, particularly about the 
fca^coafls, have a pretty fair complexion ; but ihofe 
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in tlic interior parts of the country, and particuJar- 
ly the Arabs, are fwarthy They arc robuft and 
well proportioned, and expert in the ufc of fire 
arms. The Algerine women are beautiful in thcii: 
perfons, and very deticate in their complexions, but 
the men are fun-bornt^ They itnprove the beauty 
of their eyes by art, particularly by the powder of 
lead ore, the fame pigment, according to the apini- 
on of the learned Do6\or Shaw, that Jezebel made 
ufe of when fhe is faid to have painted her face ; * 
the words of tht original being that Ihe ftt off her 
eyes with the powder of lead ore. 

The Algerines by their law may have four wives, 
but they ufually content themfelvcs with two, or 
three at the moll. The hufband feldom fees his wife 
before marriage, but accepts her upon the dcfcrip- 
tion of a female confidant. When the ma^ch is 
agreed upon, the bridegroom fends a pi^efent of 
fweetme^ats to the bride, and entertains her rela- 
tions with a feafi and a mufical entertainment. 

After the death of a man his corps is attended by a 
number of his male friends, or if the deceafied be a 
woman (he is attended by her female friends. The 
corps is waihed with warm foap-fuds and wrapt in 
clean linen. It is then laid in a coffin covered 
Math green cloth, upoi^ which a tuiban is placed, 
^^nd carried with the head forward to the grave, at- 
tended byVomen who are hired to lament. Thefc 
\^omen fcratch themfclves liU the blood runs, dif- 
tort their countenances and make a mo^ hideoiis 
noife. As the proccffion enters the burial ground 
fomc marabouts, fing without intermiflion thefc 
words, Lahilla Lah Mahomtt rejfoul allahy ** God is 
** God and Mahomet is his prophet." It is thca 

placed 
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placed in the grave in an crcft pofturr, with 4hc 
face turned towards the fouth. If the dcceafcd has 
been a pcrfon of diflin£iion grave (lones arc erec- 
ted at his head and feet, with epitaphs, infcriptions, 
or feleft fentences out of the Alcoran^ 

^Thechi^f furniture of their houfes confifts of car- 
pets and mattraffeg, on which they fit and iie^ In 
eating their flovcniinefs is difguiHng^ They arc 
prohibited ^old and.filver veflels, and their meat, 
which they fwallow by handfuls, is boiled or roaft- 
ed to rags. Their ordinary food is rice and. fine 
flour made into fmall grains like fliot, which they 
callCuzcuz; both which they boil with meat and 
fowls, and moft commonly cat fruit and herbs with 
ibero. 

The people in general in travelling walk on foot 
or ufe affes, and feidom rideon Iwrfeback, except the- 
^overriors of provinces and other great perfonages. 
The women foldom walk on foot ; but ride -upon affes 
in a fquarc box covered with a kind of canopy and 
drawn round with <:urtain^. So that they are entirely 
concealed, and when they fet out upon thcix journey 
ihey are attended by a driver* 

Dress. 

The drefs of the people in general is a linen fhirt, 

•over which they tie a filk or cloth vcfinent with a 

fafti, and over that a loofe coat. Their drawers arc 

made of linen. The arms and legs of the wearer are 

bare ; but they have flippers on their feet, and per- 

fons ofrank fom.etimes wear btfkins. Tley rever 

move their turbans, but pull oft their flippers vi hen 

they attend religious duties, or the perfon of their 

ibvereign^ They arc fohd of fln'ped and fatiCied 

fiiks. ; The viceroy and great men let their beards 

N grow J 
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grow ,- but the common people (have both their head 
and face, and only Jcavc a pair of whifkers, and a 
lock of hair upon the top of the head, by whicb 
they fancy they are drawn Up to paradife. 

^Thc drcfs of the common people is very plain ; 
ihcy wear a pair of linen drawers over their (hirt, 
and a loofe white woolen jacket with a hood be- 
hind, or a mantle which is commonly black, and 
reaches only down to the knee, in which they 
wrap thcmfelves ; but in fummer they only wear 
two.fhirts. 

The men of fafhion go more Tumptuoufly clad* 
Their gowns are made of fur, filk, or cloth : they 
have rich garments finely embroidered with flowers 
of gold ; their turbans are very curioufly done up, 
and elegantly adorned with jewels ; and |heir legs 
are covered with boots of fhining leather. 

The women pay more attention to the ornamen- 
tal part of drcfs than men. There is not, however, 
much difference between the drefs of the fcxe$ ; 
the drawers of the women are longer, and inftead 
of a turbart, they wear a fort of cawl on their head§« 
They tifc their hair behind, and ornament it witk 
jewels and Qther trinkets. They wear fine col- 
lars about their necks, bracelets about their wrifts, 
large pendants in their ears, arid curious caps on 
their heads. When they go abroad they ufually 
throw over their faces a fine veil, which they faften 
4o their breafi, and over their garments they wear 
an upper robe ; fo that they are not known^ but |jy 
the flaves that attend them. 

Language. 

The Algerines are void of all literature. The 
original language of this country appears to have 

been 
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Been the Phoenician ; after which the Romans obli- 
ged them to exchange it (as they did all their con- 
quered dominions) for their own. The Arab^ af 
terwards introduced theirs, and after them the 
Turks. The native Moors make ufe of the Moref-- 
CO ; but the people of AFgiers in general fpcak a 
compound. of Arabio> Morefco, and the remains of 
the ancient Phoenician language. In the metropo- 
lis the Mahometans and Chriftians ufe the Lingua 
Franca, a mixture of Spanifti, Portuguefe, Italian 
and French. The natives of all denominations for 
rfie rood part, underftand this dialc6l, which, with- 
out being the proper language of any country on 
the coafi of the Mediterranean, has a kind of uni« 
verfal currency all over that quarter of the world, 
as the channel of information for people who can-^ 
not underdand each other through any other medi- 
um. The public bufinefs of the nation is tranf- 
«6^ed either in the Arabic or Turkifli, but common- 
ly the former, in which their late treaty with the 
United States of America is written. 

It is curious that in converfationithe Turks tranf- 
pofc their -nouns and verbs, in the fame manner 
that the Greek and Latin writers have done. The 
Turkifti is a lofty language, and the Turks when 
they fpeak afFeft a lingular raajefty of tone, as ex- 
prefliveof their fuperiority : which, however, con- 
fifts in nothing but their indolence, for they are 
iieither men of learning, nor warriors,— a truth 
that the Ruffians have long taught them*^ 

Government. 

Though Algiers has fome appearancfe of a mili- 
tary republic, yet it is in fa6t the mod horrible of 
all monarchies in the world, and as mutable in its 

piincipies 

Digitized by Vj(J(J*^lt^ 



148 DESCRIPTION OF ALGIERS, 

principles as the temper and difpofition of thofe 
ditf^r, who happen ta be in adminillration. 

Algiers was formerly Aibjectto the Grand Signior, 
and is ftiU under his protection ; but the dey at pre- 
fent pays no other tribute to hint, than that of a 
certain number of beautiful Arabian horfes, and 
fome other prefents which are fcnt thither annually. 
The Grand Signior formerly fent a bafhaw, or 
viceroy, to Algiers, in whom the fovereignty was 
verted ; but thofe officers frequently cxercifed the 
mod tyrannical power, and exa6ted from the peo- 
ple fuch exarbitant taxes, as produced popular in- 
furreilions; (ill at length the Jani fanes and miii* 
tia grew fo powerful that they depofed them and c- 
Jecled others in their (lead ; at which the Porte 
was obliged to connive, lell they (hould be pro- 
voked to an open revolt, and entirely throw ofF the- 
Turkifh yoke ; fince which time the power of the 
Parte has been fo gradually diminilhed that be cati: 
do nothing here without the concurrenc* of the 
dey. 

The fupreme authority of ftate is veiled in the 
dey, who is an ele6tive monarch, and his foas 
never inherit the fovereignty by defcent. He is^ 
elected by the divan, and is compelled to accept 
the reins of government under penalty of death. 
He feldom fecures his office without tuniult and 
bloodrtied, and often falls by the dagger of an af- 
faffm : fo that out of fix deys that have reigned 
finceiyoo, four of^them have been adlually mur* 
dered, and a fifth refigned to fave his life*' The 
badiaws feldom fail of forming parties among the 
foidiers againft him, and they make no fcruple to 
affiilli'iate him even in council, and the tlrongcft 
candlUate then fills his place. An unfuccefsful 

expedition>^ 
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expedition, or too pacific a condud, feldom falls 
to put an end to his life and government. 

The way in which his authority is exercifcd, 
correfponds with that by which it has been obtain- 
ed. When Mr. Bruce, as Britifli refidcnt at Al- 
giers^ had occaiion to vifit the dey, he fays he 
fometimes found htm in his hall of audience, with 
his clethcs all befpattered with blood like tJ;iofe of a 
carcafe butcher. It is a very frequent amufcmcnt 
with him, to caufe the heads of his fubje<5U to be 
firuck off in his preferce. Mr. Bruce faid that 
he knew of one man^ who was exceuted for no 
greater offence than becaufc a gon-flint was found 
upon him. His indictment and trial were very con- 
(rife: " You rafcal, what bufincls have you with 
aflint unlefs you were going to conlpirc againft 
tbeftate?" 

The firft deys were clc6tcd by the militia ; who 
were then called the divan, or common council ; 
which'was at firft compofed of 800 militia officers, 
without whofe concurrence he could do nothing ; and 
ujpon fome urgent occaiions, all the officers refiding 
in Algiers amounting to 1500, were fummoned to 
affift 2 but at prefent he is perhaps the moft defpotic 
prince in the world.. He is abridged of no power 
whatever in adminidration, and the divan, though 
they Jiave affumed a very pompous tirie, have litije 
clfe to do but to ratify his decrees. Tiie divan is 
compofed of perfons entirely of his own elc6)ion 
whom he removes at pleafure. Upon important 
occafions he fometimes affemblcs the divan to receive 
their advice ; but his only motive in this is to fcreen 
himfelf a*gainft popular difcontents ; for his autho- 
rity is unlimited, and he may either ratify or reject 
their decifioos as.jl^e pleafes* When the Grand 
N 2 . Signior 
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Signior IS at war with a Cbriftian power, he gene* 
rally requires his afliftance ; but he is only obeyed 
as the dey thinks proper. 

The dey has a corps^of body-guards called foul- 
acks. This is a very neccflary, though Ibmetimes 
a fruitlefs precaution, as any Turkilh foldierwho has 
the courage to- murderiiim, ftands an equal chance 
of becon^ng his fucceffor. Experiments of this kind 
are fometimes made. Since the beginning of the 
prefent century, fix private fold iers entered into a 
confpiracy to kill a dey of on^ of the ftates of Bar- 
bary» They gave him a mortal wound in his pa« 
lace, and in the tnidft of a croud of people. He 
expired, exclaiming, '* Has nobody the courage to 
** kill the villain?" One of the confpifators, the 
intended fucceffor, inftantly afcendcd the vacant 
throne, and brandiihing his naked fcymitar, decla- 
red ^hat he would dojuflice to. all ! His five affociates 
went about the hall to enforce the title of their new 
fovereign, and none prefent feemcd to give them** 
felves any difturbance about * what had happened. 
He kept his fituation unnwlefted, for about ten mi- 
nutes, till an old veteran linobferved took aim at him 
with a mufket, and (hot him dead. Upon this the 
five others were immediately murdered. But what 
(howed the nature of the government in its proper 
light was the obfervation of the new dey, who faid^ 
that if the oifurper could have held his place for 
twenty minutes longer, he vi^ould have obtained the 
fovereignty. 

The, officer next in power to the dey is the 
Caffan-aga or Caffan-ajee, the prime minifter of 
ilate.^^He keeps one fet of the keys ©f the 
treafi^ry, the dey another, and the aga a. thirdy 
wbe;^ they all attend once a month to pay the 
foldicrs* 

The 
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The officer next in power is the Aga or general 
of the Janifarics, who is one of the oldeft officers in 
the army, and holds his poft as all other officers do, 
at the plcafure of the dcy. During the time the aga 
enjoys his dignity, the keys of the metropolis are 
delivered to him. All military orders arc iffued 
in his name, and the ientence of the dcy upon any 
offending foldier, whether capital or not, can only 
be executed in the court of his palace. 

The next to the aga in dignity, is the Secretary 
of State, who regifters all the public a6^s ; and af- 
ter him the Hojecabeily, who is a kind of chief 
juftice to fettle difputes among the Moors. This 
officer, and the two laft mentioned, attend at the 
debrof the dey's palace every morning aboul day- 
break, in order to kifs his hand. 

The next in dignity is the Vekelard, or rather 
Vikelhadge of the marine, who is the guardian of 
the navy, from whom ail maritime orders iffue. 
He is feated beneath an arch near the fea-fidc 
called x\\e Jkiff\ from which he has a full view of 
the tranfadlions in the marine. 

Below him fits the Baleck bafhaw, who is a kind 
of bailiff to execute his comi^ands. He takes 
charge of the magazines of the marine ; all naval 
articles are under his infpeflion, antj the keys of all 
the magazipes in the town are entruded to his 
Care. 

The Hojee of the Rap has the charge of the ma- 
gazines of wheat in the town ; under him arc feve- 
ral inferior hojees who execute his orders. No 
Have can rife higher than this office. 

The Warderv Bafhaw IS the next inferior officer. 
He is chief ovcrfeer of the flaves,and takes care that 
they duly perform their duty. He has charge of 
the Bagnio Gallaro, the keys of which are deliver- 
ed 
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cd him every night by one of his under wardens 
who keeps the doors. He has a number of under 
wardens, who attend the (laves at their labour* 

Befides thefe there are 30 chiahs,, or chows, a 
kind of high conftables, who fie next to the aga ia 
the divan, and in the fame gallery with him. Oui^ 
of this claf§.are generally chofen thofe who go em- 
baffadors. to foreign courts, or who difperfe the 
dey's orders throughout the realm. Next to them 
are a number of baleck-bafhaws^ or elded cap- 
tains, who are promoted to that of cHiah-bafhaws, , 
according to their fenioriiy. The oldack-ba(haws» 
or lieutenants, are next ; who amount to 400^ and 
are regularly raifed to the rank of captains in their- 
turn, and to other employments in the (late, accor- 
ding to their abilities. Thefe by way of diftind^ion 
wear a leather ftrap, hanging down to the middle 
of their back. One rule is tlrickly obfcrvcd in the- 
rotation of thefe troi)ps from one deputy to a high- 
er ; viz. the right of feniority ; one fingle in^ 
fringcment of which w&uld caufe an ,in(urre6lio'n». 
and probably coft the dcy his life* 

The other military officers of note are vekelards^ 
or purveyors of the army ; the peys, who arc the 
four oldcft foldiers, and confequently the ncarcft; 
to preferment ; the foulacks, who arc the next in 
feniority to them, and are part of the dey's body- 
guards, always marching before him when he takea 
the field, and diftinguiihed by tKeir carbines and 
gilt fcymitars, with a brafs gun on their caps ; the 
kayts, or Turki(h foldiers, each band of whom 
have the governmentof one or more adowars, or 
Itenerant villages, and colle£^ their taxes for the 
dey ;vand the fagiards, or Turki(h,lanccmen, ,100 
of whom always attend the army, and watch over 
the water appointed for it. -To thefe we may add 

the. 
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the beys, or governors of the three great provinces 
of the realm. All the above-mentioned officdrs 
ought to compofe the great divan : but only the 
30 chiah-balhaws have a right to fit in the gal- 
lery next after the dey. The reft are obliged to 
ftand on the floor of the hall, or council-chamber, 
with their arms acrofs, and, as much as poffible, 
without motion ; neither are they permitted to en- 
ter with their fwords on* As for thofe who have 
any matters to tranfadt with tlie divan, they muft 
ftand without, let the weather be ever fo bad ; and 
there they are commonly prefenied with coffee by 
fome of the inferior officers, till they are difmiffed. 

The Lift)cro3 are the dey*s fpies, who keep watch 
in different parts of the town, for the purpofe of 
obtaining information of what is faid or tranfaAed* 
They are perhaps the moft mercenary and inhu- 
man fet of beinajs in exiftence, and fuch is their 
fervility to their foycreign, that they would betray 
even their own fathers- When they lodge Tn forma- 
tion agatnft any perfon, the chows are fcnt to ar- 
reft the delinquent^ and he is punifhcd according 
to his crime. 

The divan,-or douwan, is the common council of 
the nation. It is an elc6^ive body> and is princi- 
pally compofed of 30 chiah-baftiaw s, with now and 
then the. mufti and cadi upon fome emergencies ; 
and on the election of a dey the whole iioldiery arc 
allowed to come in and give their votes. All the 
regtulations of ftate ought to be determined by this 
affembly, before they pafs into a law, or the dey 
has power to put them in execution. But, for ma- 
ny years back, the divan is of fo little account that 
it is only convened out of formality, and to give af- 
fent to what the dey and his favourites have previ- 
oufly concerted. They, however, arrogate to them- 
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fclvcs the whole power of the ftate, and in their edi£h 
or nati(^nal ordinances they alTume' the pompous title 
of, " We the great and fmall members of the pow- 
erful and invincible militia of Algiers ana of the 
whole kingd«it»y do ordain/^ &c« 

All caufes whether civil or 4:riminal9 in which 
the foldiers are* concerned, arc tried in this coun- 
cil ; but thofe between the citizens are decided before 
one of the chiah»ba(haws, and the plaintiffs and de- 
fendants always plead their own caufes without the 
affiftanceof attornies. The evidence of twowitneffes 
is always required, and he who iscaft Mpon any trial 
receives a number of blows with acudgel, and is com- 
pelled befides to comply with the fentence that has. 
beervjipncd* 

Wnile the divan are convened the dcy holds a fah 
of feathers^ in his hand, and fits crofs-legged^ 
after the manner of taylors, upon a large table 
about two feet highi covered with a (haggy carpet* 
Six. of the principal chiahs are feated in the fame 
manner on his right, and fix on his left. The reft 
of the members iTand at both.endsof the tableland 
form a kind of circle. 

The method of gathering votes la this auguft 
affembly is perfeSlly agreeable to the charafter of 
thofe who compofc it.. The aga, or the prefident 
pro temporCf firft propofes the queflion ; which 
is immediately repeated with a loud voice by the 
chiah-baftiaws^ and from them echoed again by four 
officers called bajhaldalas ; from thefe the queflioa 
is repeated from one member of the divan to ano- 
ther, with ftrange contortions, and the mofl hide- 
ous growlings, if it is not to their liking. From^ 
the loudnefs of this growling noife the aga is left 
to guefs, as well as he can, whether the majority 
of the aflcmbly arc plcafcd or dilplcafed with the 
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iiueflion ; and from fuch a prepoilerous method 9 it 
is not furprifing that thefe aflemblies (hould feldom 
end without feme tumult or diforder. As thp whole 
body of the militia is concerned in the eieftion of 
a new dey, it is feldom carried on without blows 
and bloodihed : but when once the choice is made, 
the perfon ele£ied is faluted with the words Alia 
Barick, ** God blcfs and profper you:" and the 
new dey ufually caufes all the officers of the divan 
who had oppofed his eleftion to be ftranglcd, fil- 
ling up their places mith thofe who had been mod 
zealous in promoting it. It is true it muft be con- 
firmed by the Porte ; but that is feldom refufed, as 
the difpofitions of the people are fo well knowni* 
From this account of the eledlion of the deys, it 
cannot be expelled that their government fliould be 
atallfccure; and as they arrive at the throne by 
tumult and bloodihed they are genefaily deprived 
of it by the fame means, fcarcely one in ten of 
them having the good fortune to die a natural death* 



Corsairs and Commerce. 

The Algerioes pay but little attention to agrictil- 
ture or the improvement of their country, and their 
fingular genius leads them fo much to the profeffion 
of piracy that they neglefl all internal refources or 
advantages that might be derived from their own 
country. The corfairsor pirates form each a fmall 
republic, of which the rais or captain is the fupreme 
bafhaw ; who with the officers under him, form a 
kind of divan, in which every matter relative to the 
vcffels is decided in an arbitrary way. Thefe cor- 
fairs are chiefly inftrumental in importing whatever 
commodities arc brought into the kingdom either by 
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way of merchandize or prjzes. Thefe confift ch^^ 
ly of gold and filvcr ftuifs, dannatks, cloths, fpiccs, 
tin, iron, plated brafs, lead, quickiilver, * cordage, 
failcloth, bullets, cochineal, linen, tartar, alluni, 
rice, fugar, foap, cotton raw and fpun, copperas, 
aloes, brazil and logwood, vermilion, &c. Very 
few izommodities, however, are exported from this " 
part of the world : the oil, wax, bides, polfe, and , 
corn produced, being but barely fufficient to fupply 
the country ; though, before the lofs of Oran, the 
HJerchants have been known to (hyp off from one or 
other the ports of Barbary feveral thoufand tons of 
corn. The confumption of oil, though lierc in 
great abundance, is likewife fo confiderable in this 
Kingdom, that it is feldom permitted to be ihipped 
off for Europe. 

The other exports confift x:hiefly in oflrichcs' fea- 
thers, copper, ruggs, filk faflies, embroidered hand- 
kerchiefs, dates, and Chriftian flaves. 5ome manu-* 
fafturcs in filk, cotton, wool, leather, &c. arc car- 
ried on in this country, but moftly by the Spaniards 
fettled here, efpecially about the metropolis. Car- 
pets are aUo a rtianufa£lure of the country, which, 
though much inferior to thofe of Turkey both in 
beauty and finenefs, are preferred by the people to 
lie upon, on account of their being both cheaper 
and fofter. There are alfo, at Algiers looms for 
velvet, taffatles, and other wrought filks ; and a 
coarfe fort of linen is likewife made in moft parts 
of the kingdom. The country furniihes no mate- 
rials for (hip-building. They have neither ropes, 
tar, fails, anchor?, nor even iron. When they can 
procure enough of new wood to form the main tim- 
bers of a (liip, they fupply the reft from the materi- 
als of prizes which they have made, and thus find 
the fecrct of producing new and fwift failing vc(Tel$ 
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from the ruins of the old. The Algcrincs are more 
formidable at fca than any other nation on the coall 
of Barbary, and the fca-faring people arc held in 
great efleem for the prizes they capture. 

The fleet of this regency at prefent does not 
.amount to more than ten or eleven fail of the line^ 
though they were formerly much more powerful, and 
in the time of Pinchinin their fleet amounted to 65 
fail of the line. At fca they have been regarded as the 
inoftdefperatc and ferocious fetof beings in the world. 
But this feems a falfe prejudice that nations have 
imbibed, and accoi:ding to recent accounts they are 
inferior in naval ta6tics to every nation in Europe. 
Almoft all our late captives concur in the opinion 
that four American frigates, well manned and difci- 
plined, would be a force fufficietit to reduce them. 
Though the Turks are fo proud and arrogant, yet 
it is well known that they are no warriors. Their 
greateft difplay of bravery is at the firft onfet, but 
if they meet with a fpiritcd reception from a compe- 
tent force their vanquiftiment is certain. Even the 
Moors, though they are an illiterate barbarous race, 
are fuperior warriors to the Turks. In their cor- 
fairs the moft fervile part of duty is affigned to the^ 
Moors, while the Tiurks fpend their time in fmo- 
king and in indolence^ except when they come to an 
engagement with an enemy, when they fight with 
fmall arms and cutlaflcs. We are ignorant of the 
naval force of Tunis and Tripoli ; but it muft be 
evident that in this refpedtthey are much inferior to 
the Algerincs. 

Since the cftablifhment of the independence 
of North America we owe the fecurlty of our com- 
merce in a great meafure to the wars that have ex- 
iftcd between the Algerines, the Portuguefe, and 
the Dutch, either of which nation? is much fuperior 
P m 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



ijS ' DESCRIPTION OF ALGIERS. 

jn naval ftrcngth, and they have fo vigilantly guard- 
ed the entrance of the Mediterranean, that the pi- 
rates liave feldom been able to cruife out into the 
Atlantic. Before the Algerine treaty American vcf- 
fels feldom entered into the Mediterranean ; and 
when they did fo, they derived their fecurity either 
from forged or purch^fed Mediterranean pafl|crts. 
A Britifh fhip has for her protedlion a pafs written 
upon a large flieet of parchment, which has by 
way of ornament feme dalhes engraved or drawn 
with a pen wpon the margin. The Algcrines can- 
|iot read Englilh, and a captain of a corfair would 
moft probably forfeit his head were he to carry a 
Britifh veflel by mi(lake,as a prize into the harbour 
of Algiers. They have therefore adopted a fingu- 
lar contrivance to difcover whether fuch pafles arc 
genuine. They keep a ftick marked with notches 
correfponding to the (bape of thofe dalhes, that arc 
uniformly delineated on the margin of the parch* 
mentr When the pafs is produced the mealure is. 
applied : fo that it is not difficult for the moft bung- 
ling artift to deceive them, who has an original pafs 
-before him, and in this manner it is faid that many 
I. American veffcls have been |)rcfcrved. 



Revenues* 

The revenues of the dcy are extremely fluflua* 
ting, anci his income rifes or falls in proportion to 
his opportunities ©f plundering his fubje£ls, or fo^ 
rcigners ; whence they are varioufiy ccmputcd by 
different authors. Dr. Shaw fays, that the taxes of the 
whole kingdom produce yearly to the dey no more 
than 300,000 dollars; but he fuppofes that thc^ 
eighth part of the prizes to which he is entitled, the 
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property of thofc pcrfons who die without children, 
to whom the dey fails hrir, with the prefents from 
foreign nations, fines and oppreffions, joined to the 
yearly contribution raifed by the government, may 
amount to as much more* He is bcfides entitled to 
all Chriftian Haves, whofe ranfoms arc his pcrquifites, 
which, with the cuHoms paid by the Engiilh, French 
and other nations, who are fuffered to trade with the 
Barbary States, will tend confiderably to augment 
his revenue. Both the dcy^ and officers under him, 
enrich themfelvcs by the moft open ad^s of rapine 
and fraud; it is therefore no wonder to find the 
common people impofing upon one another, and 
cfpecially upon ftrangers, feeing they themiclves 
are impoverillied by heavy taxes and the injufticc 
of thofc who arc in authority* 

The dey draws immcnfe revenues from his own 
fubje6ls, which confift in money, gold,'filver, corn, 
cattle, and fuch other articles as may be moft ufe- 
ful to the Turks in Algiers. The prizes which the 
corfairs take at fea, fome years equal the taxes on 
the people. It is from hence eafy to colledl that 
any calculation of revenue muft be extremely 
queftionable, and it can hardly be fuppofed that 
the dey himfelf is capable of giving an a<;curate ef-* 
timate. 

The regencies of Tunis and Tripoli acknowledge 
iome fubjcdlion to the dey ; but the only annual 
tribute they pay him is a cargo of butter and oil. 

The Alcaide, with a detachment of Turkilhfol- 
diers, colle6^s all taxes within twenty miles of the 
city of Algiers, Beyond tjiat dillance the dey has 
three Turki(h armies of about 2000 men each, con- 
trnually reinforced as emergencies require, and fta- 
tFoned indiiferent parts of his kingdom, for the pur- 
pofes of rapine and extortion. Thcfc armies arc 
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fcvcrally commanded by the baftiawsof Conftantina, 
Blfcaraand Dcctric, at the places of their refpciSlivc 
refidencc. They are neither aduatcd by jufticc nor 
humanity; but with the affiftancc of thefe Turkifh 
cpprcffors they not only enforce fubje6\ioii to the 
dcy, but compel the Moors to the payment of fuch 
taxes as they think proper. This mlfcrablc race 
of beings, who arc the objedis of every indignity 
and oppredion that can be offered to human nature, 
are hunted like wild hearts among the mountains: 
thofc who difcover the leaft reluctance in paying 
the aflcffments of thefe bafhaws, or fly from the ra- 
pacity of their purfuers, arc beheaded and all their 
property confifcatcd. If they have the leaft fufpi- 
cion that a Moor has concealed any part of his trca- 
fure he is tortured till he makes a complete difcovc* 
ry, and many of thefe poor wretches who, arc un- 
able to make any difclofure grc tortured to death, 
without being able to fatisfy their tormentors. In 
this manner all gold, filver and other valuable arti- 
cles, are extorted from the inhabitants, Some of 
them, however, have courage enough fomctimes to 
attack their op pre ffors in fomc of the narrow defiles 
of the mountains through which they arc obliged to 
pafs, where they frequently make great {laughter 
among the Turks ; but generally after the firft fire 
they fly for refuge to the craggy receffes of the 
mountains. They make thefe tax gathering excur- 
fions twice a year, and in every expedition they 
bring away immenfe numbers of heads and cars, 
which arc fent to the dey, as an evidence of the 
bafhaws' exertions in having raifcd the ncceflary 
contributions. The dey requires that the heads 
of thofe who arc executed near the city (bould 
be fent in, but of thofe who arc murdered at a 
diftance^ he only requires^ the earSf and the bear- 
er 
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cr 15 rewarded with a certain fum of money for each 
pair he tenders to his humane lovercign. 

Once in every fix months each of thefe bafhaws 
fends in the califs, their fons, with about 50 mules 
laden with money and other valuable articles. They 
all enter Algiers within nine days of each other. 
At their approach the cadan-aga and aga go out to 
meet them, and they foi-m a proccflion into the city.. 

Th^ bafhaws vifit the deyoncein every three years, 
with about 150 mules laden with the fpoils of the 
country, and when they approach the city a grand 
proceflSon is formed. The caffan-aga, the aga, the 
vickelhadgc, the chows and Hfbcros, with a detach- 
ment of five or fix hundred Turkilh foldicrs, go out 
to meet them, and tliey are cfcortcd into the city with 
drums beating, French horns playing, and colours 
flying, attended by an immenfe concourfe of people. 
The booty is then taken to the dey's palace, where 
he diftributes a portion to his favorite wife, and a 
part among the different officers of government. 

After their entry into the city they wait Impa- 
tiently for the Taftan, an elegant robe which It Is 
ufual for the dey to fend them to fignify his appro- 
bation of their condu6i ; and u\\ they receive this 
Erefcnt th«y are in the uimoft lufpenfe and appre- 
cnfion ; for if it does not arrive the day aftertheir 
entry, they know that the lofa of their heads will 
be the confequcnce. 

Punishments. ■ 

Ik this country It is not to be cxpeifled that juf- 
tice will be adiiiinlRcred with any degree of impar- 
tiality. The Mahometan foldicry in particular, are 
fomtch favoured, that they are not punifhed in pub- 
lic, aad fcldora put to death for any crime, except 
O 2 rebellion'; 

Digitized by VjUO*^it^ 



i6t DESCRIPTION OF ALGIERS. 

rcbcliion ; in which cafe they are either hanged on 
an iron hook, orftrangled with a bow-ftring, which 
is tied rocmd the neck of the offender, and drawn 
different ways by two executioners, with all their 
ftrength, (o that he is inftantly difpatched* Wo- 
men guilty of adultery, have a halter tied about 
their necks, with the other end faftencd to a pole, 
by which they arc held under water till they arc 
fuffocated. 

The Chriftian flavesare liable to a variety of pu-. 
nifhments* They are fometimes burned or rather 
roaftcd alive. At other times' they are impaled* 
This is done by placing the criminal on the end of a 
fharp Hake, v/hich is thruft up his pofteriors clofc 
by the back-bone, till it appears above his (houl- 
4ers. CruciBxion, by ifailing the hands and feet 
to walls, is often prad^ifed. 

But the raoft terrible punifhments arc thofe in- 
flicted upon the Jews or Chridians who fpeak a- 
gainft the Mahometan religion ; in which cafe they 
mud either turn Mahometan, or be impaled alive. 
If they afterwards apoftatize, they are roaftcd alive, 
or elfe thrown down from the top of the qity walls, 
upon iron hooks. Thefc catch by the jaws, the 
ribs, or other parts of the body,, according as they 
happen to fall, and the fufferers have been known 
to hang in different pofitions forfeveral days alivCf 
in the moft exquifite torture ; though by accident 
they are fometimes put out of pain at once> as was 
the cafe with John Gafcon the Spanifh adventurer, 
as before related. This terrible punifhment has 
frequently been inflicted upon flavcs,. but at prefcnt 
it begins to be gcneraliy difufcd. 

There is a law here, by which any woman con- 
vifted of an amorous correfpondence with a Chrif-' 
tian^ is tied up in a fack and thrown into the fea« 

Example^/ 
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Examples of this kind-frcqucntly happen, as the fair 
fex, in this part of the world, are remarkably frail. 

There is another fihgubr puniihmcnt which is 
infliiSled upon a gallows, which (hews the favagc 
difpoHtion of the people. Upon each fide of the 
gallows, near the upper angle, arc fixed two chains 
of different lengths, to each of which is faftened 
a ftiarp hook. The malcfador afcends the ladder 
with the executioner, who thrufls the hook on the 
ihorteft chain through the palm of his left hand t 
after which he thruiU that on the longefl chain 
through thefole of his right foot, and in this man- 
ner the' criminal is left hanging in the moft excru- 
ciating torture for the fpacc of three or four days be-" 
fore he expires. 

The weflern Moors flill pra6^ife the barbarois 
punifhment of fawing the jranfgrcfFor afundcr ; 
which is moftly inflicted upon perfons of diftindiion 
for crimes againft the ftate. For which purpolje 
Ihey prepare two boards of the fame length and 
breadth with the delinquent, and having tied him 
between tnem, they proceed to the execution by 
beginning at the head- In this manner did Kar- 
dinafh fufFer, who was formerly their ambaffador^ 
to the Britiih court. 

For clipping or dcbafin^ the public coin, the old 
Egyptian puniftiment is f^ill inflid^cd here, which 
is cutting off both the hands of the tranfgreffor. 

In fmaller crimes, or for thofe not capital, the of- 
fenders are fined, or their pay (lopped ,* and if of- 
ficers, they are reduced to the ftation of common 
foldiers, from whence they may gradually raife 
tbemfelves to t!»eir former dignity. The moft com- 
mon puniflimcht for offences not capital is the bafli- 
nado ; and the ftrokes arc given either upon the 
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belly, back, or folcs of the feet, according to the 
plcafure of the cadir who appoints the number, 
which fometinics anfiount to 200 or 300, according 
to the indulgence the offender can obtain cither by 
bribery or friends ; and hence he often dies under 
this punifhmenty for want of advocates fufficicntly 
powerful. The moft ufual mode of baftinading is 
upon the foles of the (ccU The criminal is laid on 
bis back or bciiy, his feet are raifed anH tied to a 
•ftake, held fad by officers for the purpofe, and la 
this poiiurc the puni(bmcnt is infli(f\cd by a number 
of fticks tied together, o/the thicknefs of one's lit- 
tle finger. A Moor convicted of boufc-brcaking, 
has his right hand cut off and faftened about his 
neck. He is then led through the city on an afs, 
with his face turned towards its taih No reipe£l is 
paid to the. quality of a perfon ; but a pecuniary 
mu\€i willarred the courfe of juflicc, unlefsthc of- 
fender is guilty of the moft flagrant crimes. 

The ufual puniftimcnt for debt is imprifonment, 
according to the pradlice of fome nations who pre- 
tend to be rnore enlightened. The debtor is ufually 
detained in prifon till tbe chow$ or bailiffs have 
fcizcd and fold his «ffe6ts : Jf the falc amounts to 
more than the debt, the furplus is returned to the 
debtor; if it falls (bort, he is neverthelefs relcafcd, 
and no future demands are made upqn him. . 



Reli<;ion. 

The' inhabitants of Algiers, as is well known^ 
are Mahometans* But /uch is the depravity of their 
nature, that they have adopted the ^«ry word pans 
of the Mahon\ctaa religion, and feem to have re- 
tained 
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tained only as much of it as countcncnccs ihcir 
tices. \ 

The Mufti, the Cadi, and the grand Marabout, 
arc the principal cc^lefiaftics. The firft is the 
high pricft of their religion; the fecond, the fu- 
prcmc judge in ecclefiaftical caufcs, and in fuch 
civil matters as the government docs not interfere. 
The third is the chief of an order of faints or 
liermits» Thefe three perfons are diftlnguifhcd 
by the largenefs of their turbans. They fit in the 
divan a little below^ the dey, on his right hand. 

The Algerincs have the moft Angular veneration 
for idiots ; infomuch that numbers of theii* rtiara- 
bouts pretend to be of this order, that they may 
receive the greater refpeft from the people. Thefe 
marabouts either live fequeftercd in cares, or 
wander bare legged and bare footed from city to 
city, with ragged clothes and a fiafFin their hands, 
^ith which they touch fuch perfons as they think 
proper, and the perfon who is touched in this 
manner regards it as the moft fignal favor that can 
be conferred upon him, bccaufe he is perfuaded- 
that his fins are thereby fijrgiven. Thefe mara- 
bouts ftudy magic and aftrology ; they undertake 
to cure all difeafes, and to infpire love by num- 
bers, and the powers^^ of incantation* They lead 
very auftere l*ives, and gienerally employ ihcmfelves 
in counting their beads, or in prayer and medita- 
tion. This faintfiiip goes by fucceflion, and the 
fon is entitled to the fame veneration and rcfpefl as 
his father,- provided he can fupport the fame gra- 
vity and decorum. Some of them are reputed to 
poflcfs the fame faculty as their prophet in receiv- 
ing vifions and converfing with the Deity. 

In Algiers there are many mofques, in which 
thefe marabouts are buried, who are venerated as 

iftints^ 
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faints^ and burning lamps are placed round tficir 
fepulchrcs, to which people fend prefents to ob- 
tain relief in ficknefs,or go thither upon pilgrimage. 
Thofe who are fubje6l to the falling (iGknefs arc 
more highly venerated, becaufe Mahomet was trou- 
bled with tins difeafe, and declaimed that at that thnc 
God by his angel Gabriel revealed to hira the 
inofr facred royfteries of his religion. 

All thofe Algerincs who arc of fuflficient ability 
deem it an indilpenfibledutyto go once in their lives 
upon a pilgrirragc to Mecca, and in confcqujencc 
of the immenfe numbers who refort thithei; from 
different parts of Turkey, this city is more throng* 
cd than any citv in- the world. , / 

As the impofition of Mahometanifm has been 
propagated over fuch ex^enfive tracts of country ia 
t'he other three quarters of the globe, and forms fo 
intercfting a particular in the hiftory of mankind, it 
will not perhaj)s be improper to give lomc account 
of the great founder of this religion. 

Mahomet, or Mohammed, (Tyled the Impo/lor, 
was born about the end of the 6th century of the 
Ghriftian sera. He came into the world under many 
difadvantages^ His father Abd'allah was a young- 
er {on of Abd almotalcb ; and dying very young, 
and in his father's life time, left his widow and in- 
fant fon in very mean circumftanccs> his whole fub- 
ftance coniifting b«i of five camels and one Ethia- 
pcan fcnjale Have. Abd'almotaleb was therefore 
obliged to take care bf his grandchild Mahomet; 
which he not only did during his life, but at hi« 
death enjoined his -cldeft (oti Abu Talcb, who was 
brother to Abd'allah by the fame mother, to pro- 
vide for him for the future, which he very affc»5Vion- 
ately did, and inftru6led him in ^hc bufinefs of a 
merchant, which he followed ; and to that end he 

took- 
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look him into Syria when jv? M^asbut thiiteen years 
old. He afterwards recommended him to Kha^ ijab, 
a rich widow, for her fa6^or, in whofc fervice he 
hehaved himfclf fo well, that by making him her 
hufband (he foon railed him to an equality with the 
richeft in Mecca* ' 

After he began by this advantageous match to 
live at his eafe, he formed the fchcme of eftablifh- 
ing a new religion, or, as he exprefled it, of re- 
planting the only true and ancient one profeiTed by 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Mpfes, Jefus, and ail the 
prophets, by dcftroying the grofs idolatry into which 
the generality of his countrymen had fallen, and 
weeding out the corruptions and fuperfiitions which 
the latter Jews and ChriRians had, as he thought, in- 
troduced into their religion, and reducing it to its 
primitive purity, which confiftcd chiefly in the wor* 
ibip of one God. 

Before he made any attempt abroad, he rightly 
judged that It was ncccffary for him to begin with 
the convcrfion of his own houfehold. Having 
therefore retired with his family, as he had done 
fcveral times before, to a cave in mount Mara, he 
there opened 'the fecret of his miflion to his wife 
Khadijah ; and acquainted her that the angel Ga- 
briel had juil .before appeared to him^ and told 
him that he was appointed the apoftle of God. 
Khadijah received the pews with great joy : fwear- 
ing by him in whofc hands her foul was, that (he 
'Irufled he would be the prophet of his nation, t 

Encouraged by fo good a beginning, he rcfolv- 
cd to proceed, and try for fome time what he could 
do by private pcrfuafion ; not daring to hazard the 
ivyhole afiair by expofing it too fuddenly tp the 
pjublic* 

, Xhc 
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The next pcrfon Mahomet applied to was Abu 
Beer, a man of great authority among the Koreifti, 
and one whofc intcreft he well knew would be of 
great fcrvice to him ; as it foon appeared iv for Abu 
B^cr being gained over, prevailed alfo upon fotnc 
of the principal men of Mecca to follow his .ex- 
ample, who with a few more were converted in 
the fpace of three years : at the end of which time 
Mahomet having, as he hoped, a fufficlcnt intereft 
to fupport him, made his miiTion no longer a fe- 
cret, but gave out that God had commanded him 
to admonifhed his near relations ; and In order to 
do it with more convenience and profpe6t of fuc- 
ccfs, he dire6led AH to prepare an entertainment, 
and invite the fons and ^efccndants of Abd alnio- 
taleb, intending then to open his mind ^ to them. 
This was done, and about 40 of them came ; but 
Abu Laheb, one of his uncles, making the com- 
pany break up before Mahomet had ati opportunity 
of fpeaking, obliged him to give them a fecond 
invitation the next day; and when they were come, 
he made the following fpecch to them : " I know 
no man in all Arabia who can offer his kindred a 
more excellent thing than I now do to you ; I of- 
fer you happinefs both in this life, and that which 
is to come ; God Almighty hath commanded mc 
to call you unto him : Who, therefore, among 
you will be affiftant to me herein, and become 
my brother and my viccgcrant ?** All of them de 
dining the matter, All at length rofe up, and dc 
clared he would be his afliftant ; and vehemently 
threatened thofe who (hould oppofe him. Maho- 
met upon this embraced Ali with great dcmon- 
flratlons of afFed^ion, and defired all thofe who 
were prefcnt to hear and obey him as his deputy ; 
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at wlich alj the cornpany broke out into a great 
laughter. 

This repulfe, however, was fp far from difcoura- 
ing Mahomet, that he began to preach In public to 
the people, who heard hiniwith Tome patience till 
he came to upbraid them with the idolatry and per- 
verfenefs of themielves and their fathers : which fo 
exafperated them, that they declared thcmfelves 
.his enemies; and would foon have accompli(hed 
his ruin had %e not been prote£\ed by Abu Taleb. 
The chief of the Koreifh threatened him with an open 
rupture if he did not prevail on Mahomet to defift. 
dAt this Abu^Taleb was fo far moved, that he earn- 
.cftly diffuadcd his nephew from purfulng the affair 
any farther, reprefenting the great danger of fuch 
an undertaking. But Mahomet was not to be inti- 
midated, and told his uncle plainly, i/iat if thty 
Jet tke fun a gain ft him on his right hand, ^^d the 
moon on his lejt, ht would not leave his enterprife* 
Abu Taleb feeing hlfn. fo firmly refolved to pro- 
ceed, ufcd no furthe*- arguments, but promifed to 
(land by him againnallhis enemies. 
, The Koreifh, finding they could neither prevail 
by fair words, nor by menaces, tried what they 
could do by force and ill treatment ; ufing Maho- 
met's followers io very injurioufly, that it was not 
fafe for them to continue at Mecca any longer ; 
whereupon Mahomet gave leave to fuch of them as 
had not friend^ to protC(5l them, to feekfor refuge 
elfewhere. 

In the fixth year of his miffion, Mahon:et had 
the pleafure of feeing his party ftrengthcned by the 
converfion'^of his uncle Hamza, and Omar Ebn al 
Xattab, who was at firil a violent oppofer of th« 
prophet. As perfecution generally advances rather 
than obftru6ts the fpreading of a religion, Ifia- 
P mifm 
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fnifm made fo great a progrcfs among the Arab 
tribes, that the Korcifli^ to fupprcfs it effectually if 
pQflible, iathe feventh year of Mahomet^s. miffion, 
made a folcmn league againft the Hafhemites and 
the family of Abd'almotaleb, engaging tbemfeives 
to contract no marriages with any of them ; and 
to give it the greater fanClion, reduced it into wri* 
ting, and laid it up in the Ca^ba. 

The faniilies in confequence continued at vari- 
ance for three years ; but in the loth year of his 
miffion Mahomet told his uncle Abu Talcb, that 
God had manifcflly (hewed his difapprobation of the 
league which the Koreilh had made againfi them, 
by fending a worm to eat out every word of the in- 
flrument except the name of God* Of this acci- 
dent Mahomet had probably fome private notice: 
for Abu Taleb went immediately to the Koreiib, 
and acquainted them with it ; offering, if it proved 
falfe, to deliver his nephew up to them ; but in 
cafe it were true, he infixed that they ought to lay 
afide their animofity, and annul the league they 
had roade,againft the Halhcmites. To this th^ ac- 
quiefced ,* and going to infpeft the writing, to their 
great aftoniftiment found it to be as Abu Taleb had 
faid ; and the league was thereupon declared void. 

In the fame year Abu Taleb died at the age of 
lebove fourfqore ; and about a month, or, as fome 
write, three days after his death, Mahomet had the 
additional mortification to lofe his wife, who had 
fo generoufly made his fcM-tune. For which reafon 
this year is called the year qf mournings 

On the deaih of thefe two perioiis, the Koreifli 
bepjan to be moretroublcfcme than ever to their pro- 
phet, infomuch that he found himi'elf obliged to 
icek for fbeiter at Tayef, where he'applicd himfelf 
to twc cf the chief of the tribe of Tbakif, who then 

V were 
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were the inhabitants of that place ; but they receiv- 
ed him very coldly : and he was foon afterwards 
obliged to depart frocn thence and return to Mec- 
ca, where he put himfelf under the prote6tion of 
AI Motaam Ebn Adi. 

This repulfe greatly difcouraged his followers : 
but Mahomet notwith(Unding boldly continued to 
preach to the ptibllc aflemblies at the pilgrimage, 
and gained many profelytcs among them. 

lathe i2ih, year of his mifTion Mahomet gave out 
that he made his hlghl-journey f rom Mecca to Jeru- 
salem, and from thence to heaven, fo naoch fpoken of 
by all that write of him. 

This (lory feemed fo ridiculous that fcveraliof 
his followers left him in confequence, and would 
probably have ruined the whole defign, had not, 
Abu Beker vouched for his veracity, and declared, 
that if Mahomet alhrmcd it to be true, he verily 
believed him. Which happy incident not only re- 
trieved the prophet's credit, but eticreafed it to fuch 
d degree, that he was afterwards able to make hi^ 
difcjples fwailovtf whatever he plea fed to impofe on 
them. This fid^ion, notwithftanding its extravagance, 
was one of the mod artful contrivances Mahomet 
ever devifed, and what chiefly contributed to the 
raifing of his reputation to that great height to which 
it afterwards arrived. 

lb this year, called by the Mahometans ike at- 
ctpted year, twelve men of Yathreb or Medina, 
Game to Mecca, and took an oath of fidelity to Ma- 
homet at al Akaba, a hill on the north of that ci- 
ty ; after which Mahomet fent one of his difcipies, 
named Mafab Ebn Omair, home with them, to in- 
ftrudl them more fully in the groundis and ceremo-^ 
aics of his new religion. 

Mafab 
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Mafab being arrived at Medina, by the affiftance 
of thofe who had been formerly converted, gained 
feveral profelytcs, and Mahomctanifm was propa- 
gated fo rapidly that there was fcarce a houfe where- 
in there' were not fome v/ho had embraced it. 

The next year, being the 13th of Mahomet's 
mlflion, Mafab returned to Mecca, accompanied 
by 73 men and two women of Mfedin^, who of- 
fered ^lahomet their affiftance, which he readily * 
accepted ; as he was ia the moft imminent dan- 
ger from his powerful ad verfaries in Mecca. Out 
of this number Mahomet chofe twelve pcrfons,. 
who were to have the fame authority among them 
as the twelve apoftles of Chrift had among his^dif- 
cipies. 

Hitherto Mahomet had propagated his religion 
by fair means ; fo that the whole fuccefs of this ^n- 
terpcife, before his flight to Medina, muft be at- 
tributed folely toperfuafion. For before his fecond 
oath of fealty or inauguration, at al Akaba, he had 
no permiifion to ufe any force at all ; nor would he 
futfer it. And he was far from allowing it in his 
followers ; but exhorted them to bear patiently 
thofe injuries which were offered them on account, 
of their faith. But this great pafRvenefs feemed 
entirely owing to the great fuperiority of his oppo- 
fers for the firft twelve years of his mi (Hon ; .for 
no fooner was he enabled, by the afliftance of thofe 
of Medina, to oppofc his enemies, than he pro- 
claimed that God had f>ermitted him and his foI-» 
lowers to attack the infidels, to deftroy idolatry, 
and to cllabliQi the true faith by the fword ; for 
Jie found by experience, that his dcfigns would 
othcrwife have proceeded very flowly, and he well 
knew that innovators, w'hen they depend folely 
on thsir owa ftrength, and can compel, feldo?« 

run 
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run muchrifk; from whence, fays Machiavcl, it 
follows, that all the armed prophets have fuccecd- 
ed, and the unarmed ones have failed. 

That Mahomet hid a right to take up arms for 
his own defence, may perhaps be allowed ; but 
whether he ought afterwards to have eftablifhcd his 
Religion by compulfion is not fo eafy to determine* 
Having provided for the fccurity of his companions 
as well as his own, by the league ofFcnfivc and de- 
fcnfivc which he had now concluded with tl^^'e of 
Medina, he directed them to repair thither, which 
they accordingly did ; but he himfelf, with Abu 
Beker and Ali ftaid behind, having not yet receiv- 
ed the divine permifllion, as he pretended, {q leave 
Mecca. The Korciih, fearing the confequencc of 
this new alliance, began to think it abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to prevent Mahomet's efcape to Medina ; 
and having held a council thereon, they came to 
-a refolution that he (hould be killed : jjnd agreed 
that a man (hould be chofen out of every tri!*~ ^ / 
the execution of this defign; each of whom fhou* ' 
have a blow at him with his fword, that the guilt of 
his blood might fall equally on all the tribes, to 
whofe united power the Halhemites were much in- 
ferior, arid therefore durll not attempt to revenge 
their kinfman's death. 

This con (piracy was fcarcely formed, before it 
came to Mahomet's knowledge ; and he gd c out 
that it WIS revealed to him by ihe angel G >!m let, 
who had now ordered him to retire to Mrdin^i 
Whereupon, to amufe his etiemics, he diteflcd 
Ali to lie down in his place, •and wrap himtell up 
in his green cloak, which he did ; and Mahri^i:!t 
efcaped miraculoufly, as they pretend, to Abu Bro- 
ker's houff, unperceived by the conrpiratoi=5, ia 1 a 
had already affembled at the prophet's door. Thev* 
P 2 m 



d by Google 



r\ 



174 DESCRIPTION OF ALGIERS 

in the mean time, looking through the crevice, and 
feeing AH, whom they took to be Mahomet hira- 
felfaflecp, continued watching there till morning, 
when All arofe, and they found themfclves de- 
ceived. 

From Abu Beker's houfe Mahomet and he went 
to a c'ave in mount Thur, to the fouth-eaft of Mec- 
ca, where they lay hid three days to avoid the 
fearch of their enemies ; which they very narrow- 
ly el^aped, and not without the afliftancc of more 
miracles than one : for ^ fome fay that the Ko- 
reifti were ftruck with blindncfs, fd that they could 
not find the cave ; others, that after Mahomet 
and his attendants were got in, two pigeons laid 
^heir eggs at the entrance, and a fpider covered 
the mouth of the cave with her web, which made 
them look no further. Abu Beker, feeing the pro- 
phet in imminent danger, became very forrowful ; 
whereupon Mahomet comforted him with thefc 
words recorded in the Koran, Be not gritvtdy for 
God is with its. Their enemies being retired, 
they left the cave, and fet out for Medina, by a 
by-rcid ; and having fortunately efcaped fome who 
were fent to purfue them, arrived fafely at that 
city ; whither Ali followed them in three days„ 
after he had fettled fome affairs at Mecca. . 

The fir fl thing Mahomet did after his arrival at 
McJ<n3, was to build a tempi? for his religious 
ivonliipi and a houfe for his own accommodation. 

After being fecurely fettled there, and able not 
only to defend himfelf againft the infults of his 
enemies, but to attack them, he began to fend cut 
fniali parties to make reprifals on the Korciih ; the 
*irrt'|>at ry confining of no more than nine men, who 
inter t'cpted and plundered a caravan belonging to 
\\i:A uibc, and in the a6lion took two prifoncrs. But 

what 

* Digitized by Google 



DESCRIPTION OF ALGIERS. 175' 

y^h^t eftablilhed his affairs very much, and was the 
foundation on which he built his fuccceding grcat- 
ncfs, was the gaining the battle of Bcdcr, which was 
fought in the fecond year of the Hegira, and is famous 
in the Mahometan hlftory. Some reckon no lefs than 
twcnty-feven expeditions wherein Mahomet was 
perfonaily prefcnt, in nine of which he gave battle, 
befides feveral other expeditions in which he was 
not prefeat. His forces Jhe maintained partly by 
the contributions of his followers for this purpofc, 
which he called by the name of zacat or alms, 
and the paying of which he very artfully made 
one main article of his religion ; and partly by or- 
dering a fifth part of the plunder to be brought in- 
to the public treafury for that purpofc, in which' 
matter he likewifc pretended to aft by the divine 
direftion. 

In a few years, by the fuccefs of his arms, (not- 
withftanding he fomcjimes came off by the worft), 
he confiderably raifed his credit and power. In the 
fixth year of the Hegira he fct out with 1400 men 
to vlfit the temple of Mecca, not with any intent of 
committing hoftilities, but in a peaceable manner. 
However, when he came' to al Hodeibiya, which, 
is fituated partly within and partly without the fa- 
cred territory,* the Koreifh fent to let him know 
that they would not permit him to enter Mecca, un- 
Icfs he forced his way ; whereupon he called his 
troops about him, and they all took a folemn oath 
of homage to him, and he refolved to attack the 
city ; but thofe of Mecca fending Arwa Ebn Ma- 
fod, prince of the tribe of Thakif, as their ambaf- 
fador, to deCre peace, a tJ-uce was concluded be- 
tween them for ten years, by which any perfon 
was allowed to enter into a league either with Ma- 
homct| or with the Koreifli, as he thought fir. 
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It may not be improper, in order to ftiew the in- 
conceivable veneration and rcfpcdt the Mahometans- 
by this lime had for their prophet^ to mention the 
account which the above mentioned ambaffadot 
gave the Koreifh of their behaviour, at his return* 
He faid he had been at the courts both of the Ro- 
man emperor and the king of Periia, and never faur- 
any pxinc^ fo highly refpedlcd" by his fubjc^s as 
Mahomet was by his companions : for,, whenever 
he made the ablution, in order to fay his prayers^ 
they ran and catched the water that he had ufed ; 
and whenever he fpit they immediately liked it up> 
and gathered every hair thai fell from him with 
great fuperftilion. 

In the feventh year of the Hcgira, Mahomet be- 
gan to think of propagating bis religion beyond the 
bounds of Arabia; and fent mcflcngcrs to the neigh'* 
bouring princes, with letters to invite them to Ma- 
homctanifm. Nor was this pro]e6t without feme 
fuccefs. Khofru Parviz, then king of Perfia, re- 
ceived his letter with great difdain, and tor« it in 
a padion) fending away the mefTenger very abrupt- 
ly : which when Mahomet heard, he faid Godjhall 
tear his kingdom^ And foon after a meffenger came 
to MahometTrom Badhon king of Yaman, who was 
a dependent on the Perfians, to acquaint him that 
he had received orders, to fend him to Khofru* 
Mahomet put oiF his anfwer till the next morning, 
and then told the meffenger it had been revealed 
to him that night that Khofru was flain by his 
fon Shiruyeh ; adding, that he was well affured his 
new religion and empire fliould rife to as g:reat a 
height as that of Khofru* ; and therefore bid him ad- 
vife his maiJer to embrace Mahometanifm. The 
meffenger being returned, Badhan in a few days 
received a letter from Slur uy eh,, informing him of 

* his 
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his father's death, ordering him to give the pro- 
phet no farther diilurbance. Whereupon Bad- 
han and the Perlians with him turned Mahome- 
tans* 

The emperor HcracUus, as the Arabian hiftori- 
ans afl'ure us, received Mahomet's letter with great 
refpcct, laying it on his pillow, and difmiffcd the 
bearer honorably* And fome pretend that he would 
have profeffed this new faith, had lie not been afraid 
of lofing his crown. 

Mahomet wrote to the fame cfFefl to the king of 
Ethiopia, and to Mohawkas^ governor of Egypt, 
who gave the mcfiTengcr a very favorable reception, 
and fent feveral valuable prefcnts to Mahomet, and 
among the reft two beautiful girls, one of which, 
named Mary, became i great favorite with him* ' 
He ialfo fent letters of the like purport to feve- 
ral Arab princes : particularly one to al Hareth 
Eba Abi Shamcr king of Ghaflean, who returning 
for anfwer that he wouW go to Mahomet himfelf, 
the prophet faid, May his kingdom ptrifli ; . another 
to Hawdha Ebn Ali, king of Yamana, who was a 
Chriilian, and, having fome time b^ore profcfled 
Idamifm, had lately returned to hi^ former faith ; 
jhis prince fent back a very rough anfwer, upon 
which Mahomet curfing him, he died foon after : 
and a third to a I Mondar Ebn Sawha, king of Bah« 
rein, who embraced Mahometanifm, and. all the 
Arabs of that country followed his example. 

The eighth year of the Hcgira was a very fortu- 
nate year to Mahomet. In the beginning of it, 
KhaledEbnal Walid and Amru.Ebn al As, both 
excellent foldiers, the firft of whom afterwards con- 
quered Syria and other countries, and the latter 
Egypt, became profelytes to Mahometanifm. And 
fooa after the prophet fent 3000 men againft the 

Grecian 
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Grecian forces, to revenge the death of one of his 
ambaiTadors, who, being fent to the governor of 
Bpfra on the fame errand as thdfe who went to the 
above-mentioned princes, wasflain by an Arab, of 
the tribe of Ghaflan, at Muta, a town in the tcrri- 
tery of Balkain Syria, neaV which they encounter- 
ed. The Grecians being vaftly fuperior in numbcf 
(for, including the auxiliary Arabs, they had an 
army of 100,000 men) the Mahometans were re- 
pulfcd in the firft attack, and loft fucceflivcly three 
of their generals, viz. Zcid Ebn Haretha Maho* 
met's freedmaa, Jaafar the fon of Abu Taleb, and 
Abdallah Ebn^ Rawaha : but Khalcd Ebn al Wa- 
lid, fucceeding .to the command, overthrew the 
Greeks with great (laughter, and brought away 
abundance of rich i^oil ; on occafion of which Ma- 
homet gave him the title of Self min foyuf Allah^ 
*' one of the fwprds of God," 

In this year Mahomet took the city of Mecca, 
the inhabitants whereof had broken the truce con- 
cluded on two years before. For the tribe of Bekcr, 
who were confederates with the Korqifh, attacking 
thofe of Khozaalfl, who were allies of Mahomet, 
killed feveraltof them, being fupported i/i the a£li- 
onbya party of the KorjeiOi themlelves. In confe- 
quenge of this violation, Abu Sofian himfelf made a 
journey to Medina on purpofe to heal thf breach and 
renew the truce : but in vain ; for Mahomet, glad 
of this opportunity, refufed to fee him : whereup- 
on he applied to Abu Beker and Ali : but they giv- 
ing him no anfwer, he was obliged to return to 
Mecca as he came. 

Mahomet iranEiediatcly gave orders for prepara- 
tions to be made, that he mijght furprize the Mec- 
cano while they were unprovided to receive him : in 
a little time he began hi» march thither ; and by 
- the 
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the time he came near the city, his forces were in- 
crcafcd to 10,000 men. Tliofc of Mecca, being 
not in a condition to defend themfelves againft fo 
formidable an army, furrendcrcd at difcretion, and 
Abu Sofia n favcd his life by turning Klahometan* 
About 28 of the idolaters were killed by a party 
under the command of Khaled ; but this happened 
contrary Jo Mahomet's orders, who, when he en- 
tered the town, pardoned all the Koreilh on their 
fubmiifion, except three men and one woman who 
were put to death, the reft obtaining pardon on 
their embracing Mahometanifm. 

The remainder of this year Mahomet employed 
in deftroyins; the idols in and about Mecca, fending 
feveral of his generals on expeditions for that pur- 
pofe, and to invite the Arabs to lilamifm : wherfe- 
in it IF no winder if they now met with fuccefs. 

The next year being the niiith of the HegiTa, the 
Mahometans call the year of embqffies : for the A- 
rabs had been hitherto expe^ing the iffuc of the war 
•between Mahomet and the Koreifti : but as foon as 
that tribe, the principal of the whole nation, and the 
genuine defcendants of Ifhmael, whofe prerogatives 
none offered to difputc, had fubmitted, they were fa- 
lisfied that it was not in their power to oppofc Ma- 
homet ; and thereforebegan to come into him in great 
n^umbersjaod to fend embafliesto make their fubmif- 
fion to him, both to Mecca, while he ftaid there, and 
alfo to Medina, whither he returned this year. Amotig 
the reft, five kings of the tribe of Hamyar profe(]P 
ed Mahometanifm, and fent ambafladors to notify 
the fame. 

In the tenth year, AH was fent into Yaman to 
propagate the Mahometan faith there, and, as it is 
faid, converted the whole tribe of Hamdnn in one 
day. Their example ws^j, quickly followed by all 

the 
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the inhabitants of that province, except only thofe 
of Najran, who, being Chriftians, chofc rather to 
pay tribute. 

In the eleventh year Mahomet died ; thus was 
Mahometanifm cftabliihed, and idolatry rooted out 
even in Mahomet's time, throughout all Arabia, 
except only Yamana, wh?re Mofeilama, who fct 
up alfo for a prophet as Mahomet's competitor, had 
a great party, and was not reduced till the kalifat 
of Abu Beker, and the Arabs being then united in 
one faith, and under one prince, found themfelvcs 
in a condition of making thofe conquers, which ex- 
tended the Mahometan faith over fo great part of 
the world. 

The mofque which contains Mahomet's tomb, 
flands nearly in the center of Medina, which, ia 
confcquence, is called the mojl ho I jf city* It is a 
raagniticent ftru^ure, fupportcd by 400 flately co- 
lumns, and lighted up with 300 fuperb lamps of fu- 
perior luftre, which are kept continually burning. 
It has a fmall tower covered with plates of filver, 
and the floor is covered with a cloth of gold. It is 
more vifited^than any city in the world except IVl^c- 
ca. Mahomet's coffin ftands under the cupola. It 
has long been the vulgar opinion that this coffin is 
made of flcel, and fufpended in the air by the pow- 
er of two magnets, but this notion is erroneous, and 
has long ago been exploded. The tomb lies expo- 
fed to view from the middle to the bottom of the 
dome, and is furrounded by a ftnall wall, which 
is pierced with windows fenced with (ilvcr grates. 
The infide is adorned with precious (lones of im- 
menfe. value, efpecially on that piut of the cupola 
which is over the head of the prophet. Over his 
feet is placed a golden crcfccnt of exquifite work- 
manftiip, and fparkling with the moft coftty bril- 
liants. 
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li^nts* A caoopy of t^c ippft elegant embroidery 
is extended above, and over the coffin is thrown a 
rich pall of gold and lilver tiflue^ which are an- 
nually fcnt thither by the balh^w of Egypt, by or- 
dar of the Grand Signipr, ai)d with the greateft 
magnificence. It is conimonly carried upon the 
back of a flatcly carpel, and when the precious 
gift is taken off, Uie bead is no longer ufed in fer« 
vile drudgery. " 

The place, where the coffin lies, is fup^jortcd by 
pillars pf black marble, and encompaflcd with a 
bali^flrade of filver, hung with fuch a number of bur- 
ning lanjps, thai the fmojcc darkens the place. The 
cupola is hung wjth yvhhc and red damaik, and has 
tJie/c words embroidered upon it in. Arabic letters 
of gold, God is Godf^andM^hcmfiis his propheu 
The place is a hundred paces long and ninety broad; 
\\ has two gat(:s and a vaulted naye. The concourfc 
of pilgrijns that refprt to this dpme is aftonifhjng^ 
arid every Muffulman is bound by his religion to 
yiifit this tomb at leaft onqc in his life ; after which 
Jie is for ever regarded as a faiijt. 

Xhc firft article of the Mahometan religion is^ 
that there is no God but the trut God, and Mahom^ 
u his apoJiU* 1 he Alcoran enjoins the belief of 
^ngels ; and Jeach^s that they are pure and fubtle 
bodies, that there is no diJrtindUon of jfexcs among 
them, and 'h^t they ^o not propagate their fpe- 
cies ; that they have various foims ^nd offices^; that 
ibroe adore God in difFer/rnt pofturcs, and others 
fing praifcs.to him or intercede for mankind* 

Mahomet, named the devil Eblis frpm his defpair* 
yic. was one of the apgels called jizazi/, who are i^ 
pod*s immediate pre fenqe,arTd he fell for. rcfu fing 
to pay homage to Adam at God's command. The 
jjMt^hometaoa believe in a fubordinate race of an* 
Ct gcls^ 
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gels called geniif formed of groffcr fire, who prtm 
pagate their fpecies^ are fubje£l to death and liable 
to future rewards and punifhments* 

They beliqvc in no Icfs than 124,000 prophets, 
fome fay more^ wKo have been fent into the world 
at different periods ;f among whom were Noah, Abra- 
ham, Mofes, Jefus, and Mahomet, and that the laws 
«f each of thefe prophets fueceffively abrogated thofc 
of their immediate prcdeceflbrs. 

The next article of the Mahometan faith is the 
doflrinc of the refurrcdlion ; but the time is known 
to none but God alone. Mahomet converfed with 
Gabriel upon this fubjeft rbut the angpl acknow- 
ledged his ignorance of the time. They believe 
that the refurre£lion will extend to all animals, and 
that angels, genii, and men will rife, fome toetcr? 
nal happinefs ^nd others to eternal mifery* 

They believe in paradife, which they imagine 
to be fituated above the fcv^n heavens, or in the 
feventh imfnediately under the throne of God; aird 
to reprefent the amenity of the place they fay that 
the earth of it is of the fined wheat flour, or of the 
pureft muik , that its fioncs are pe^rl and jacinths, 
the walls of its buildings are cmbellifticd with gold 
and filver, and that the trunks of all its trees are of 
pure goM ; among whi^h the moft remarkable is 
the tree Tuba^ov the tree of happtncfs^yhich ftands 
In Mahomet's palace, and a branch of it extends 
%o the abode of every (rtie believer ; that the 
. boughs are loaded with the moft exquifitc fruits of 
furprifing bignefs, and of taflcs unknown to mor- 
tals ; of which if a man defire to eat the branches 
will bend down and prefent him their fruit; that 
this tree will fopply him with the richeft garments 
of filk ; that beafis will burft forth from the fruit, 
^idorned with the richeft trappings ready for true 

believer^ 
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kclicvcrs to ride upoti^ and that this tree is fo large 
that a pcrfon mounted on the Cwiftcft horfe^ wcyuld , 
nor be able to gallop from one end of its (hade to 
the other in an hundred years. Some of the rivers 
&i paradife, they fay, flow with the pureft flreams 
of water, foihe with milk, (omc With honey, and 
others with wine, all which take their rife from 
the root et the tree of happincfs ; befidcs which, 
they fay, it is watered by infinite numbers of fprings 
and fountains, whofe pebbles are rubies and eme- 
ralds, their beds of mu(k, and their fides of faf* 
fion. 

But all thefe glories will be infinitely tranfccndcd 
by the charms of women of the mod ineffable and 
ravifhing beauty, the irefidents of paradife, whofe 
fociety will be a perpetual fource of felicity to the 
faithful. Thefe, the Alcoran fays, are formed of pure 
iHuik, and free from all impurities incident to the 
fex, of the moft exemplary modefty, and fecluded 
from public view in pavilions of hollow pearl, three« 
fcore miles long and as many broad ; and that the 
inhabitants of paradife may enjoy thefe pleafures in 
their fulled extent, it is faid they will be endowed 
with extraordinary faculttesi and flouriih in eternal 
youth* 
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CHAP. It* 

^ A Jhort account of the principal cities * The citj of AL^ 
GIERS, Its origitiy fituation^ horfesy nvater^ public build' 
ifigsy bagniasy JireetSi gales^ fwallsf mole^ caftles% and 

fortifications^ 

THERE are few towns of any confcquence, 
evea along the fea-coaOs ; though when foc- 
celHvely under the dominion of Carthage and Rome, 
it abounded with populous cities. All the. fea-port 
tovirnst except the metropolis, are thinly peopled ; 
thofe in the interior part of the country dill more fe, 
and they are inhabited by a haughty robuft people, 
who trade into Biledulgerid and the country of the 
blacks* 

BONA IS fuppofed tolie the fame place with the 
antient Hippo, a fea-port built by the ancients. It 
was formerly the capital of the province of Bona* 
It lies on the Mediterranean fea, and there is a co- 
ral filhery near it. It is a town of no importance, 
and of (lender population. In this part of the 
world, elegant architecture has, for many centu- 
ries, been utterly forgotten or defpifed. The buil- 
dings of Bona, as every where elfe, are therefore 
mean. It is expofed to the incurfions of the Arabs. 
The name of this people is ufed by travellers in a 
very indefinite manner. Algiers is at the didanceof 
fome hundreds of leagues from Arabia : but as this 
part of Africa was formerly conquered by that na- 
tion^ 
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flon, under the banners of Mahomet, th^ riartre fe 
dill applied to a race of tawny and independent 
barbarians, who wander in gangs about the country, 
and unite the double profcilion of a (hepherd and a 
robber. Bona was formerly a magnificent city. Its 
grandeur is now only to be traced in the ruins of a 
monaftery. It has a fortrefs, and a garrifon of three 
hundred Turks, as thefe banditti chufe to call them- 
fclves ; a Turk being the moft reputable chara^Jer 
in that dountry. Thefe adventurers however are 
not Turks, but the fvireepings of all nations blct^ded 
tbgether. They are commanded by an aga, who is 
likewifc governor of the town. Bona was taken 
by Charles V. in his expedition to Tunis, but was 
not long after recovered by its former maAcrs. 

CONST ANTINA is fituated on the river Sef 
Oomar, forty-eight miles from the fea-coaft. It re- 
ceived its prcfent name from that of a princefs, the 
daughter of the emperor Conllantine, to whofn it is 
indebted for its magnificence. The fituation is on 
a peninfulai difficult of accefg, except towards the 
fouth-weft. It is one mile in circumference, well 
fortified, and contains many fragments of aricient 
architedlure. In particular ihere is a part of a no- 
fole bridge ; and near it is a large fubterraneous 
aqueduct, .which terminated in a cafcade. State cri- 
minals are fomctimes precipitated dov/n this place, 
and dallied to pieces; againfl the rocks at its bottom^ 
A bey refides here, and haa under his command 
three hundred Turkish horfe, and on6 thoufand five 
hundred \looriih foldiers. The inhabitants of Con- 
ftmtinaarc (aid to be opulent and haughty. This 
city was formerly the refidence of a race of kings 
who governed the province of Conftantina, of 
*i^ich it is the metropolis ; but in the year 15^0, tie 
Q^ 2 w hoi o 
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whole territory was conquered by Barbarofla, that 
didinguiftied tyrant^ wlio annexed it to the govern- 
ment of Algiers. Some fp lend id ruins exifl in the 
vkrinity of Conftantina. Upon the fea-coaft, at a 
fmall diflance from it, are the (races of a Roman 
colony, anciently called Colo. It is fituated on a 
high rock, and has a garrifon. Adjoining to it is 
a French fad^ory, to which the Moors bring hides, 
wax, and wool, for fale. At no great diflance are 
the remains of the ancient city of Stora. It is fa id 
that the mountainous part of this territory is iaha- 
. bited by a hardy people, who can raife forty thou- 
fand fighting men. 

GIGERI IS fituated about fifteen miles from 
Bona. It contains about fifteen hundred houfesi 
and the inhabitants are very poor, it is defended 
by a fort and a fmall garrifon. The natives of this 
part of the country arc independent and barbarous. 
They retire, when circumftances require it, to in- 
acceffible faftneffes, and fet the dcy of Algiers at 
defiance. Ships, when wrecked on this coafl, are 
plundered, and the crews are treated with the ut* 
jnoft favagenefs. In this rcfpeft, however, tfee 
natives of the territory of Gigeri cannot diflFer much 
for the worfe from the reft of their countrymen j 
nor is the pra6lice peculiar to Barbary. Sccnfis 
of the fame kind arc frequently a£led with impu- 
nity, on the coafi of Cornwall, and other mari- 
time counties of England *. .The French, in the 

year 

* There is a ftory of an Englifh parfcn, whofe con- 
gregation, during the time of divine lervice, heard of a 
ihipwreck. In fpite of his atjnoft efforts to detain tkevi 
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year 1666, had begun- to fortify Gigeri. They 
were driven from it by the AlgerincSf with the lofs 
of their cannon, and moft of their efFc6is* 

BUGIA was formerly the capital of a kingdom 
of the fame name. It Hands at the mouth of the 
river Major, or Zinganor, about twenty leagues 
to the eadward of Algiers. It is little better than 
a heap of ruins; a defcription which applies to al- 
moft every town in that part of the world. It has 
three caftles, two at the port, and one upon a rock, 
at a fmall diftance behind them* In the ycaf 
1671, a Britifti admiral took or deftrgycd, in this 
harbour, nine Algerine fliips ef war. It is ex- 
tremely feldom that an admiral has been charg€d 
with fuch a laudable eommiffion, 

STESSA, or STEFFA, is fituated in a fcrtiJe 
valley, (ixty miles to the foulh of Bugia, and fif-^ 
teen miles from the fea. It exhibits only the me- 
lancholy ruins of its former magnificence, con- 
taining about three hundred miferable families. 

TEBEF was formerly a flourifhing city, but is 
at prcfent extremely reduced. ZAMOURA is in 
the fame condition. It is defended by a fort. 

COUCO was once the metropolis of a kingdom 
of the fame name. Its fovercigns were in the 
habit of forming alliances with the court of Spain. 
For this reafon thd" AJgerines, in the beginning of 
the feventeenth century, ravaged the whole coun- 
try, 

the whole aflembly rulhed out of the churc}i> in a bodyi 
to 'divide the plunder. 
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try, and dcftroycd every town in it. The inhabi- 
tants have ftilJ fupported their independence,* by 
taking refuge in the mountainous parts of the coun- 
try, which are faid to be very fertiie; but the Al- 
gerines prevent them from holding any intercourfe 
with foreign nation^. 

BISCARA has a fort and garrifon. One of the 
ehief employments of the people here is to catch 
and tame lions, tigers; and other beails of prey, 
which they carry for fale to Algiers. 

NECANZ is one of the moft pleafatit towns in 
Barbary* It is watered by an agreeable river, 
whofe banks are adorned with a variety of beauti- 
ful trees. The town.contains a magnificent mofque 
and a college for the education of Mahoihetan (lu- 
dents. 

ORAN is fituated about two hundred and fiAy 
rhiles weft of Algiers. It lies partly on a plain, 
and partly on the afcent of a hill. It is a mile and 
half in circumference and tolerably fortified. But 
It. is unfortunately cominandcd by fome of the 
neighbouring eminences ; to that a garrifon of ten 
or twelve thbufand ; men is neceffary to defend it 
ivith fucccfs againft a fkilful enemy^ As the Spa- 
nifli coafts and merchant (hips had fufFered much 
from the corfairs of this port, FcrJinand king of 
Spain determined to attempt its redu£lion. For 
this purpbfc he franfported into Africa an army, un- 
^er the command of his prime miniftcr cardinal Xi- 
menes, who maintained a correfpondence with fome 
of the people ofOran ; and when the Moors fallici 
out to attack the Spanilh army, their perfidious 
<^uatryraen fhut their gates agaiinft them. XiiUe-^ 

nes 
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ncs killed four thoufand of the barbarians, and 
fct at liberty twenty thoufand Chriftian llaV^s. 
The Algerines, during alttioft two hundred years, 
inade frequent and uniuccelsful aiteinpts to recover 
the town. At hail, in 1708, they retook it. In 
June 1732, a Spanlih army was difembarked not C^^r 
rroin Oran. The Turkiih coipmat^der, his troops, 
and the inhabitants were feized with a panic, and 
abandoned thcif fortifications without much re fift- 
ance« The vigors found in the place an hundred 
and forty-fix pieces of cannon, befides mortars, and 
atleaft fifty (hip loads of prolific ns. This latter fuj^- 
ply contributed much to the prefervation of their 
new conqueil* Without it they mul\ have run the 
greateft hazard of periihirrg in the ihidft of fuc- 
cefs ; as a ten^peft, which lafted for feveral days, 
cut off all intercourfe between the army upon 
ihore, and the fleet at "f«a.- The Moors not k)ng 
after attacked the Spaniards with great fury, but 
were finally repulled with great fiaughtef on both 
fides. The greateft part of this town has lately 
been laid in ruins by an earthquake ; fincc which 
it has been evacuated by the Spaniards, and left 
in poffcffioh of the Turks. From thefe ruins the 
dey of Algiers has lately exported great quantities 
of white ftone for the purpofe of building his neMP 
mofque. 

TREMESEN was formetly ttie capital town of a^ 
kingdom of that name. It is fituated ninety miles 
fouth-weft of Oran, furrounded by a ftrong wall 
and well fortified. It has five gates with draw- 
bridges before them, and a caftle containing hand- 
fame barracks for the Janifaries who are in garrifon. 
Tremefcn while a metropolis was a fplendid city. 
It contained one hundred and fifty mofqucs, and 

one 
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one hundred and fixty public baths. Since it cea« 
fed to be the feat of an independent government^ 
it has fallen into ruins and defolation. The 
mofquesare reduced to eight, and iis public baths to 
fovuc* The inhabitants are extremely indigents 

MOST AG AN ftands 6fiy miles caft of Oraii. 
This town is built in the form of a theatre open- 
ing to the fea, an^d furrounded on every other fide 
yyjih rocks that hang over it. The ruins of an 
old Moorifti caftle itands in a fpace between the 
rocks, and there a ftrong (lone wall towards the" 
port, with a modern buiit caftle, garrifoned by a 
number of TurkSi The citadel is ?rc;€>ed upon 
the fummit of one of the rocks, and comcnaiids 
both city and territory. The haven is commodi- 
ous, and the town is well fuppli^d with water. 
The neighbouring mountains are inhabited by a 
people called Magarabas, who live in tents, and 
poiiefs a great number of flocks* There is a 
handfome mofque in this town. 

TENEZ is filuated about one hundred miles to 
the eaftward of Oran, twenty miles eaft of Mofta- 
gan, and at a kague diftant from the fea, where 
it has a convenient port. There is a caftle that 
was once a royal palace, and in which the go- 
vernor refides. The fortifications arc ftrong, the 
garrifon numerous, and the neighbouring territory 
' fertile. 

SERCELLI lies between Tenez and Algiers, 
about twenty-four whiles to the weftward of the lat- 
ter. It is defended by a Turkiih garrifon, and 
has a port which will only admit of fmall vef- 

feli 
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fcls. This was anciently a large and populous 
city, but h at prefect a poor and dcioUtc placi:* 



The Citv of Aj-gieri. 
Its Origin* 

THE names of the original founders, of this ciiy 
have never been fatisfa6!orily afceitaincd. - 1 he ac- 
counts tranfmitted to US by hiflorians are involved in 
much doubt ^nd uncertainty, and its fourdation has 
been afcribed to various prirxcs generally ot Ron:an 
extraction. 

The tcftimpny of Straho, however, feems the 
moft authentic. In his account of Mauritania Ca^ 
fmenjis he informs us, that there was formerly a|ji 
ancient city on the Mediterranean known by the 
name of Jol^ which vias founded by Juba the father. 
cf Ptolemy,, and fon of Juba ihe fiift king of that 
name in Mauritania. It is fituated, according to 
him, about the thirty-feventh degree of north lati- 
tude, and has a fmali ifland in the harbour ; and as 
^heieis no other place upon the Mediterranean thus 
circumflanced, it may be prefumed that the ancient 
city of Jcl is the fame as that of Algjeis. 

Juba was taken prifoner in the wars between Pcm'» 
pey and the Caefarian party, and carried to Rome, 
^here he was ordered to be educated. He foon ac- 
quitted hinifclf fo well in his ftudies, that Auguf- 
<us not only gave him his liberty, but married him 
^othe beautiiul Silene, the daughter of Mark An- 
thony and Cleopatra, and reftored him his father's 
cxtcnfivc kingdom of Mauritania, which at that 
time included the kingdoms of Morocco, Fez, 
Trcmcfc:n, Oraii, Tunis, Algiers and Bugia- As 
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^gwtcful acknowledgement for fe fignal a favour, 
he^ave the city of Jol the Qame of JolCaf;?rca, anjl 
as he conferred a new name upon this city in parti- 
xular, in order to perpetuate the remembrance of 
his noble friend, we may prcfume it ivas anciently 
one of the moft important cities in Mauritania. 

Towards the end pf the fe^yenth century, the 
Mahometan Arabs over-ran all Mauritania ; and as 
they teemed to h^ve a patjiculaT Jiatrcd tp the 
works/ as well as the names of the Romans which 
they aboHlhed, they called thisjrity Algezair or ra- 
ther Al-Jezier, gr Al-Je2erah,an Arabic word which 
{igm^<:s belonging to an iJlanJi bcc^ufe. there was an 
ifland before it, which is now joined to it by a mole^ 
jind fgrms one of the fides of the harbour. The 
Turks call it Al jfezdre M Qazie, u c. Algiers the 
>varlike, and in their public letters and records 
^l Je-ZeirCf 1. e. the ifland of the weft, to diftin- 
guilh it from a city of the fame name near the Dae? 
handles. Do6tor Shaw fays we fbould pronounce it 
.Al-Je-Zeifah. 

Situation* 

This city is the capital of the kingdom of AU 
giers and probably the Icq^um of the ancient^* ]f, 
js,fituated at thQ 36th degree 49th,minute of North 
Latitude, and the 77th degree 3'7th minute of 
Eaft Longitude from Philadelphia, and Jies nearly 
ipj the fame latitude with the fputhern boundary ot 
Virginia in the United State$. h is built on the de- 
clivity of a mountain by the fca-f?de, facing the 
north, on a bay of the Mediterranean fea. The houfes 
>rife gradually from the fea-fhore, in the form of 
an amphitheatre, and terminate nearly in a point 
^tpwards the fummit of the mountain* The towi?, 
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with its mofques, caflles, and other public build 
iags, has a beautiful appearance at a diilance when 
approaching from the water, and when fird difco« 
vcred looks like the top*fail of a (hip* 



Houfts. 

The fides of the houfes are white, and in confe- 
qtsence at a diftance one would take it (o be a place 
where they bleach linen. The roofs are flat ; fo 
that the people can.vifit each other, at a confidera- 
blediftance without going into the Greets. Where the 
boufes are of an unequal height, there is always a 
communication by a ladder. As they are open at 
lop it is eafy for any one to enter them, but theft 
and lobbery are fcarcely ever known ; for if a 
ftranger is apprehended in a houfe viithout havipg 
prcvioufly fent in Ivis name, he feldom efcapes 
capital puniihment. The tops of the houfes are 
paved with a kind of brick or tile, and a brick wall 
is built up about bread high to prevent perfons 
from falling. Above thefe, fummer houfes arc 
erected, and as there are no fquares, gardens, or 
public walks in the whole city, the inhabitants re- 
pair to thefe places after their bufinefs is finifhed, 
for the purpofe of recreation, and the plcafure of 
feeing their corfairs bring in prizes. One houfe 
rifes above another in fuch a manner that they do 
not hinder each other's profpedt towards the fca. 
They are fquare and built of flone and bricks, 
with a fquare court in the middle ; around this 
court is a double range of galleries, one above the 
other, and both fupportcd by columns* The 
houfes are in general three flories high, and coii^ 
fain five or fix families ; and fuch 1% their fingular 
R piediiiAioa 
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predili£tion for MrhitCf that aU the outfides and to* 
fides of their houfes, mofques and public buildings, 
are whitewalhed once a year. Their nunibcr is 
computed to be about 15000. Their rooms arc pa-* 
Yed with fquarc tiles or bricks of levcral colours 
neatly joiijed together. The inward rooms have 
no light but what they receive from the gates, 
which are large, and reach up to the ceiling. 
Thofe fronting the ftrects, have fomc M'indows, in 
which are fixed round crofs bars of iron four or five 
inches afunder, but they have no panes of glafs; 
fo that they refemble prifons rather than houfcs% 
They have no chimnies, but make their fires in 
earthen pots, commonly placed near the door to 
Jet out the fmoke, which is apt, however, to fully 
Iheir walls. Their boufehold furniture confifls of 
a few earthen pots, platters, fpoons, ladles, wood- 
en tri^iks, and a mat and two quilts laid on ihp 
floor, which ferves them for a bed» 



Waters 

Thxy have neither fprings nor wells in the 
whole city ; and till the laft century their only 
fupply was rain water, when a Moor who had been 
driven from Spain conflruded two aquedu£)s, by 
which they are now fupplied from a fpring which 
rifes out of a hill about 1 700 paces from the city, 
near the place where Charles V. pitched his tent in 
154 1. Since which time aqucdu6^s have been formed 
from feveral other fprings in the country ; add the 
water is plentifully conveyed into the city by con- 
duits or pipes under ground, which fupply upwards 
of 150 fountains; at each of which a bowl isfaf- 
lencd for the ufc of paffengcrs* The water which 

falls 
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falls to the ground runs off through fmall holes in 
the ftreets near each fountain, and dirchargcs itfclf 
into comnion fewcrs, through whiph the filth of 
the city is conveyed away* Ail thefe pipes dif- 
charga themfeives into the common refervoir at the 
end of the mole, where the ihips take in their wa- 
ter. Every one takes his turn at thefe places, ex- 
cept the Turks, who arc firft ferved, and the Jews 
laft, who in this particular arc poftponcd even to 
the flavcs themfeives- 



Public Buildings, &c* 

There are ten great mofques and fifty fmaller 
6nes, which have a ftriking cffeft. The dey's 
new mofque was begun about the year 1790, and 
(lands upon the ground' that was formerly occupied 
by the Bagnio Ceditno. It is 60 by 40 feet, three 
ftories high, and fupported by pillars of white 
marble imported from Genoa* The walls are of 
white ftonc from the ruins of Oran, and the Ame- 
rican flavcs were generally employed on Friday in 
carrying them from the mole up to the mofque. 

Near this mofque ftands the Logger Baftion, the 
place of execution for Turks and Coulolies. 

The feraglio of the dey's favorite wife is the 
moft faperb edifice in the city. It is fupported by 
pillars of curious workmanihip, embeliiihed in an 
elegant ftyle of architefture, and from the ceiling 
of each apartment is fufpended a cluftre of lamps 
that mftke a fplcndid appearance. 

The dey's palace is the largeft edifice, and 
ftands nearly in the center of the city. Thbbuild- 
ing is very extenfive, and furrounded by two fu- 
perb galleries fupported by marble pillars. 

Thcr-' 
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There are nine fine ft rufturcs which the Janifarles 
occupy as cazarces or barracks, which will hold 6op 
each; fix of which are appropriated to thcufc of un- 
married Turkifh foldicrs. Upon the top of thefc ca» 
zarecs there arc Turkilh foldiers atways flationed, 
who cry out with a loud voice whenever a fail is 
difcovered at fea* 

There are three great colleges or public fchools^ 
and a great number of petty ones for children; 
four fundics or public inns, ^CmjcU as in Turkey ; 
and above fixty public bagd^ik^^or baths, at a very 
moderate rate. The women have baths of their 
own, where the men dare not come* But they 
have no caravanfcras ; but only a, few tippling 
huts, cook-fhops, &c. kept by Chriftian (laves,, for 
the accommodation of Greeks, and the poorer 
fort of travellers, where any thing may be had for 
money. 

There are feveral tolerable edifices without the 
walls of the town, which add to the beauty of the 
environs. Among thel'e are a great number of 
Turkifli fepulchrcs and monuments ; as al(b cells 
or chapels, dedicated to marabouts, or reputed 
faints, which the women go to vifit every Friday. 
One of thcfe monuments contains fix magryficent 
tombs of a circular figure, which were ercfted to the 
memory of fix deys, who were, in the courfe of a 
few days, fucceffively elected and murdered. With 
refpedl to the burial of their dead, the Mahometans 
difcover a degree of delicacy, of which Chriftians 
have no conception. Their graves are never bro- 
ken up a fecond time, and the profefTors of the 
Mahometan religion regard it as an aft of the, moft 
barbarous facrilcge to difturb the remains of the 
dead, by opening their graves at any diftance of 
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titnc, or upon any pretence whatever. Hence their 
burial grounds in the neighbourhood of a large city 
are fometimes ten miles in extent. 



Bagnios* 

There are but two bagnios in the city, built 
of ftonc, where the flaves are lodged, the one cal- 
led the Bagnio Baleck and the other the Bagnio 
Gallaro ; the former of which is much the largeft, 
»nd will contain three times as great a number as 
the latter. They ftand in the main ftrcet within 
about fifty yards of each other, between Bubazoon 
and the dey*s palace. The lower apartments of 
tlicfe bagflios are occupied a^ taverns, which are 
kept by flaves, who pay the dcy an annual tribute 
for the privilege, according to the quantity of li- 
quor they fell. The tavern-keepers frequently 
inanufa6ture their own wine in tbefe bagnios, from 
grapes purcha fed of the Moors. To thefe places 
the Turks refort while the flaves are at labour ; but 
foon as the flaves return the warden baftiaw com- 
pels them to retire : for they are not fuftered to be 
with the flaves. Each apartment is large enough 
to accommodate about a dozen flaves. The win- 
dows are formed of round crcfs bars of iron a- 
bout three or four inches apart, but without panics 
of glafs. Down the fide? of the walls hang heavy 
chains of long 1 nks fixed to ftaplcs, with rings to 
the ends, in which all diforderly flaves ate confined 
cither by the leg or neck till morning, when they 
are puniflied according to their crimes. Thefe bsgoiog 
are under the guardianftiip of two corporaUi who 
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are chofcn from among the flrongcft and moft rpbuft 
of the flaves whom they attend at labour. 

In the bagnio Gallaro five apartments are occu- 
pied by wild beafts, fuch as Ifons, tygers, leo- 
pards, &c. intended as prcfents to nations in alli- 
ance with the dey. Some of thcfe beafts fometimes 
break loofe from their boxes, and they arc not con- 
fined again till fome one falls a vi6lim to their 
fury. 

Befides thefe taverns there is one called the Rsp- 
pagce, near the the port of Bubazoon, and ano- 
ther called the Sandukc of the Luke, intended as 
a kind of hofpital for lunalics* , 

The celebrated admiral Pinchinin was the own- 
er of a large bagnio about the year 1640, which is 
dcfcribed as follows. This bagnio was occupied 
by all fuch flaves as were intended for his galleys. 
It was a fpacious building through which there 
was a narrow paffage or entry, which led into a 
large vault, that received only a fmall portion of 
light from a grate above; but fo infufficicnt that 
in lome of the apartments it was neceflaiy'to keep 
lamps burning the whole day. In the upper parts 
of the building there was a large fquare, contain- 
ing feveral galleries two ftories high, between which 
were feverai apartments, -and a church for Chrif- 
tian flaves large enough to contain 3C0 perfons. 
The roof was flat and terraced according to the 
SpanilTi mode* This bagnio contained 550 flaves 
belonging to Pinchinin, whom he allowed three 
hours every day to provide for their own fubfifl- 
ence, which they employed in ftealing and the 
pr^dice of every fpecies of villany. The articles that 
had been fto>en the preceding day were fold every 
morning at public auflion In the bagnio, and thus 
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were thcfc mircrablc beinprs fupported. But great 
numbers of them, notvvithftanding, ftarvcd to death 
every year, and a traveller informs us that twenty 
Engliftimen died here in one winter through mere 
want* 



SlreetS" 

X None of the ftreets in Algiers have any names. 
They generally afcend with the hill, and are fo ex- 
tremely narrow that two perfons can fcarcely walk 
a-breaft. The middle part is lower than the fides 
for the pujpofe of conveying off the water more 
conveniently. The principal ftrect is 1200 paces 
in length ; it runs north and fouth from the port of 
Bubazoon to Babloct, and is not above twelve feet 
wide. This ftrcet is filled with elegant houfcs, and 
the ftores of the principal merchants, in which there 
are markets for corn, bread, meat, fifli, &c. 

When any loaded beafis, fuch as camels, horfcs, 
mules or aifes pafs along, one is forced to fiand up 
clofe to the wall to let ihcm pafs by ; and what is 
ftill worfe, the irifolence of the Turkilh foldicrs is 
fuch that a Chriftian, of whatever rank he may be, 
mud (land clofe againft the wall till they have 
pa fled by ; otherwife they would not fail to (how 
their fuperiority by afls of vidlence. It has been 
thought that the ftreets were made narrow, in order 
that fhe buildings might afford a fhelter againft the 
heat of the (un ; but it is evident that their narrow- 
nefs is intended to prevent the bad efFefls of earth- 
quakes ; fince the fronts of almoft all the houfes are 
fupported by rafters, which extend from one to the 
other acrofs the ftreets. 

Gates^ 
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GaUs. 

The city b^s five gates, which are open from 
day-brdak tili fun-fct; after which no one can en- 
ter the city. I. Porta Piscou, or fi(her*s gate, 
opens to the mole on the eaft ; near this jgate is 
the place of rendezvous for fifhing boats. The 
fifhermen fit in rows within the gate, and expofe 
.their fifh to fale in large bafkets. 2. Porta 
Nova, or Newgate, ©pens to the fouth-wefi, and 
IS the paflage to the imperial caftlc. 3. Babloet, 
qr as it is rather pronounced Bubly white , Hands to 
the north. 4. Babazira, which opens into the 
harbour. This is the gate where the American 
prifoners were examined when they paffed from 
the marine. 5. Babazon, or raihci Buiazoop, 
is due fouth : but neither this nor Babioet are of 
/much confideration. Near this gate is the place of 
execution for ilaves : a platform is built on the top, 
about fifty feel high, from whence criminals arc 
precipitated down an oblique wall, in which are 
fixed ganckes or hooks at (hort diflances, by which 
the malefa£tor is either hung or torn to pieces r 
and fliould he efcape thefe, he is fure to be da(br 
cd to pieces upon fharp rocks which He below. 



City Wall. 

The city is furrounded by a wall about a league 
in circumference, and defended by fquare towers 
and baftions with which they are flanked. The 
tower pajt of tlie wall is of hewn f^nc ; it h 
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twelve feet thick, thirty feet high on the land fid 
and forty fee^ towards the fea ; and contains mar 

houfes# 

Th£ harbour is the work of imnfienfe labour ai 
difliculty. It is about fifteen feet deep, and c 
trcmcly dangerous for vcflels. It is formed b) 
molp in the form of a Icmicircle, about 500 pac 
in lengthy lying north-eaft and fouth-weft from t 
tovrn to a fmall ifland or rock called the Lanteri 
from which another mole of the fame length is c 
tended north and fouth, for the purpofe of form! 
a ihelter. In the angle of thefe two moles (landj 
fquarc edifice, in the middle of which there is 
court with rails, and four fountains ufed for abl 
tioiis when the hour of prayer is proclaims 
^ound the four fides is a feat covered with a m 
where the admiral and officers of the navy he 
their daily meetings. The caftle called Sardin 
and the caftle of ihe Lantern ftand on the mol 
the former of which is mounted with two^ and t 
latter with three tire of guns. The lower tire 2 
32 pounders ; but they are never prepared for d 
fence ypon ludden emergencies, for the lower apa 
merits' are fo filled with large quantities of-lumb 
and naval ftores, that an enemy, fuddenly runni 
into the harbour, might dcftroy the city before th 
could bring their heavier pieces to play* Along t 
fide of the mole there is a wharf for loading and w 
loading Ibips, and for mooring galleys and o\\ 
veffcls. Beneath the mole on one fide is a ftone qua 
and on the other fide a iandy and rocky ban 
AU veffels lying along fide the mole are moor 
4^ut fifteen yards from the fliore, and fccurcd b) 
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number of caWes which extend in different dirW- 
tions, and are lafhed faft to cannon planted in the 
mole. • The moft boifterous fea is occafioned by a 
north-eaft wind. In the time of violent ftorms a 
number x>f the flaves, particularly faiiors, arc con- 
tinually ftationed upon the mole, with Turkiih 
guards, to affift the veffels in cafe of neceffity. 

The winter is the moft dangerous feafon forvef- 
fels, and whenever a violent northern or north^oft 
wind blows, they are in danger either of being 
greatly damaged or driven on ihore. 

On the north fide of the rock is fituated tbe lighl- 
houfe fort, which is diligently lighted every night 
for the fecurity of veffcU entering the harbour. It 
has three batteries of brafs cannoii. A little to the 
fouthward of this there is another which defends the 
entrance of the harbour, and* is mounted with 8a 
pieces of cannon, 12, 18, ^nd 36 pounders, point- 
ed from north ta fouth ;. moft of whicH were taken 
taken from the Tunifians in 1617. ^^ the north 
and fouth mole there are rope*walks and feveral 
magazines, where naval ftores, ted the cargoes of 
captured vefleh are depofited. 



Cafiies And Fortifications^ 

Near the city on the land fide are four caftlcs, 
the moft confiderable of which is the imperial <aftUf 
or the caftle of the emperor, which is iituated on 
an eminence at the dift^nce of half, a league to the 
fouth fouth-weft, and commands the whole city, 
harbour, and the adjacent country. It is fo called 
becaufe the emperor Charles V. laid the foundation 
(^f it in 1541, when he was befieging the city* But 
it is only mounted with a few pieces of fmall can- 
"" non, 
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nen^ cither through ncglcdl or an apprehenfion that 
it might prove dc(lru6\ive to the city in cafe it 
fhould fall into the hands of an enemy ; for it is fitu- 
ated on fo advantageous an eminence that from it 
the city might foon be battel ed into ruins* 

The new caflle, commonly called the Slar^ is 
"built in a beptaeonal form, and fituated on an emi- 
nence to the foutli-Wvft. The other two are called 
Bubazoon and Babloet, becaufe they arc near and 
oppofitc the gates of the fame name ; but neither 
of them are of nuch consideration. 

BefiJcs thefe there arc fevcral along the ftiorc on 
the weft fide of the city. The battery of the mole 
^ate ftands upon the caA angle of the city, and is 
mounted with fix pieces of ordnance, one of which 
has fcven cylinders, each of them three inches in 
dianieter. About half a league to the weft fouth- 
weft of the harbour is the battery of the filhcr's gate, 
lyhich Is defended by a double tire of cannonyand. 
commands |hc entrance of the port and the road be- 
fore it. 

The ftrongeft fortifications arc at the entrance of 
the harbour, the fituation of uhieh adds to itsfecu- 
rity ; as the northern winds arc generally violent, 
and occafion fuch a fea, that (hips would be expofed 
to great danger, either in the road or along the 
fliorc. 

Many former writers, cither through ignorance, 
or a mifgroundcd prejudice, have reprefcnted all 
thcfe fortification To impregnable that they bid de- 
fiance to the confederated powers of the Chriftians* 
But recent and more accurate obfervations have de- 
tefted the fallacy of this account : and all per- 
forts of obfervation who have lately refided there, 
unanimoufly concur in the opinion, that three or 
atmoft four Btitifla fifty-gun (hips, provided they 
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met with no difafter from the elements, would foon 
batter it about the ears of the inhabitants from the 
harbour. A latewritcr obferves, that notwithflanding 
their fortifications, the city is fo commanded by the 
adjacent hills on every fide but that of the fea, that 
from thefe cminencies, where it is mod vulnerable, 
abeiieging army would foon batter it into a heap of 
ruins. 

It IS not a little lingular, however, that this city 
has, for feveral ag;es, braved fohie of the grcateft 
powers i^ Chriftendom : but this muA be imputed 
to the very injudicious condu£t of moftofjthebc- 
fiegerp, or the violence of tempcfts which have 
proved deftruflive to fo many veflcls in their har- 
bour. The Spaniards in their attempts to reduce 
Algiers, have been the moft material fufferers ; but 
the pufilanimity of their forces has Jongbcen pro- 
verbial, and Spanifh difcomfiture is no kind ofcritc 
lion to judge of the defenfive powers of the Algc- 
liucs. 



GHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

InhahitaniSy cuftoms and matintn of ih^ city of 
A!gur4, 



THE prcfcnt dey of Algiers was originally a 
Turkifti foldicr, and was imported into Al- 
giers from a place near Smyrna about the year 
1785. He was at iirft employed about the old 
dey's palace, and by his artifice he foon after 
became fo great a court favorite, that he obtained 
the office of vichelhadge of the marine. Shortly 
after this event the caffan-aga, or prime minifler, 
tlirough the intrigues of the balhaw of Conflantina 
wtth the old dey, fell a viftim to the bow-ftri'ng, 
and Haflan Baftiaw, the prcfent dey, was promo- 
ted to the vacant office of cafTan-aga. Cedelli, 
who was a Grecian of an cnterprifing fpint, fuc- 
ceeded him in the office of vichelhadge^ and the 
old deyfhortly after dying a natural death, Ce- 
delli, who was H'affan's friend, infifted upon his 
affuming the imperial chair. Haflan difcovcred 
great reludtance ; but Cedelli, who came armed 
with a party for the purpofe^ forced him into the 
chair and fupported him there. The aga fliortly 
after made his appearance, intending to contcftthc 
light of fovereignty with him, and atteiflpted to 
aflaffinate him him in his feat ; but he was feized 
by the chiahs, who dragged him to the Logger 
Baftion, where he received the bow-flring, and one 
of Hal&n*$ friends was appointed aga in bis ftead. 

Hafl-ap 
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HafTan afterwards married the daughter of the for* 
mer cafTan-aga, who had been executed through the 
Hitrigues of the bafhaw of ConAantina, and after 
Haifan was eftabliftied in the fovcreignty, (he pcr- 
fuaded him to bow^ftring this baihaw ; and as (he 
was Hadan's favorite wife her defire was granted^ 
and the baihaw fell a vi£lim to her refentment. 

CcdcUi foon after greatly incurred the difplca- 
fure of HaiTan* The dey had iflued orders thai 
no Dutch veffels ihould be captured within forty 
days ; but Ccdelli, either through defign or inad- 
vertence, gave inAruftions to the corfatrs to make 
immediate 'captures, and feveral Dutch veffeU 
were brought into Algiers; which fo violently 
•exafperated Haflan , that he demanded in a vengeful 
and farcadic tone, whether he or Cedelli was dey 
of Algiers? Ccdelli fortunately efcaped the bow- 
Uring, but was immediately baniihed from Al- 
giers. 

When confuls, foreign agents, and other official 
charadters enter the dey's palace, ihey arc requefted 
to pull off their (hoes, and this ceremony is al- 
ways expedled. His vifitors then approach him 
with great reverence and tifs his hand. The dey 
and his vifitors are feated on flab$ of marble or flate 
projefting from the wall, about three feet high, up- 
on which are placed culhions elegantly embroidered 
and fringed with gold, where his vifitors fit crofc 
legged. The dey fits with a large fan of oftriches* 
feathers in his hand. All other Turks of difiinc- 
tion receive their vifitors in the fame manner. 
"VVhile they arc thus feated they are ferved by Saves 
with coffee, which is confidered the greateft treat 
that can be given, and as a particular mark of dif- 
dodion conferred upon his vifitors. 
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No pcrfon is fufFcrcd to enter his palace wiih dag- 
gers or any kind of arms ; and when fuch attempts 
are made, the dcy, through apprehenfion of affaffi- 
nation, makes the moft hideous outcries ; the delin- 
quent is feizedi and fevcral hundred flrokes of the 
baftinado arc inflidled upon him for the otfence. 

When the Grand Signior approves of the dcy's 
conduft he fends him an elegant robe called zTaf* 
tan to fignify his approbation of his condu6^ in ad- 
min ifl ration. A prefent of this nature is highly ac- 
ceptable, bccaufc it is a great protection to his per- 
fon, and conciliates the minds of the people in his 
favour. 

The prefent dey is about 50 years old. His face 
is decorated with a- long black beard. He is a man 
of a venerable afpcfl and of a majcflic perfon, be- 
ing about fix feet high, but rather inclining to Ican- 
nefs. He fpeaks in a very imperious and authori- 
tative tonei as is the cafe with all the Turks. He 
goes bare legged, but with flippers on his feet, and 
cannot be diftinguiftied by^ his drefg from the reft 
of the Turks; btlt only by the greater veneration 
tb^t is paid him* 

When he walks the ftreetsof Algiers h\s li/heros 
go before him with clubs in their hands to clear the 
way, and as he approaches every perfon dies with 
precipitation into bye- ways ; . for if any one comes 
within the reach of their clubs he is fure to be knock- 
ed down and trampled under foot. When he rides out, 
even upon a full gallop, thefe lifberos run before 
him, and every obflacle muft give way at his 
approach. 

While the American prifoners were in Algiers 
the dey once condefcended to vifit the marine, 
which was looked upon as the moft fingular event 
that ever occurred ; for neither the dey, the caffan- 
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aga, nor aga, arc ever known to pay fuch vifits* As 
he approached the ihbre the cannon of the cadles, 
and on the walls of the city were fired > trumpets 
-foundcd,and French horns played from the miarinCf 
He was attended by all the rais or commanders of 
veflcls, who regarded this vifit as the v^y highed 
compliment. He gave the warden bafhawacon- 
CJfil^ljle fum of ^ money to be diftributed among the 
liaves. After examining the marine he was invited 
into the fkifF of the vichelhadge, v/here he fat 
4own with his attendants and after drinking a difli 
of coffee retired to his palace. 

The dey keeps about 30 concubines in his ferag- 
lio, who are attended by black enuchs^ but the wo- 
men are never fcen by the flaves. He has but one 
child, a daughter about feven years old,, who is the 
greatcfl favorite imaginable with the dey. She was 
engaged to be married to the late vichelhadge of ^ 
the marine, who was the dey's relation. 3ut he 
was either killed or drowned in his voyage to the 
Levant, where the dey fent him with a large fum 
of money, for the purpofe of building a fuparb 
mofque at the place of his birth. 

From the mofl authentic accounts it appears that 
many of the people of Algiers^ and the kingdom in 
general, are hofpltable, humane, and of ft rift in- 
tegrity. A Moor when he finds any articles that 
have been Toft, never clandeftinely appropriates 
them to his<own ufe, but has them always cried 
through the ftrects that the owner may poffefs his 
property again. But in confequencc of the vio- 
lence that is exercifed over them, and their total 
fubferviency to the rapacious views of their Tur- 
kifti oppreflbrs, they fupport perhaps the moft in- 
famous character of any nation in the world. Eve- 
ry fpark of political liberty is totally extinguifhed, 

and 
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and the goveramcnt has now attained to the very 
acme of the moft horrible dcfpotifin. As the 
Turks maintain their afcendency by the mod ri- 
gorous meafures, their government exhibits a per- 
petual fccne of jealoufy, apprchenfion and op- 
preflSon ; no man can promife himfelf a moment's 
fecurity either in his perfon or property ; for the 
power of life and death is vefted in the hands of 
the dey, which he exercifes with impunity ; and^ 
whenever he c®vets the riches of any of hif opu- 
lent fubjc£ls, he orders them to be difpatched 
with a bow-ftringy and falls heir to what they 
poirelTed. When the order of execution is an- 
nounced to any one, he fubmits patiently to his 
fate, which he has perhaps long anticipated, and as 
foon as the order is executed there is an immediate 
fcramble among the fervants for the nloney, jew- 
els, and other valuable articles which belonged to 
their mafic r.^ 

According to the common computation, the num- 
ber of inhabitants in this city is 100,000 Mahome*- 
tans, 1500 Jews, and 2000 Chriftian flaves ; but 
no cenfus can be accurate for any length of lime, 
as thoufands are carried off' by the plague ; and 
the number of flaves is ftill more fljdluating, as 
they arc ftibje6\ to an uncertain incrcafe by cap- 
ture, and a diminution by ranfom,^ or death by the 
feverity of their toils. 

The city of Algiers is vifited almoft every year 
by the plague, which generally begins in May, 
and continues for the fpace of three months. When 
it commences its vifitation no perfon is at liberty 
to circulate" any repprt of its exiftence, or his life 
would be indani^er; butwhert the contagion becomea 
more prevalent one of the marabouts vlfits the dey 
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and informs him of its cxlflcnce ; after which the 
citizens are at liberty to take every precaution for 
their prefervation ; fome retire into the country, 
but the dey and moft of the people always remain 
in the city. The firft ftage of this diforder is a 
violent fever which brings on a (ielirium, but if 
the patient can furvive this fever he has every af- 
furancc of his recovery. The difeafe, however, 
operates differently upon difftrent conftitutions ; 
feme bleed at the mouth, nofe, and oars; fome 
break out in lived fpots all over their bodies, 
and many continue in a (late of coma^ or lethar- 
gy, till they expire, which is generally at the 
end of the third day after the diforder fcizcs them* 
About one half of thofc who are attacked by 
this diforder recover, but they are notwithftanding^ 
always liable to, though not fo fufceptible of the in- 
fe6lion after they have once be^n feized wifh it. 

A moft malignant plague raged in Algiers ^bout 
the year 1787, which carried off immenfe num- 
bers of the inhabitants; the difeafe was fo viru- 
lent that the ftrcets were filled with dead bodies, 
and the mortality fo great that a fufficient number 
of pcrfons could fcarcely be procured to bury them. 
Slaves are very frequently feized with this difor- 
der at their labour, and they ate fufFered ta die 
upon the ground without any affiftance, and with 
as much unconcern as if they were beafts. As they 
have neither medical books, nor men of learning, 
h muft naturally be fuppofcd they have no phyfi- 
cians. When a perfon is feized with any diforder 
the only mode of cure is to rub the patient, and at 
the fame time to place his body in a variety of at- 
titudes, and if this wjiimfical treatment does not 
fuccesd, nothing further is attempted. 

The 
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The people of Algiers eat ivo breakfaft, but 
between fix and feven^ o'clock in the morning they 
drink coffee, with which they are ferved by per- 
fons called coffugtts^ whofe bufinefs it is to fup- 
pfy the citizens every morning with this article* 
It is drank without either fugar or cream, in cups 
and faucers aft»r the European fafhion ; but the 
more opulent citizens ufe faucers of gold placed 
beneath their common ones, for the purpofe of 
cooling their coffee. They dine at eleven, and 
^ drink coffee again at four in the afternoon. In 
eating they are feated crofs-legged on mats round 
tables about fix inches high, and they ufe neither 
knives nor forks. Their common food is mutton, 
beef or poultry, boiled to rags, which they eat with 
cuzcuz. ^n Algerine never fuffers his wives to 
cat with him, b^ut obliges them to ferve him till 
he has finifhed his meal^ at which time they are 
permitted to fit down to the table. The Turks 
in' particular are very, tenacious of this precedence, 
bccaufe they regard women as an inferior order in 
creation, and confequeiitly not entitled to fimilar 
di(lin6lions. 

The ufe of particular meats is flri£ily forbidden, 
and in conformity to the cuftom of the eaftern na- 
tions the Alcoran prohibits the ufe of fwine's flefti, 
the eating of blood, and whatever dies of itfelf, or is 
ftradgled, or killed by a blow <^ or fall, or by any 
other beaft. In which particulars Mahomet feems 
to have adopted the laws of the Jews, by which all 
thefe things arc fbrbidden. But he permitted fome 
things to be eaten which Mofes did not^ as camels' 
flefh in particular; and upon particular emergencies, 
wheii people are in danger of ftarving, the Maho- 
tan law futfers them to eat any kind of prohibited 
food. The Algerincs have fuch a fingular averfion 
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to hogs that they will fiy at the fight of one as quick* 
Jy as from the moft ferocious wild bcaft ; for they 
deem it a great contamination eyen to be touched by 
a fwine, and a hundred well difciplined hogs would 
take Algiers much fooner than an army of the very 
bravcft Spaniards. Many, however, among the 
Icfs confcientious Moors, who are not fo apprehcn- 
five of pollution, bring cpnfiderabJe quantities of 
pork to market, which they feil at a very moderate 
price to the Chriftian flaves, who derive a great be- 
nefit from this cuftora ; for a full grown hog is fre- 
quently fold for lefs than a fequin. 

The people have fo fingular an attachment to 
coffee, or theufe of it is fo extremely fafhionable, that 
tradefmen and mechanics while they fit engaged at 
their bufinefs along the platforms in front of their 
houfes, have their di(hes of coffee before them.The 
Turks, and efpecially thofc who arc too confcien- 
tious to make ufe of fpiritous liquors, fpend whole 
days at the coffee houfes in fmoking and fipping 
coffee : and as they devote no part of their time to 
reading or the iroprovmcnt of the mind^ they ap- 
pear entirely diverted of all refle£iion, and become 
the mere flaves of their fenfual appetites. 

The ufe of coffee firft took its origin at AJen in 
Arabia Felix about the year 1436 ; from whence it 
was gradually introduced into Mecca, Medina, Syria, 
Europe and other parts of the world* It has been 
the fubje6t of great contention and diforders; the 
ufe of it has been often profcribedy and as often de- 
clared lawful and allowed : but at prefent it is uni« 
verfally tolerated. 

The drinking of wine, under which name is com- 
prehended all kinds of flrong liquors, is forbidden in 
the Alcoran in more places than one. Some have 
imagined that excefs only is therein forbidden, and 
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they allege that the moderate ufe of wine is allowed 
in two paflages of the Alcoran ;. but the more. re? 
ceived opinion is, that Che ufe of ftrong liqoui's either 
in a greater or lefs quantity is abfolutely unlawful ; 
and though libertines itidulge themfelves in a con* 
trary practice, yet the more confcientious> and cfpe- 
cially thofe who have performed a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, are fo rigid that they deem it unlawful not 
only to tafle wine, but to make it, or to maintain 
themfelves by the purchafe and fale of that liquor. 

They are, however, extravagantly fond of wine,, 
and if one afks them how it happens that they ven)- 
lure to drink it when it is fo flri6tly forbidden, they 
anfwcr that it is with them as with the Chriftians, 
whof^e religion prohibits drunkennefs, and who de- 
light notwithftanding in drinking to excefs. The 
dcy was. formerly much addi^cd to this praftice, 
but fince. he has been in adminiflration, he has be- 
come very exemplary in this rcfpcft, and it is dan- 
gerous for any of his vifitors to breath the fumes of 
wine in his prefenee. 

It has been a queflion whether coffee is not impli- 
edly prohibited by the Alcoran, bccaufe it has an 
intoxicating. property ; and it is probable that the 
former prohibition of it originated from thiscircum- 
fiance alone* 

The more confclentious rejcft the ufe of TobaccPf 
not only becaufe it intoxicates, but in confequence 
of a traditional faying of their prophet, which, if 
it were really his, would prove him a prophet in- 
deed, ** That in the latter days there (hould be 
^* men who Ihould bear the name of Muflulmen, 
*^ but fbould not be really fuch, and that thejr 
*' (hould fmoke a certain weed which ftiould be cal- 
r led Tohacc9''\ 

Opium, 
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Oplunii though not mentioned m the Alcoran, 19^ 
efteemed unlawful by the nxprc rigid Mahometans, 
becaufe it intoxicates in a more extraordinary man-^ 
ner.. 

The greateft part of the Turks, however, difrc- 
gard all this ahftinence, and as thefe lords of the 
' Algerines are fupported at the public expcnce, 
their whole life, is an uninterrupted feries of in- 
trigue, debauchery and intoxication : foibles na- 
tural to all thofe who have no other purfuit in life 
to engage their attention. The greateft tyrants 
in natuj^e are drunken Turkifh foldiers, who feem 
lobe under no reftraint either of law or conrcience* 
Great numbers of thefe brutes, after having in- 
toxicated themfclves, iffue forth into the ftreets 
with their tahanSf or fwords drawn, and every pcr-^ 
fen muft fly at their approach, or they would be 
in danger of their lives. The Jews in particular 
are ever the objects of their indignation^ and 
whenever they difcovcr a Jew they immediately 
purfuc him, wfcile the poor defpifed wretch flics 
with the moil} hideous outcries to avoid the outrage 
of thefe banditti,^^ who arc at liberty to commit any 
a6l of violence upon him, with impunity ; for 
ihould a Jew make application for redrefs of griev- 
ances, he would in all probability be baftinaded 
for his prefumption. So cordially is this race of 
people defpifed, that when one wifties to caft any 
obloquy, or afperfion of ignominy upon another, he 
calls h\m Jfudco ox Jew; and even herdfmen in 
driving their cattle will call them ^tt^^, which 
is the nK)fl ignominious term of reproach that can 
be given* 

The Turks are fo proud that, like the American 
Indians^ they deem themfclves fuperior to all other 
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nations in (he world » and the moft valiant among 
the race of men* They imagine that the world 
was made for them alone ; and confcquently they 
entertain a perfect contempt for all other nations in 
^cneralft efpecially thofe who are of a different re* 
ligion, and they commonly call ChtidiSLnsr Jogs* 
Some carry this fuperOitious averiion to fo great an 
excefsythat if the£r(l perfon they meet in the morti-r 
ing, when they come out of their houfes^ be a 
Cbriflian or Jew, they return home immediately« 
iaying, God pr ef true us from the devil. 

The Turks are, as is the cafe with many other 
people, mod extravagantly fond of money, and 
they have long been proverbial for their mercenary 
difpolilions* The confuls of foreign rations find 
that the Algerines are not to be wrought upon by 
rcnu>nflrance ; they expc£) Something more fubftan* 
tial^ and more is lo be gained by flattery, and an 
artful addrefs, than by the moA powerful arguments; 
for according to the old adage, ** Give a Turk mo« 
** ney with one hand, and he will ,let you pluck 
** his eyes^out witJi the other." This was. remark* 
ably verified in the cafe of a Britifh conful, who 
once made application to Ali Bafhaw, a late dey,and 
urged a complaint agair>ft the depredations of the 
Algerine a)rfairs, without the grand preliminary, 
noney* The dey appeared fbmewhat refllefs,and pe* 
tulantly anfwered. The Algerines area fet of rogues 
and fm their captain : fo that national jliftice and 
bonefty are great rarities here. 

To complete the piflur e of human depravity, the 
Turks are guilty of the rood unnatural crimes* 
which are here regarded with fuch perfect indif* 
ference, that the poorer fort of people fend their 
children into the Areets to ieek a fubfiAence by 
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the mod nefarious proftiAution, and neither pa-^ 
niflimcnt nor the lead Afskdc of igneminy is the 
Gonfcqucncc of deteftion. A Turk will figh with 
as much ardency for a handfoitie boy, as oW Vir- 
gil, who appears to have been a lover of thisdc- j 
Icription, lamented the lofs of the beautiful Alexis. 
Sodomy i» fo extremely faihionable among them, 
and fo little arc they difpofed to keep this foible a 
fecret, that it is the fubjeft of their moft plain- 
tive fongs, and they will fpare no pains in pro- 
curing the gratification of their infamous love. Wc 
are told of a Turk who being difappointed inX)ne of 
his ignominious amours, and being actuated by the 
moft fingular impulfe, commanded his flave. to 
place a red hot brand of fire upon his naked arm, 
which he fufFered to be burnt almoft to the bone. 

It was cuftomary with former deys to fend an 
annual tribute of a number of beautiful boys to the 
Grand Signiors, who are a little tih£\ured with this | 
vice ; but at prefent this tribute confifts of a num- 
ber of Arabian horics* We are credibly informed, 
that the famous admiral Piochinin, kept in his 
houfe ^orty young boys between nine and fifteen 
years of age, who were never fuffcred to go into the 
ftreets, left they might be fcduccd by the Turks^ 
Pinchinin was not, however, addifted to this vice; 
but what difcovered the moft fingular pride in hu- 
man nature, was that he kept thefe boys merely 
through a principle of vanity^nd oftentation. 

One virtuous trait in a Turk's character is that he 
abftains from all profane fwearing, and is never guil- 
ty of fuch blafphemous imprecations ?^s a Chrifiiana 
' ThcAmericanflaves were much addifled to this vice, 
and did not hcfitate to reproach their Turkifli over- 
fcers with the moft opprobrious language ; fo that 
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fcvcral of their overfe«rs foon learnt to fwcar in En- 
glifti as well as the Americans themfelves. 

We ought not, Jiowcv^, to be too precipitate in 
applauding them for any fupcrior fand^ity in this 
xcfpect, and we may' perhaps impute this virtue ra- 
4hcr to the genius of their language, than to the 
dictates of their confcience. 

Their common mode of fwearing is Judto^ Jew, 
pero,Ao^^ 2Lnd fans fuffeeda^ a dog without a foul ; 
which laft is the dey's favorite exclamation in fwear- 
ing. All thefe terms, though they.^ppear to be not 
fo blafphemous as either thofe of the French or En- 
glifti, yet they are no doubt equally as immoral ; for 
in the depravity of their difpofitions they ^ are not 
rivalled by any nation under heaven. 

The Algerines never fliake hands when they 
meet, but the ufual mode of falutation, is a flight in- 
jnclination of the head, and placing both handp' 
upon their breafts, imploring a tlioufand bleffings, 
>and callingthofe whom they falute brethren. When 
relations or intimate friends meet they embrace and 
kifs each other's {boulders. The Turkilh good 
morrow, h Salam^mallicum mallix Jalama^ and the 
Moorilh, wajkalic, wajhingion^ or majliingtuma^ 
The great men, and particularly the dey, arc faluted 
"wMh ejfendif or your grace. When they meet aper- 
fon of diftinftion, they advance towards him with- 
out bowing, and when they are within reach, they 
floopdown, and taking hold of the corner of his 
garment, lift it about two feet high, or let it fall ac- 
cording to the quality of the perfon. After fpcak- 
ing of their bufinefs, they perform the fa me ceremony 
. of refped^ a fecond time, and then retire. 

The Turks, as before obferved, have the cx- 
clufive privilege of carrying arms, and they take 
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take great pains to prefervclhcm as bright as pofE- 
ble. Their muikets arc mounted with filvcr and 
the heads of their fworets with gold. Thcfe fwords 
they call takanSy which they always wear in public 
in a kind of fafh or girdle, which is tied round their 
middle. They receive the neceffary fupplies of 
ammunition generally once a month, and the dey 
ufes great caution in the diftribution of this article. 
His own palace is converted into a magazine, 
where all the lead in the city is dcpofited under 
his own immediate diref^ion, and ferved out in 
fuch portions as neceffity requires. His maga- 
zines of powder are well fecured upon the mole, 
and ail this precaution he ufes to prevent any cf- ^ 
fe£)ual oppofition in cafe of an infurre6lion. 

The Algerines read no other books but the Al- 
coran, and the comments of authors who have writ- 
*ten thereon : of courfe the fphcrc of their know- 
ledge cannot be expefled to be very extenfivc. 
They underftand a few of the firft principles of 
arithmetic, but of geometry, poetry, painting, I 
and the fublimcr ftrains of miific, they have fcarcely 
any conception. All their books are manufcripts, 
and there is not a prefs in all the city. To them 
the art of printing appears perfc6\ly contemptible : 
they repofe no kind of confidence in it, and it 
IS regarded as an impofition rather than a benefit* 

Painting is fo much defpifcd, that m^ny figures, 
fuch as men, women, beafts, &c. arc prohibitedf 
and the fight of them is regarded as a great fin* 
They arc, however, great admirers of watches and 
clocks; but if they fee them embelUflicd with any 
of thcfe figures they cannot refrain from expreff- 
ing their anger. They have a fimilar averfion 
to bells, and ihqy arc fo cxafpcratcd at the found, 
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xiiat the crews of many foreign nations lying in 
their harbour have often been beaten for ringing- 
thcir bells. 

Gaming is prohibited in the fame paffages of 
the Alcoran which prohibit the ufe of wine. The 
word, as it is there ufed, fignifies.a particular mode 
of caRing lots by arrows according to the pra£lice 
of the pagan Arabs, But the commentators agree, 
that under the name of lots are comprehended all 
games whatfoever which are fubjedt to chance or ha- 
zardy fuch as carxis, dice, tables, &c. which arc 
forbidden » AH thelc games are deemed fo highly 
flagitious by the more rigid Mohometans, that they 
judge the evidence of him who plays at them of no 
validity in a court of juftice^ 

The only game that is played in Algiers is chefs, 
and this the Mahometan do6^ors allow, (though o- 
thers have doubted its legality) becaufe it de- 
'jiends folely upon art and the fkilful manage- 
nocnt of the pieces ufed in playing. But it is 
only allowed under certain reftri6tions ; for it is 
never fufFered to prevent the regular performance 
of their devotions, and perfons are never permitted 
to play for money, or things of the moft trifling va- 
lue. 

In Algiers the rhcn have no intercourfe with the 
women before marriage, and marriage, contrails are 
entirely negociated by female conSdants employed 
by the men, who tender the parents a certain fura of 
money according to their demand, and the lady is 
. thus purchafed as though fhe were an article of mer- 
chandize* Hence it fcldom happens that marriages 
thus contradled arc cemented with love, and by thus 
violating the law of nature, *they lay a fure foun- 
dation for intrigue, jealoufy, and the moft boillerous 
paffions. When the marriage x;outra6l is conclud- 
ed, 
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ed, the principal nuptial ceremony confift in efcort- 
ing the lady to her hufband. A proccffion of her 
female friends and relations is formed about ten 
o'clock at night, attended by a number of black fe- 
male ilaves with burning torches in their hands, and 
as this proccffion moves along they make a ftrange 
kind of noife at intervals till they enter the hou<« 
of the hufband, who for the firft time beholds his 
fair bride, whom his imagination had long perhaps 
portrayed as the paragon of all excellence. The 
company then retires, and the next day the marks 
of virginity are triumphantly difplaycd upon the 
lops of their houfes, in the prefence of the bride's 
friends and relations ; if this evidence of virtue can- 
not be produced, the hufband returns his wife to her 
parents, and the marriage is diflTolved without fur» 
_ ther ceremony. 

The Algerine women are remarkably amorous^ 
and though all intercourfe between them and 
the Chriftians is prohibited under penalty of 
death, yet it does not deter them from their at- 
tempts to circumvent, every Chriftlan Have who 
comes in their way, for whom they have a remark- 
able attachment. Numbers of thefe f^ai^ fair ones 
rove the ftreets every night for the purpofe of in- 
trigue, and they make the firft advances with great 
cffiH3ntery and adroitnefs ; but fucb is the vigi* 
lance of the li(beros, wha are highly rewarded for 
every Chriftian that is dctedled, that thofe who 
are venturefome enough to undertake an amorous 
correfpondence, are every moment in imminent 
danger of falling a facrifice to their gallantry. 

Some of tl>e former deys had it in contemplation 
to incorporate the flaves with the citizens, and to 
permit their intermarriages, but the marabouts, who 
were apprehenfivc thai fucb a law weuld contami* 
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nate the purity of Mahometan blood, rcmonftiated 
£0 (Irongly againft it, that all intcrcourfc betwcea 
Chriftian flaves and Moorifh women was made a ca- 
pital crime. 

The women lead a moft indolent life ; they com- 
monly amufe thcmfel\^es with needle work or em- 
broidery ; but are never fubje6lcd to domeftic 
drudgery, which is done by flaves, and whatever 
their condition maybe, they are never engaged in 
any employment out of their houfes. 

In their drefs they difplay neither tafte nor judg- 
ment, and to an American or European they appear 
extremely uncouth. When they vifit or appear 
abroad the beauty of their perfons is entirely con- 
cealedr They wear a clumfy kind of panta- 
loons, and according to t^lie phrafc of the Ameri- 
can captives, they refembic a bundle of rags in mo- 
tion, rather than women. Like the French ladies 
they are very fond of rouge ; but inftcad of tlieir 
checks they have a fingular fancy in painting their 
. foreheads with a ftripe of red ,^ which exfends above 
their eye-brows.- 

Their dKhabille, or rather the manner in which 
they drefs in their houfes, is very lafcivious, Thc3/ 
wear a cap formed of threads of gold interwoven 
like net work, round which is tied a fine filk hand- 
kerchief, and their hair hangs confined in a fmall 
filken pouch. Their breails, arms, and legs are 
naked, but the reft of their body is covered with a 
large iilk mantle,, which only reaches down to the 
knees, and is tied about their mrddle with a kind of 
faHi. Their flippers are elegantly wrought wiih 
gold ; and round their wrifts and ancles they wear 
bracelets fet with jewels* They ride concealed in 
a)a|g^ fquare box covered with a kind of red baize, 
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placed upon affes or mules, and when they walk 
theftrcets they are always veiled.Thcy arc extremely 
cautious of discovering their faces to ftrangcrs, par- 
ticularly to Chriftian flaves, whicli they deem fo fa- 
cred that they would iooner difclofe any other part 
of their body. An American (lave was ordered 
one day by a Turk, to carry forae bottles of wiue 
from one of the bagnios to his houfc, and in paC- 
iing through one of the apartments hefurprized the 
Turk's lady, whofe face was- perfc£lly unveiled. 
The difconcertcd fair one, overcome with afloniih- 
racnt at the fudden and unexpe<3cd' appearance of a 
flave, immediately covered her face with her petty- 
coats, and in fo doing difclofed thofe parts which 
"were much more t lie obje<SI of the American's rifibility. 

There is not much difference, as we have before 
4>bferved, between the drefs of the men and women. 
The men wear a kind of clumfy trowfers which 
Teach down to the kneesf fomewhat refembling the 
Roman habrt. Their legs and arras are bear ; bat 
in cold or wet weather they wear capoots^ a kind «f 
great coats which nearly cover the whole body. 

The drefs of the marabouts is a kind of green 
coat, or gown which reaches down to the knees. 
The hats of fome of them,, or rather the covering 
©f their heads, refembles a large diih formed of 
Jinen drawn over a piece of circular pafteboard: 
others wear a high cap fomewhat in the form of a 
fugar-loaf with a fmall par^ of the top cutoff. Some 
of the marnbouts are lb highly venerated :by the 
Moors,, that they run and kifs their hands as they 
pafs along the flreets. The dey is confidcrcd as 
the grand or fupreme marabout of his kingdom. 

The drefs of the Jews does not differ much from 
that of die Turks, and the manner id which they 
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are principally diftinguifticd, confiftsin the differ- 
ence of colour, which is black, a diflin6lion they 
are obliged to obfervc. There is alfo a difference 
in the form of their turbans, and their flippers 
which have fucha fmall pottion of upper leather, 
that they can fcarcely keep them on their feet ; for 
they arc not.fuffered to wear (hoes without paying 
an exorbitant duty to the dcy for the.privilcge* 

: They have few funeral ceremonies, and they ne- 
ver change their drefs when any of their relations 
die. They wafh the dead with great care, and burn 
incenfe about them to drive away evil fpirits. They 
have no coffins, but bury them in a cloth open at top 
and bottom. Before the interment they expofe 
their dead in the hoafe, upon a bier, under a pall of 
different colours fringed with gold according to the 
quality of the perfou. The place of interment is 
without the walls of the town, and the corps is at- 
te/ided thither by four, or fometimes eight carriers. 
No women ever attend their funerals, but a few 
days after, the female relations vifit the grave, over 
which they weep and ftrew wreaths of flowers. 

The Algerines believe that when the dcceafed 
is laid in the ground, two angels come, and make 
him get upon his knees to render an account of his 
aftions. If he has lived a virtuous life, two an- 
gels as white as fnow, fuccecd thofe who came to 
examine him, and entertain him with a full account 
of the pleafures he is to enjoy in the next world. 
But if he has lived a vicious life, two angels as 
black as jet are commiflioncd to infli6l the moft cru- 
el tortures upon him. .One, they fay, ftrikes him 
into the earth with a club, and the other pulls him 
up again with an iron hook ; and thus they ciupioy 

themfclves 
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themfclves in the infliftion of this cruel punlflimenty 
without the Icafl refpitc till the day of judgment. 

In religion it feems that rigorous reftri6tions are 
no criterion to judge of the political integrity of a 
nation; for though the Algerines arc as punctilious 
in their religious fervices as any people whatever, 
yet they fupport the moft infamous national ch^ac- 
ter upon earth. They worlhip no lefs than five tiroes 
in the twenty-four hours; once juft beforeday-break, 
again at one o'clock, and at the time of lazar in the 
afternoon, and about one o'clock at night. Jufl be- 
fore their worfhip commences in the day, a fmall 
>vhite flag is raifed on all the mofques,asa fignal for 
preparation ; the marabouts foon after afcend the 
cupola of the mofques, and turning their face to the 
ea(l and raifmg their hands to their heads, cry out 
with a loud voice ; upon which the male inhabi- 
tants wa(h their hinds,^ face, and feet, and repair 
to the mofques, where they arrange themfelves in 
files, with' their face turned towards the eaft. None 
^ their mofques have pews, but they are paved 
with marble. Before each perfon is placed a ft raw 
ma>, upon which he kneel?. After a (hort paufe of 
filence, during whicti their lips are in continual mo- 
tion, they all raife their hands to their heads, then 
place them on their knees, kneel down on their 
mats, and all proftrate their heads upon the floor at 
ths fame inftant, from which they immediately rife 
again into an eredl pofture. By continual pra6^icc 
they perform thefe evolutions with the greateft pre- 
clfion imaginable, and all their motions correfpond 
more perfedtly in point gf time than the exercife of 
the beft difcipiined troops. This ceremony conti- 
nues about fifteen minutes, after which the worihip* 
pers retire to their bufinefs. 

The 
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A fimilar ceremony is obfervcd every day in the 
marine* The marabout who officiates there cries out 
from the top of one of the caftles on the mole, which 
is the fignal for diving, as the Americans facetioufly 
termed it. The marabouts have nothing to do in 
this part of religious duty,* but they deliver a dif- 
courfe every Friday in the mofqucs, from a Itind 
of roftrum or pulpit. This difcourfe, and their other 
religious ceremonies, continue on that day from 
eleven till one o'clock, during which time the gates 
of the city and the doors of the bagnios arc Ihut. 
Xbc people do not attend public worihip at night, 
but as foon as they hear the voice of the marabout, 
they rife up and perform their exercife of devotion 
in their own apartments. All the Mahometans who 
redde near the city, immediately proftratc them- 
felves as foon as they fee the flags raifcd on the 
mofques; and befides all this religious fervitude thcfe 
very righuaus people daily employ themfelves, like 
the illiterate among the Roman Catholics, in count- 
ing over their firings of beads. 

The dey only attends public worfhip on Fridays, 
at a raofque nearly oppofite to his palace, where the 
principal Turks affemble, and he pafles between 
two files of his Turkifh guards, who are Rationed 
between the door of his palace and that of the 
mofque. 

After performing the exercife of humility, and 
hearing a difcourfe from the marabout, he retires to 
his palace where, as he enters, he is fprinkled with 
holy water of a fragrant fmell. 

Every Friday is devoted to public worftiip, and 
correfponds to the Jevvilh Saturday, or Chriftian 
Sunday. Many reafons are given why this day 
was appointed for this purpofe. Some are of opi- 
nion that it was the day on which God finilhed 
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the works of creation ; but Mr. Sale remarks^ tjiat 
Mahomet feems to have preferred that day princi- 
pally l^ecaufc it was the day on which the people 
were accuftomed to affemble long before hif time : 
though fuch affemblies were perhaps intended 
for civil rather than religious purpofcs.. Though 
the Mahometans in general do not conceive them* 
fclves obllgjated to keep that day fo holy as the Jews 
and Chriftians are bound to keep their Sabbath, 
(there being permiffion in the Jlcoran, as is gene- 
rally fuppofed *, that that they may -return to 
their employments or diverfions after divine fer- 
vice is ended,) yet the more devout difapprovc of 
the pradlice of applying any part of that day- to 
worldly concerns, and require it to be wholly 
dedicated to the purpofcs of religion. The (laves 
are neither exempted from labour upon this, nor any 
other day of the Week ; but they are generally al- 
lowed one Friday in every month for the purpofe 
of reft or recreation. 

All thefe religious rcftriftions are, however, in* 
fufficient, and once every year they are fubje£tcd 
to a rigorous abflinence called Ramadan f or Ra* 
mazarif which generally begins in May, and conti- 
nues from the time the new moon djii appears till 
the appearance of the next new moon, during which 
time they refrain from women, and neither cat, 
drink, fnufF, nor fmoke tobacco, from day -break 
till fun-fet. The pundiiiious obfervance of this 
duty is enjoined under penalty of death, and.thdfe 
who are detefted in indulging their appetites, fome 
fay, are compelled to drink melted lead as a pu- 
nilhment for their crime. About fun-fet the flag 
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of ilie marabout rifes, as a fignal for eating, which 
is looked for with great anxiety ; after which they- 
are at liberty to gratify their appetites as they 
plcafe. During the time of Ramadan an univerfal 
morofencfs prevails among the people, «nd the dey, 
who finds it neceffary to conform to this cuftom, is 
fo much out of humour, that no bufinels can be 
tranfa6led with him during the continuance of this 
faft. The Turks experience the greateft mortifi- 
cation, becaufc they are abridged of all the plea- 
fures their fenfual natures arc capable of enjoying^ 
they arc neither permitted to frequent the bagnioS| 
taverns, nor cofFec-houfes, and they wait for the 
termination of this fafl with the greateft impatience* 
Towards the^ expiration of the month the Turks 
aficend their cazarces every evening, and look with 
longing eyes towards the weft for the difcovery of 
the new moon, which is called*the moon of Chew 
t/al; Jot at the moment of its appearance the faft 
IS at an end : the Turks then indulge the mod ex- 
travagant mirth ; they fire a feu de joye to congra- 
tulate its appearance, an<l to proclaim the end of 
the faft. 

This faft, which is the third point of religious 
practice, is a duty of fo much importance, that Ma- 
homet ufed to fay, It mas ike gaU of religion^ and 
that the odour of the mouth of him who fafieth is 
more grateful to God than that of mufk. 

According to the Mahometan divines there are 
^hree degrees of fafting ; ift.The rcftraining the belly 
and other parts of the body from fatisfying their luft. 
2d. The rcftraining the ears, eyes, tongucf (lands, 
feet, and others members from fin. 3d. The faft- 
ing of the heart from all worldly cares, and re- 
fraining the thoughts from every thing bcfides 
God. The Mahometans arc obliged, by cxprefs 
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coromand of the Alcoran, to fa A the whole mootH 
of Ramadan, and in confequence of this abnemious 
fevcrity, which is a real fin againft the law of na- 
ture, an univerfal gloom overwhelms the minds of 
the people ; they are extremely vengeful, and more 
murders and aflaflinations happen then than at any 
other time. The flaves are not compelJed to con- 
form to any of their religious ceremonies or rc- 
ftrid^ions ; but during the time of Ramadan they 
are fubje^ed to the infliftion of the fevercft pu- 
ni(hments : for fuch abftinence has a tendency to 
excite the moft boifterous paffions of the human 
bread. 

This faft is fucceeded by a Bairam- or feflival, 
called the feaft of the breaking of the faft, which 
continues for three days, during which time the 
half ftarved Turks riot in the oppofite extreme of 
intemperance. They hold a kind of fair out of 
town, where they divert themfelves with drink- 
ing, feafling, muiic» bonfires, wreftling, fwing- 
ing, and feats of horfemanfhip* The colours of 
all nations are difplayed in the marine, and during 
this feftival the flaves are exempted from labour. 

But their greateft feftival is on the fifth of Sep- 
tember, the day of the nativity of their prophet, 
which is celebrated with great folemnity. All the 
fchoolmaftera in the city, with their fchblars, af- 
femble at the chief mofque, from which they form 
a proceffion through the ftreets, each carrying 
a burning torch in his hand, and finging an eulo* 
gy in praife of their great prophet. Two of the 
mafters carry on their ftioulders a fuperb pyramid 
ornamented with wreathes of flowers, and a crofs 
on the top of it, and followed by a band of vocal 
and inftrumental mufic after the Turkifti manner. 
All the houfes at the corners of the ftreets are hung 
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With tapcftry and burning lamps. The cooks of the 
divan to the number of 200 alfo form a proceflion, 
each carrying a clean napkin or towel on his (boul- 
der and a torch in his hand. They parade the 
ftreets two by two, from feven till eleven o'clock 
in the day, and the ceremony ends with a hymn 
in praife of their prophet, performed with inftru- 
ments of mufic before the doors of fome of their 
great men. About midnight torches are kept 
burning in every houfe, becaufe Mahomet was 
born at that hour. This feaft continues for eight 
days, during which time any perfon is at liberty to 
^valk the flreets at night without a lighted torch, 
which they cannot do at other times without incur *• 
^ng the penalty of corporal punilhment. 

There is a Angular cuflom eftablifhed here, of a 
religious nature, for the remiffion of the puniih- 
tncnt of offenders who fly to the mofques for pro- 
tcftion, which is called taking the marabcutf and 
thefe places are an afylum for every defcription of 
criminals. In the front of every mofque there is 
fufpended a long chain, which the criminal feizcs ;. 
whereupon he is generally taken into the fan6luary 
and covered with the marabout's colours, from whence 
he is not fuffercd to be taken till his pardon is gran- 
ted. One of thefe chains is fufpended in front of 
the dey*s palace, who fometimes pardons ofTenders 
who fly thither for refuge, and another is fuf- 
pended at the cazarees of the Turks, where crimi- 
nals are more inviolably prote6ied. 

A quarrel took place not long fince between 
two lads about twelve years of age, the one a Turk 
and the other a Moor, as they were paffing from 
the marine to the city. When they came oppofite to 
the cazarees, the young Turk, taking the advan- 
tage 
U 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



«30 DESCJIIPTION^ or ALGIERS. 

tage of the Moortfh lad, ran up to hitn with hu 
drawn tahan, and gave him a wound through the 
back, of which he inftantly expired, and immedi- 
ately fled for refuge to the cazarees, where he was 
protected, till the friends of the Turkilh Jad pro- 
cured his pardon by paying the parents of the dd- 
ceafed a fum of money as a compcnfation for their 
Ipfs. 

Tt is a vulgar opinion among the Algerlnes^anxJ tfic 
Mahometans in general, that women have no fouls; 
or if they have, that they die like thofe of the brutes, 
and will rpceive no reward in the next life. This 
is probably the reafon why they are never fuffcrcd 
to go uppn a pilgrimage, or to attend public w»r- 
(hip in their mofques. But whatever may be the 
vulgar belief, it is evident that Mahomet had too 
great a rcfpeft for the fair fex, to inculcate fuch a 
doftrine ; for there are feveral paffagcs in the Alcoi- 
^oran, which exprefly affirm that women in the 
next life will not only be pmiiChed for their evil 
deeds, but will be rewarded for their virtues as 
well as men, and that in this refpedt God will make 
no diftindiieo of fexe> ^ 

It is true that the general notion is, th&t they will 
not be admitted into the fame abode with the men, 
becaufe their places will be fupplied by paradifiacal 
females, but that a feparate place of happinefs will 
be affigned to good women, where they will enjoy 
every delight in its fullcft extent: yet fome allege 
that a man will have thofe who were his wives in 
this world, or ?it leaft fuch of them as he Ihall defirc. 
»pne circumftan.ce with which Mahomet acquainted 
bis followers, ought to corroborate their belief of 
the future exiftence of the female foul. An old 
fi'onian dcfired him to intercede with God for her 
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admiflion into paradife; but Mahomet told her that 
00 -old women would ever enter that place; upon 
which the old woman began to weep immoderately^ 
and Mahomet explained himfcH" by affuring hef; 
that God would make her young again. 

The Alcoran certainly eftabliihes a different be- 
lief in the following words: **' Verily the Moflemfi 
** (or MuffulmeR)of eithetfcxjand the true believ- 
" ersof either (ex; and the devout men, and the 
'* devout women r and the men of veracity and the 
*' women of veracity ; and the patient men and the 
** patient women ; and the humble men and the hum- 
" ble women ; and the alms-givers of either fcx:^, 
^* and the men who fail and rbe women who faft ; and 
** the chaile men and the chafte women ; and thofe 
** of cither fex who remember God frequently ; for 
** them God has prepared forgiveneftand a great 
•* reward*." 

Great numbers of the citizens of Algiers perform 
a journey to Mecca every year, and many veffeU 
are employed in tranfporting them to this holy city 
for the purpofc of manufa£turing them into faints. 
This pilgrimage is fo neceflary a point in praftical 
I'cligion, that according to a tradition of Mahomet,^ 
he who dies without performing it may as well die 
a Jew or Chriftianr It is deemed a duty particu^ 
Gularly incumbent, and"^ the Alcoran exprefsly en- 
joins it upon all thofe who are of fufficient abi- 
lity to perform the journey "f. 

Mr. Tourncfort tells us, that the four places 
©f rendezvous for pilgrims, are Ehmas, Cairo, Ba- 
bylon, and Zebrr. At thefe places they drefs 

themfel\re&. 
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themfelves in the facred habit, which confifts of 
two woolen wrappers, one about the middle to co- 
ver their nakedncfs, and the other thrown over 
theit (houlders ; and in this drcfs they enter the 
-facred territory. While they are thus accoutred 
they are neither fufFered to hunt nor to fowl, (though 
they may fi(h) and this precept is pun£tiliouiIy 
obferved. 

During his pilgrimage a man muft keep a con- 
flan t guard over all his word and a6lions ; he mud 
avoid all quarrelling and abufive language ; he muft 
refrain from all obfcene difcourfc and (exual com- 
merce, and confine his whole attention to the pious 
work in which he is engaged^ All the caravans 
which come from different parts of the Mahometan 
dominions, concert their meafures in fuch a man- 
ner that they arrive the fame day at the hill Ara* 
Jagdf which is about a day's journey from Mecca: 
on this celebrated hiil they imagine that the angel 
firft appeared to their prophet, and iti confequence 
the Mahometans have founded one of their princi- 
pal fan^tuaries on this fpot. 

After having killed and diftributed fome (heep a- 
mong the poor they proceed to Mecca, and from 
thence to Medina t^ vifit the tomb of their prophet, 
which is covered with a magnificent pall, annually 
fent thither by order of the Grand Signior, which 
pall is every year cut away by the pilgrims, who 
edeem the fmalleft piece of it as the moft invaluable 
relic. The Grand Signior alfo fends 500 fequins, 
an Alcoran covered with gold,feveral rich carpets, 
and a great many pieces of black cloth for hangings, 
as prefents to the mofques at Mecca. The noblcft 
camel that can be found is chofen to carry this Al- 
coran, and at his return he is hung with garlands 
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of flowcrsf loaded with bencdi£lions, fumptlioufly 
fed, and exempted from labour all the refl of his 
life. 

The pilgrims who have performed the tour of 
Mecca arc held in great veneration the remainder of 
their lives; are abfolved from every iin, and may 
commit new crimes with impunity* Mr. Tourncfort 
faysy according to the Mahometan law they cannot 
be put to death ; but arc reputed incorruptible, irre- 
proachable, and fan6)i6ed from this world. It is 
reported of fpme of the Indians, continiies he, that 
they put out their eyes after they have fecn what 
they call the holy places of Mecca, pretending that 
after fuch a fight their eyc^s^ought not to be polluted 
by the fight of worldly things. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Slaves ef Algiers* 



WHATEVEH fpcculative maniacs or merce- 
nary enthuiiaRs may allege in favour ef 
ilavery^ it is obvioufly repugnant to the impre- 
fcripttble rights of human nature, and an incon- 
tedible evidence of the remains of barbarifm in 
thofe nations who fan6tion fo diabolical a principle. 
There appear to be three ftages in 'the progrcfs of 
mankind from favagc rudehefs to a ft ate of true re- 
finement. Firft, a ftate of canibalifm, in which 
any tribe or nation of men deal indifcriminate 
death and deftru6lion among the reft of their fel- 
low creatures; fecond, a ftate of opprcflion, in 
which, though, they arc exempted from the fangs 
of favage rapacity, yet they are compelled to fub- 
mit to the lofs of their liberties ; third, the eman- 
cipation of mankind, when the more general^diffu- 
fion of fciencewili teach them the true principles 
of juftice and humanity. But the grand fcience 
of univerfal benevolence muft be referved for fu- 
ture ages ; for though many modern nations ima- 
gine themfclves to be eminently enlightened, yet 
they are in faft but juft beginning to emerge from 
the intermediate ftate between barbarity and true 
refinement. 

For the pra6lice of flavery we are not to repro- 
bate the Algerines alone ; for the divan of Great 
Britain arc equally reprchcnfible, and have more 
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eminently diftinguifhcd thcmfclvcs in this nefarious 
commerce. From them we have adopted the exe- 
crable pradlice, and the United States, emphatical*^ 
ly called the land of liberty, fwarm with thofc 
fcnii-barbarians who enthral their fellow creatures 
without the lead remorfe. With what countenance 
then can we reproach a fct of barbarians, who 
»havc only retorted our own a£^s upon ourfclvcs in 
making reprifals upon our citizens ? For it is ma- 
nifeft to the world, that we are equally culpable, 
and in whatever terms of opprobrium we may ex- 
ecrate the piratic difpofition of the Africans, yet 
all our recriminations will recoil upon ourfclves. 

Having premifed thus much, we (hall new pro- 
ceed to make a ftw obfervations upon the flaves of 
Algiers," and as a preliminary we (hall detail the 
particulars of the capture of the (hip Prefidcnt, that 
the public may have fome idea of thcfe banditti of 
the ocean. 

On the 23d of Oftober 1793, about nine o'clock 
in the morning, the crew, of the (hip Prefidcnt, 
when they were only within a few hours fail of 
Cadiz, th6 port to which they were bound, difco- 
vcred an armed xebeck of 16 guns under Spani(h 
colours, bearing down upon them ; upon which 
the American flag was immediately hoifted, and 
as a very light breeze prevailed it was a confider- 
able time before the two vefiTels were within hail 
of each other. When the xebeck came within 
gun-(hot of the American veflTel (he hauled down 
her Spani(h colours, hoifted the bloody flag, and 
fired a platoon of fmall arms. This circum- 
ftance threw them into the moft violent confterna- 
tion imaginable, and their firfi aim was to fecurc 
their clothes, money, and othe^ articles. The 
pirates foon after botftcd out their boat; into which 
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sibout thirty armed nicn entered, who rowed witlr 
great violence towards the American veffcl, which* 
they boarded with piftols and drawn fwords, and 
with the greateft fury and (houting imaginable, in 
order to imprefs the minds of the Americans with 
a convi6^ion of their grcal intrepidity m a naval 
attack* 

As foon as they were on deck, they fell foul of 
the crew like fo many ravenous wolves that had 
broken loofe from thck kennel ; they tore off their 
clothes, and the moft Various fcramble fucceeded 
that can be conceived ; every one being anxious to 
appropriate moft of the booty to himfelf. One 
American afTures us that he was feized by no lefs 
than four Algerines at once, who threw himdown^ 
and dripped him naked ; but what evi need ^he mofl 
fingular ferocity in human nature, in fcrambling for 
his clothes thofe furies came to blows among them- 
felves; the moment one had torn ofFhis coat,anothes 
attempted to wrefl it from him,, and a buOk enfued 
between them-The two that had feized his trowfera 
tore them in pieces in their druggie for po(reffior(,and 
a fcene of iimilar rapacity was a£ted towards cvery^ 
other American. Every pa^t of the veffel was rifled^ 
chefts were broken open, and they feized every arti* 
cle that could be carried ofFwith an avaricious fury^ 
chara£ieri(lic of no other nation under heaven* 

After they had loaded themfclves with plunder^ 
they thruft all the American crew into their boat,, 
in this naked and infulted condition, at the point- 
of their cutlafles ; thofe who difcovered aay relu^l- 
ance,^ were knocked down and kicked into the> 
boat, where they were trampled under foot by this/ 
clan of defpatadoes. They were taken on. board« 
the xebeck, and another boat s crew inimediately^ 
retained- to take charge of the American vefleF.. 

Hcre^ 
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Here they had the pleafiire of being introduced to 
Kais Mahomety the commander of the xebeck, an 
emaciated loathfome 6gure, who fat fmoking his 
pipe upon a fheep-fkin, and fipping a di(h of cofiee 
which was placed before him* It is not a little fur- 
prizing, that fuch a miferable object (hould be ap- 
pointed to the command of a corfair, and this cir- 
cumdance muft evince the futility of their naval 
policy. He appeared to be upwards of a hun- 
dred years old, and through age and impotency, 
was Scarcely able to fupport a tottering fraine* His 
hands were palficd ,* his eyes funk deep in his head, 
and through weaknefs dripped a continual flow of 
tears* From his ghaAly vifage flowed a beard of 
the brighteft filvcr, except where it was fullied by 
the drippings of his coffee, and an involuntary dis- 
charge of fpittle. His voice was fcarccly audible, 
and in his exterior he rcfemblcd fome old hermit, 
that had been immured a hundred years. 

Such was the commander of the Algcrine xc- 
beck. When they had feaHed their curiofity up- 
on this very venerable figure, their attention was 
turned to their new quarters, which they furveyed 
with new ailoniihment. Nearly a hundred and 
fifty Algerines were crowded into this vcflel, and 
whatever defcription can be drawn by the mofl fer- 
tile imagination, of lice, fleas, filth and flench, ivas 
here nearly realifed. Their decks were never fuf- 
fered to be fwept or waOied, and they fecmed to 
prefervc their dirt with a kind of veneration. Thefc 
delicate planks they fubdituted for tables, upon 
which they ate their provifions, which confifted of 
olives, bread, vinegar and oiU When they had finifh- 
ed their meals, they threw part of the fragments 
overboard, and the remainder was trampled into 
the general maf» of filth. 

As 
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As foan as they had fecured their prize, the mad 
extravagant mirth and boifterous. exultation fuc- 
ccedede; to commemorate the event a iheep was fa- 
crificed, and after befmearing the'^lides of the velTel 
with its blood, they concluded the ceremony by 
devo.uring its fleflr»^ - 

After the termination of this feftivlty, the pri- 
foners were arraigned on deck, and a fccond ftrip- 
ping took place* Thofc who had not been depri- 
ved of all theiT clothes^ al firft,. were now ftripped 
naked, and in their (lead they were accommodated 
with a few dirty rags, which had been therefufeof 
this loufy crew. By Mahomet's order, the clothes 
of the captives were all thrown together isia heapj 
and Ibid at public vendue*^ 

The mod laborious part of duty in the xebeck 
was then adigned ta the Americans,, and the pirates, 
foiely intent upon fecuring their prize, immediately 
flood in for the (Ireights without looking out for fur» 
. ther plunder. In their paifai^e the Americans coold 
not help remarking the continual dread and appre* 
heniion of thefc free-booters, who were contini*- 
ally looking out with their glafles, and Uke a band 
of thieves who are confcious of the villainy of their 
profcffion, they trembled: with- the nroft vifible 
confternatioa at every fail that hove in fight. The 
Americans reprefent thefe pirates a& the moft utuii^ 
ciplined and pufilanimous failocs in the world, and ior 
fiftthat the moil iiKX)nfiderate naval force with Britifli 
difcipline, is fuBicient to defeat or keep any of them 
at bay. The greatcft difplay of Algcrine bravery, 
15 at the^ commencement of an engagement,, when 
they endeavour to intimidate their enemies, Hke the 
American favagcs, with the moft horrible: yells* 

In the afternoon of the fame day the Prefident was 
captured th^ey fell in with a Britifli frigate, whentbe 
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Americans were ordered below, and on the fecond 
day with a Briti{h merchantman, with whom they 
had before been in company without the ftreifehts, 
whom they requefted to publifh an account of their 
capture at the firft port they touched. 

On their paffagc up the ftreights they had it fre- 
quently in contemplation to rife upon the Algerinc 
crcwy tp difarm thofe upon watch, and to confine 
the reft below by fecuring the hatches; but their 
fmall number deterred them from fuch an. attempt. 

On the 30th of OoAober they arrived at Algiers, 
a^d were taken aftiorc to the vichelbadge's fkiff, 
where tjiey were attended by the dey's Jcrivan or 
iiead clefk,who conduced, them to the palace. Here 
iheywere lodged in an outer court, which had been 
qccupicd as a kind of black-fmtth'sfhop, where ihey 
were refrcftied with a nriefs of cuzcuz, and after re- 
- pp^Dg the firft night upon fonie facksof ftraw, they 
were ordered to the Bagnio Baleck. 

When the crews of the American veflels were 
captured ihey were entirely ftrippcd of their 
drefs, and prcfented m exchange with a parcel of 
old rags and a pair of coarfe trowfers, which only 
reached down to their knees. They laboured for 
iieveral months in this wretched apparel, which was 
not fufficient to proteft them from the rays of a 
(corching fun, till at length each captive was ac- 
commodated by the United States with a hat and a 
fuit of blue clothes, which were fcnt them from 
Alicant by Mr. Montgomery the American conful ; 
9 provifion which they received annualjy while 
they continued in this miferable abode- They 
were alfo furniflied with money, which had been 
depofited by Mr. Humphreys at Alicant, and tranf- 
mittcd to the Swedifh conful in Algiers, upon whona 
ibfiAmciic^n captains drew every month for the 
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Aims that were fevcrally allotted to the captives. 
To each private there was granted an allowance of 
3 dollars and 75 cents, to each niatc 6 dollars^ 
and to each captain 8 dollars per month — ^a very 
unjuft diftin61ion, ^fpecially as the privates were 
fubjeded to much greater hardfliips than either the 
captains or mates. By this allowance their fitua- 
rion was rendered lefs deplorable, and they were 
enabled io procure a fupper of meat every night, 
inftead of the black bread and oil with which they 
were daily furnifhcd. It is obfcrvable that no na- 
tion made any provifion for their cnflaved coun- 
trymen but the United States, and ia confequcncc 
the Turks gave them the appellation of cavaiert^ 
or gentlemen- 

Every public flavc wore an iron ring round his 
ancle, which was always an evidence of his belong- 
ing to the public, and no^Tork cduid moled or 
even infult a flave of this defcription with impunity; 
but this badge was not conferred upon 'the private 
(laves* To this ring was faftened a chain with long 
links, which was bound round their body to pre- 
vent their efcape whenever foreign vcflcls lay ia 
the harbour. 

When there is a public ranfom of flaves there is 
no difference in the price between the officers and 
men, but in private tan ferns the dcy demands 4000 
dollars for each captain and mate, and 2000 dol- 
lars* for every private. All flaves who die after the 
conclufion of treaties ar^ paid for, and the dcy ex- 
afled the ufual fums for all the American captives 
who died after the 5th of September 1796. 

When a cor fair takes a prize he carries the captives 
diredtly to the palace of the dey, where, the Euro- 
pean confuls affcmble, to fee if any of the prifon- 
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«rs belong to ihcir refpeflive nations, who are at 
peace with Algiers^ In that cafe they reclaim them, 
provided they were only paflcngers ; but if they 
have ferved on board t}f the ihips of any people at 
war with this regency, they cannot be difcharged 
without payment of the full ranfom. 

The dcys formerly had their choice only of ev- 
ery eighth flave, and they generally chofe the n;©/- 
tcrs, furgeons, carpenters, and the moft ufefulhancls 
belonging to the fevcral prizes, bcfides perfons of 
quality, for whom they expelled a large ranfom ; but 
at prefent it feems that the dey is entitled to any 
number he thinks proper to make choice of, who are 
generally employed in menial offices about the pa- 
Jlacc, He alib is entitled to all captured veffels and 
their cargoes, and the rats or captains generally re- 
ceive,befides their nM)nthly pay, a certain premium, 
•or extra-compenfation from the dey for every cap- 
tured veffel. 

The remainder of the flaves are fcnt into thefervice 
of the public; but if they can procure a little money 
from their friends, or borrow any of the Jews upon 
exorbitant intcreft, they sue permitted to -keep ta- 
verns, they paying to the dey a certain duty in pro- 
portion to the wine they fell; and notwithflanding 
ibisintereft and duty, many have managed fo well as 
to raife money enough to purchafe their liberty, and 
to carry away a quantity befidcs : for they are allow- 
ed a property in what they get. To thcfe taverns 
refori Turks, Moors, and Chriflian^ promifcuoufly. 
But a Muffulman would not keep one of thcfe ta- 
verns for the world himfelf, and confequenlly they 
-arc kcjpt by Chriftians and Jews. And a tavern- 
keeper, though a flave, h empowered to ftrip any 
4)f his gucfls, even the Turks ihemJeJvcs, if they re- 
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ftifc to pay their reckoning; and herein he is pro- 
tcfted by the dcy himfclf. 

The condition of thofe who arc (laves to private 
individuals^ depends very much upon the^difpofi- 
tioti oIP their mafter, and the flavcs* own conduf^f 
Some of them fare better in Algiers, than ever they 
did in their own countries, and if they are good 
for any thing, arc entertained rather as compani- 
ons than fcrvants ; though by far the greater numr 
bcr arc barbarous maflers, who treat their flaves 
with great cruelty, and perfons of quality, or thofe 
irho are fufpcdlcd to be in affluent circumftanccs, 
experience a greater fevcrity of treatment, in order 
that they may be compelled to redeem themfelves at 
an extraordinary price. Their female flaves are 
fent to the dcy's feraglio, where they are made con- 
cubines, or fubjcfled to domeftic fcrvices, unlefs a 
confiderableranfomis expcdtcd for them; or if young 
they are fold to fuch as want them for thcfc purpofes. 

They neither force nor tempt any of the Chrifti- 
an flaves to change their religion ; as it is not their 
intereft that they ihould be made converts : for in 
that caft they lofe the benefit of their ranfoms. TIjc 
Chriflians who arc free, generally fare worfe than 
the flaves ; becaufe the imperious Turks make it a 
point to infultand abufe them : but they dare. not 
abufe the flaves, becaufe their maflers will refent it 
and demand fatisfa£lion« 

Thofe flaves who are fold into the country are 
fobjcftcd to peculiar hardfliips* They arc compel- 
led to carry all kinds of burdens to market, and if 
they do not render a fatisfadlory account of the arti- 
cles entruflcd to their care, they are fure to be 
beaten. Some of thefe flaves go naked in the fields 
where they tend cattle, drag ploughs, 'and do all 
pthcr kinds of the roofl fervilc drudgery. 

Many 
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Many were formerly configncd to the galleys ♦ 
chained by one leg, and fed on water and hard bif- 
cuit, and beaten with a large cow-(kin. When 
they were on (bore they were locked up at night In 
dungeons called Mafmora^ where they lay on the 
bare earth* But at prefent no flaves arc confined to 
the galleys, bccaufc they have fo frequently made 
their cfcape, or murdered their commanders, and 
fct themfelves at liberty. 

While the Americans were cnflaved in Algiers, 
the moft exaggerated accounts were circulated ref- 
ped^ing the feverity of their affti6\ions. It was re- 
ported that the tongues of fome were cut out, that 
others were emafculated ; and captain Lawrence of 
the Hull Packet, who is faid to have obtained his 
information at Cadiz, informs us that the Ame- 
ricans had their heads (haved clofe, and were not 
permitted to wear any kind of covering dh their 
heads* Their calamities were indeed without a pa- 
rallel, but the above accounts were entirely un^ 
founded* 

The greateft feverity of their toils confided iti 
the removal of the fragments of rocks from Bubly- 
white, as before mentioned *• It has , been found 
by repeated experiments, that the larger thefe 
flones, the more efFe<Slually they refill the impctu* 
ofity of ihe fea, and confequcntly the great art of 
the flaves who are appointed to blow them, confifts 
in boring them in fuch a manner that §n explo- 
fion of gun-powder will fever the largcft mafles 
poflible : fo that the holes which are bored into 
the rock fometimes extend to the depth of twenty 
feet. Round thefe huge fragments they lafli ropes, 
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or rather cables, of fiifficient {Irenglh todrag^ them, 
and three or four hundred flaves, and fometimes a 
greater number, arc engaged in rolling one of thefe 
liones upon a carette^ or Hrong four wheel cai> 
liage, in order to tranfport it to tlie itiole. 

The Turks make the mod anonifhing noife^ 
not osly in the removal of thefe (lones, but in mo- 
'ving any weight whatever which requires a number 
of hands* They fcem h> imagine that the greater 
their vociferation, the greater will be the exertions 
of the flaves or labourers; it is immaterial how 
flowly the work proceeds, provided there is fuf- 
i^cient noife, and the cry of Hytmoly, or heave 
away, is often heard at the diilance of more thaa^ 
a league. 

When Ihey have launched thefe unweildy mai^ 
fes of (lone upon the carriages, the cables are fix- 
ed to-^them, and four files of flaves are compelled, 
like fo many beafts of burden, to drag them from 
the mountain to the city. In their paffage they are 
obliged to a-fcend a fteep hill, where their utmod 
efforts are fometimes infufficicnt to drag the enor- 
mous weight. The fevcrity of their toils in at- 
taining the fummit of this hill is fometimes incon- 
ceivable ; the fun pours down the nioft intolerable 
heat upon them, and ihcy are drenched in fwcat, 
and involved in clouds of duft which attend them 
in their paiTage. Thus many become perfc£^ly 
exhaufted with their toils ; and to complete the 
cliaiax of their fufFerings, their brutal ovcrfeers,. 
the wardens, fcourge them for the lead rcmiflhefs 
with the mod favage feverity. 

When they have afcended the hill, it is nccef- 
fary to rovcrfc the ropes, and their utmoft efforts 
arc then required to prevent the carette from dc- 
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fcendlng the hill with the greatcft rapidity. Thus, 
after great labour and difficulty, they tranfport 
thefe ftones to the wharf, where the pantoons are 
moored, which is about a league from the moun- 
tain, and a ft one's throw from the walls, of the city. 
Here they depofit them, and by means ti pulleys 
and a kind of fleds, whicfi defcend upon greafed 
pieces of timber, they difcharge them into the 
pantoons, which convey them to the mole. 

Thefe pantooris-are neceffary, becaufc. the narrow- 
nefs of the ftreets renders the paffage of thefe huge 
ftoncs through the city imprad^icable. They arc a 
ipecies of large flat bottomed boats, that cover about 
as much water as a fcventy-four gun (hip. They 
*havc low gunwhales, and long pieced of timber are 
nailed acrofs the deck, to prevent the great prefTure 
of the fton^s from injuring the planks# They ge- 
nerally carry three or four of thefe hugeftpncs at*a 
load, with a number of fmaller ones, which strc 
diftributed over different parts of the deck. 

The pantoons are navigated by cafting anchors 
and cables a-head« Fifty or fixty flaves are ncccflTa- 
ry toman them, and by means of thefe caWes and 
ancbors,which arc continually carried a-head as oc- 
cafion requires, they, warp the pantoons to the mole. 
In their ptelTage they are fometimes fubjcd^ed to 
great danger from fudden* fqdalls of wind, which 
either blow them out to fea, or wreck them on ihe 
Ihorc. When thi% happens the greateft buftle ima- 
ginable enfucs, and the clamour of the Turks is 
fuch, that one would fuppofe that the city itfelf W2ts 
upon the verge of deftrud^ion. The ftbnesare dif- 
charged at the mole hy means of a^j/er, which is a 
kind, of platform refembling the leaf of a table* 
projefling from the ftern of the pantoon, and low- 
ered 
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ercd by pulleys ; upon this the ftones are placed tti 
fuceeffion, by means of crowbars, and depofitcd up- 
on fuch parts of the mole as the fea makes the great- 
eft impreilion. 

Thus have the foolifh Turks continued this fruit- 
Icfs labour for upwards of 250 years, without hav- 
ing conceived the projc£t of forming a wall of fuffi- 
cicnt ftrength ta defend the mole from the violence 
of the waves ; but it is faid that the dey has now 
fuch a projedl in contemplation, which he intends 
(hortly to put in execution. ^ % 

The impetuolity of the fea has a continual ten- 
dency to^bury thefc ftones in the fand. An eaftero> 
or as it is called a Levant wind will roll fuch a 
heavy fea into the harbour, that in the4:ourfe of 
three or four days, the labour of a whole feafen will 
be fwept away. The fea at fuch times breaks with 
great violence pver the mole, andcven the walls of 
the magazines are fometimes nearly deftroycd.^ 

Two pantoons and two earettes, with a gang of 
flaves to each of them, arc employed in iranfporl- 
ing thefe ftones, and the earettes generally bring 
each two loads in a day* 

M^ny flaves are employed at other places in the 
country. Some at a mountain coiled Bubaioon> 
fome at the gardens of different confuls, who re- 
fide in the country ,^ and others in the marine. But oa 
Fridays they are ordered to Bublywhite, where 
the vickclhadge and warden h^tiiaw%, attend, and 
Avhere, on thofc days, there is a general colle£\ion 
of-^ll the flaves. 

After. they (inlfli their dally labour they all repair 
to town to tkeir common lodgings ihe bagnios, where 
they are locked up every night, and prohibited all 
intcrcourfe with the citizens. The private flaves are 
fiot, however^ deprived of tlu^ privilege, and they 
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are permittee! to walk the ftreets at night, provid- 
ed they conform to the common cuftom of carrying 
a Jight with them, without which every pcrfon is 
fubjeft to being arretted by the watchmen of the 
city, aiwl to chaftifement by the baftinado* 

In the bagnios, the chief aim of the flaves is to 
drown the reflexion of their abjeft fituation by the 
rooft cheerful eonverfation. They have few a- 
inufements here to divert their attention ; but fome 
of them, when they have leifure, follow their pro- 
fedions, in order to obtain a little money. The 
principal ftudy of the more humorous- Ameri- 
cans, was to difpel the gloom of their companions 
and to excite one another to laughter by ludicrous 
and fatirical remarks upon their fituation. Some 
of them played upon the violin, and frequently af- 
ter the toils of the day, they would divert thero- 
felves all night by dancing, drinking and finging^ 
in order to banifti the reflexion of flavery. In 
their frolics they were often very clamorous, and 
interrupted the repofe df the whole bagnio ; at 
which time fome of the flaves would often lodge 
complaints againfl them, apd the corporal would 
then put an end to the frolic by ordering them to 
retire to reft. 

The flaves are let out of the bagnios at an early hour 
in the morning, and they proceed to their labour 
with penfive hearts and relu6^antf^eps. When they 
are employed ip the marine they repair every morn- 
ing to a place nearthe gatcof Babazira, which opens 
to the harbour, where they are paraded in files along 
the platforms of the houfes on each fide of the firecr. 
Here they wait the arrival of the vickelhadge, who 
foon makes his appearance, and as he pa (Tes 'between 
ihcm they arc compelled to pull off their hats as a 
tokdn of refpeft. After him a procefTion of the 
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flavcs is immediately formed, and as he takes his feat 
in the ikiflTy a trumpet is founded from ihe marine. 
They are (hen embarked on board thq Baleck boats, 
which are kept for the pirrpofe, and tranfported to 
the cri^fcrs which are ftationcd in different parts of 
the harbour* 

The bufine/^ of the marine is the leafl laborious 
employment of the flaves. But even here they ate 
fubjc6ted at times to great hardihips, and efpecially 
when an expedition is on^ fool; at which time they 
are compelled to Ubour all nighl in making the ne- 
ceffary preparatfons for the cruife. The (hore is iU 
luminatedvvith lamps, and Turkiih guards^are ftaii- 
oned on the mole, and in other parts, to prevent 
their efcape* 

Their food confifts of bread, oil, and vinegar. 
To each perfon is diftributcd two fmall loaves of 
about half a pound each, and a jill of oil a-day; 
Thefc articles are brought to Bublywhitc by mule- 
teers, who are daily employed in carrying pro^ 
vifions to the flaves. Tte bread is of- the mofl in-- 
different quality, and is made of unbpulted meal, 
ground in mills in^ the city which are turned by 
horfcs. The general employment of the mule- 
teers, befidcs carrying proviiions to the flaves, 
is- conveying time inlo the city from the lime-kilns 
in the country, for the purpofcs of building and 
white-wafhing houfes. 

Ail the fick among the flaves wha ai'e incapa- 
ble of labour are fent to the h©fplial oppofitc to 
the Bagnio Baleck, which will accommodate a- 
faout fifty. This inflitution is fupportcd at the 
expence of the Spanifti nation, and is under the 
fuperln tendance of a phyfician and three Spanilh 
pricfk. Here they are well accommodated with 
beds, and furniflitd with provifions in beef and 
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bread y and medicines are prefcribed according to 
their fcveral complaints. The upper apartments 
o£ this hbfpital are occupied by fuch as have the 
plague, and the lower parts by thofc who are confi- 
ned with other diforders* It is faid that the fupport 
of this hofpital cofts the Spanifh nation 40,00a 
dollars per annum, which are annualy tranfinttted ^ 
to Algiers for this benevolent purpofc. 

It has been reported that the officers and mett 
of the American vcflels were treated with equal 
fcverity ; but this was a miftake. Neither the A- 
merican captains nor mates were fubjefted to the 
labour of the common flaves ; but fwere employed 
in the faiUIoft in making fails, or it) boring pumps 
for veflels, and fometimcs after lazar in the after* 
noen they were fent to afliA in unloading the pan- 
toons* This was the general routine of bufinefs 
af&gned to the captains and mates of vcflels ; but 
the failors were indi£criminately employed in every 
kind of labour* 

• The Americans fuppotted the bcft charaflers of 
any flaves in Algiers, and 4hc mod of them could 
always obtain credit in the bagnios for wine and 
other liquors ; a favour that was conferred upon nei- 
ther Turk^ nor Moors, of whom the tavern-keep- 
ers were always obliged to be extremely watchful ; 
otherwife they would frequently fteal away without 
paying for the liquors they drank. 

The moft turbulent of the flaves are the Spani- 
ards, who frequently quarrel at night, and fight in 
the bagnios with drawn daggers; at which times 
the corporals fettle diflurbances among them with a 
fliort rope witli a knot in the end, or confine them 
in chains till morning. 

Thofe flaves who have incurred the penalty of 
death arc generally executed at the fountain in front 

of 
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of the dey's palace, where they Turkifh executieh- 
ers attend. The criminal is made to kneel down ; 
one of the Turks then touches him on the back part 
of the head, and as he turns round to fee what was 
the caufe, the other with a (harp fword at the fame 
inftant fevers his head from his (houlders. After the 
execution, the blood is walhed through the ground 
into the common fewer, and his body is buried in the 
fand near the fea (hore, as they arc not fufTered 
the privilege of a Mahometan burial* 

The American captives generally borfc their 
fuSerings with great fortitude, and condu61cd them- 
felves with fuperior decorum ; but notwithilanding, 
frequent and fevere punifhments were i^fli£ted upon 
them for the mod trivial remifTnefs, and a thoufand 
inadvertencies, which are natural to thofe who have 
been accudomed to the enjoyment of their liberties* 

Soon after their arrival in Algiers they drew up 
an affecting addrefs to Colonel Humphrey$,who rc- 
fided at Madrid, which was duly anfwered ; and as 
this correfpondence details fome particulars that 
have not been hitherto enumerated, we (hall clofe 
the prefent chapter with its infertion* 



Letter from Sundry captive American captains 9 to 
colonel David Humphreys, dated Algiers, De- 
cember 29M, I793« 

WE the fubfcribers, in behalf of ourfelves and 
brother ftifFerers, at prefent captives in this ci- 
ty of human mifery, return you our fincere thanks 
for your communications of the 29th uk* and for 
the provifion you have been pleafed to allow us, 
in order to alleviate fomewhat ourfufferings in our 
pi:cfent fituation*. 

We 
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We have drawn up and figned two petitions, 
one to the Senate, the other to the Houfe of Rc- 
prcfentatives, and we (hall efteem it among the ma- 
ny fa vers you have rendered us, that you will 
pleafe to forward thefe petitions to their refpedlivc 
addrcfs, fo that no time may be loft; but that they 
be laid before the Reprefentives of our country, 
hoping that the United States will fully provide 
funds for extricating from captivity, and rcftore us 
to our country, families, friends and connexions* 
We have perufed with fentiments of fatisfa6^ion 
and approbation, your memorial to the regency of 
Algiers, and have to obferve, that its contents ful- 
ly coincide with our fentiments on this bufinefs, 
which we truft in the Almighty, will terminate to 
the honor and iutcreft of our common country, 
notwithftanding the Jnfinuations, (of others in this 
quarter) to the prejudice of the United States. 

We truft, and hope, that the United States will 
adopt fuch efFeflual plans, in order to prevent any . 
more of our brethren fliaring otir unhappy fate, 
which unavoidably muft happon, if fome fpeedy 
and eflfeflual "kheans are not immediately put in ex- 
ecution, as we underftand the Portuguefc truce 
with this legency was agreed on for one year. 

What damps our fpirits in fome degree, is, that 
we are informed that the plague, that fatal and tre- 
mendous diforder, has given its awful alarm in the 
country adjacent. And as your unfortunate coun- 
trymen are confined during the night time in the 
flave-prifons, with fix hundred captives of other 
nations, from our crowded fituation we muft be 
^xpofed to this contagious diforder ; which nccef* 
fitatcs the fubfcribcrs to intreat you^ fir, that in 
this cafe, thofe* our friends, and of influence in 
this regency, will be authorifed by you, an<J our 

honoured 
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honoured countrymen Mr* Carmichacl and Mr» 
Short, to have a houfe taken for the refidence of the 
American maflers and Hiates, and, if poflible, the 
mariners, to (hicld them from the threatning ftorm 
of mortality and^anger. 

We make no doubt, but in cafe of Almighty's 
wralh vifiting this city of iniquity, but the dcy 
and regency would acquiefce to the propofed plan 
of humanity, which would be eftablilhing an ex- 
ample for the general welfare of mankind— -^nd 
would to pofteri^y be recorded to the immortal ho- 
nor of the United Stales^ 

The fyme time, honoured fir, and friend, be 
you affured, fot your confolation, that we the A- 
merican captives, in this city of bondage, will 
bear our fufferings with fortitude and refignation, 
, as becoming a race of men endowed with fuperior 
fouls in advcrfity. 

We are much indebted to Monficuf Skjoldebrand, 
and brother,* his Swedifti majefty's agents, in this 
city, for their humanity, and attention to the Ame- 
rican captives; and fecfourfelvcs particularly obli- 
ged to you for recommending us to the good offices 
of confuls Skjoldebrand, and Mr. Mace^ whom 
you mention to us as friends. 

With'ftntiments of gratitude and the mod pro- 
found rcfpeft, we remain, "* 

Honored fir. 

Your moft obedient 

moft humble fervants. 

The fubfcribcrs, in behalf of ourfclves and bro- 
ther fufFercrs. 

V 

RUhari 
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RkhardO'Brtefi, 1785 Mofes Uorft, 1793 
ijaac^ Stephens f ' da* Jofeph Ingrakam, do^ 

James Taylor y 1793 Michael Smithy do* 

William Wallace^ do* William Furnafs^ do* 

Samuel Caldetj do* John^Burnhamy ' do* 

William Penrofe do. John M^Shane, do. 
Tinmhy Newman do* 

To David Humphreys, Efq. &c. 



To captain O^Brien, and ike other captains, &€• 
of the United States, now fri/oners in Algiers* 

Madrid, January 12th, 1794. 

I HAVE been favoured by tbe receipt of your 
joint letter, dated 29th December, and, as I am 
about to fct out immediately for Lifbon, I ihall be 
able to do little more tban affurc you, tbat yq^r 
memorials to the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tivcs of the United States (ball be forwarded to 
^hcm in the carlieft and fafeft manner poffible. 

Having communicated to Mr. Carmichael, and 
Mr, Short, your apprehenfion that the plagiie may 
again be introduced to Algiers, from the adjacent^ 
-countries, where it is already faid to prevail; wc 
have not hefitafed to concur with you in fentiment, 
that in cafe of that dreadful event, it might be ufeful 
for you to have a houfe hired *in the country; in 
orderlo endeavour, by all human precautions, to 
prevent your falling viftims tothat terrible diforder. 
Whereupon Mr. Robert Montgorfiery, conful of 
^the United States at Alicaot, has been empowered, 
in cafe that dreadful event (liould happen, to furnifh 
Y fufficlcnt 
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fufficient money to pay for the hire of a houfe, in 
the manner^ and for jthe purpofe you propofe. ThU 
provtAonal arrangement to continue in force, until 
Mr. Montgomery (hali receive ulterior in(lr.u6tioQS 
from the g^vermnent of the United States, for coa- 
tinuing or jfufpendin^ the fame. 

I entreat you will be perfqaded, my dear and up- 
fortunate countrymen, that I receive with great 
fatisfa6lion the marks of your approbatiofi, qf the 
honed, but ineffectual efforts I have mad« in your 
favor. Would to Heaven, they had been as fuc- 
cefsful as they were diiinterefted and finccre- 

I have only to repeat, that you may at ^11 1 
limes, and on all occafipns, count uj>on the fym- 
pathetic regard 

And efteem of your real friend. 
And .affe£Honate fellow-citizen, 

D. HUMPHREYS. 

P. S. Though I have repeatedly remarked, that 
it may perhaps, (f^ particular reafons) be inexpe- 
dient for me to keep up a regular correfpondence 
with you ; yet it is proper I ftiould add, that I ftiall 
always be glad to hear from you; and- that it may 
be particularly interefting to th« government of our 
country, to receive at the earlieft poffible period,, all 
intelligence of imporUnce. 1 (hall therefore always 
he ready to communicate fuch intelligence, until 
ibme nearer, and better channel of communiqatidp 
^an be eftabli^hed* 
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CHAP. V- 



Particular anecd^USf occurrences and occafitmal remarhy 
'which thrrw /ome additional light upon the hijlory* 
\ cuftoms and manners of the Algerines^ 



TT is unpoflible foranyflave to cfcape from Algiers' 
7" by land : for if he is difcovcred by the Moors he 
>s apprehended and brought back to the city, where 
^cy receive a reward for their trouble. Thofe 
that can get on board' of French or Engliih (hips ob- 
tain their liberties, and no demand is made upon 
the commanders to deliver them up: and when- 
ever foreign veffels lie in the habour all the flavcs 
who work in the marine arc obliged to wear heavy 
chains. But by water many flavcs have efcaped, 
and the Algcrincs have in confequencc become fo 
extremely vigilant,that an cfcape is now almoft ira* 
praflicablc. 

Atttmpi of fifteen /laves to efcape* 

While the American captives were employed at 
^bly white, a fcheme was concerted between fif- 
teen Genoefe, Portuguefe, and Neapolitan flavcs, 
to make their cfcape in one of the boats that at- 
tend the pantooas* This plot had been in agita- 
tion for fcvcral weeks, and in the mean time they 

had 
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had prepared themfelves with weapons of defence, 
and all nccefl'ary articles for their voyage. About 
nine o'clock one very hot morning, in the time of 
Ramadan, while -M^c^;z^^rt^^r(?, the warden of the 
pantoon, hf afleep, thefe fifteen flaves, at the 
word of command, jumped into the boat which 
lay along fide the pantoon, and put to fea in an 
inftant. The portezero, or boatfwain of the pan- 
toon, immediately waked Montenegro, who was 
aftoniihed beyond meafure when he faw them 
under weigh, and hallowed to them in a furious 
tone of voice to return; upon which one of 
the Portu^guefe waved his naked fword in defi- 
ance, the crew gave three loud huzzas, and rowed 
with all their might towards the Spanifti coaft. 
Montenegro, dreading the confequences of this 
piece of negled, immediately fled for fafety to the 
grand mofque which (lands out of the town. 

As foon as the news was announced to the dcy^ 
he ordered men to be Rationed on eminences 
with fpy-glaffcs, to obferve the courfe they ftcercd; 
and in^hc mean time a Spanifh built boat, a fwift 
runner (which is always moored near the feat of 
the vichclhadge of the marine to be in rcadincfs 
upon any particular emergency) was inftantly or- 
dered to purfue them. The vichelhadge manned 
the boat vvith a double tire of pifc^rces, or rowers, 
and that they might purfus them with greater ex- 
pedition he embarked hlmfelf. By this time the' 
fugitives were out of fight ; but the pifcorees 
fleered dircftly towards that part of the ccean 
where they had difappeared. The vichelhadge; 
in order to encourage them to greater exertions, 
frequently threw them money, and they - rowed 
with fuch^ expedition that about noon they over- 
took the fugitives, who had fo completely exhauftcd 

them- 
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themfclves in their endeavours to cfcapc, that they 
were fcarccly able to move their oars- As foon as 
their purfuers had overtaken them they fubniitted 
without the lead rcfiftance, and paffivcly rcGgned 
thcmfelves to the fury of their purfuers, who beat 
them moft unmercifully, and after fecuring them in 
chains, brought them back to the city, where they 
arrived about four o'clock in he afternoon. They 
were immediately taken before the dcy, who order- 
ed two of the principals to be executed: and they 
were accordingly led to the fountain in front of the 
dey's palace, where they kneeled down, gnd one of 
the dey's guards with a (harp tahan fevered their- 
. heads from their body^- 

The dey obferved,that had a greater number em- 
barked he would not have pretended to have fent in 
purfuit of them ; but he naturally concluded that 
fofmalla number would foon exhauft themfelves. 

One is' apt naturally to arraign their impolicy in 
taking their departure with fo fmall a number. But 
weou^htto reflc£J upon the great difficulty and dan- 
ger of detection in afFe6ting an efcape of this na- 
ture ; fpr the very air of the country fcems to in- 
fpire the principles of villany and deception ,* fcarce- 
ly any fcheme can be concerted without detection, 
and there arc many mifcreaftts of flaves here, who 
would feel no remorfe whatever in betrayitig their 
moft intimate friends for a trifling reward. 

Montenegro, though he was pardoned after this 
event, yet he forfeited the royal favor, and was 
turned out of office ; and the pantoons have fince 
been fo well guarded that an efcape is totally 
impradlicable. 

Y 2 :^ Spmfk 
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Spanijh dtfpcrado* 

The moA turbulent and intemperate ilaves in 
Algiers are the Spaniards, who go armed with a 
dsggci^ or long knife^and a quarrel with each other 
^generally terminates in aflaflination* 

About ten o'clock one night, after the Ameri- 
can flaves had retired to reft in the Bagnio Gal- 
laro, a violent quarrel happened between two Spa- 
niardsy which made fuch an uproar in the bagnio, 
that one of the corporals, or guardians, entered 
the room with a lantern in his hand, in order to 
quell the difturbance ; and with his rope he fell to 
beating the Spaniards moft unmercifully. One of 
them, who did not relifh the chaftifemcnt very well, 
dcfTTcd him to defift, and threatened to llab hiro 
if he pcrfiftcd in beating him ; which fo irritated 
the corporal, that he dealt out his blows more fu« 
Tioufly than ever- The Spaniard grown • outra- 
geous with fuch treatment, drew his dagger and 
gave him four or five wounds, of which he inftant^ 
]y expired. By this time the fecond corporal en- 
tered the apartment, arid as he entered, the defpe- 
rate Spaniard rufhed furioufly upon him, and in 
attempting to ward ofFthe blow he received a wound 
in his arm ; upon which he immediately retreated, 
and locked himfelf up in enc of the taverns that 
ftand near the bagnio. 

The two Spaniards were now at liberty to decide 
their difpute, and they ruihed furioufly upon cacli 
other with their knives ; but the leaft dcfperatc 
of the two, after receiving fevcral wounds, made 
his efcape, and left his antagonift complete maf- 
ter of the bagnio. He now paraded the paflage 

flourifliing 
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Qoariftiing his dagger, and threatening venge^ 
ance to any one who fhould attempt to tno« 
left him- Of five or fix hundred flaves and others 
who rcfidcd there not one durft approach him, 
and he maintained the undtfputed pofleflion of the 
paffage. At this juncture the corporal of the Bag- 
nio Baleck, who was then confined by ficknefs in 
thd Spaniih hofpital, hallowed to him from his 
\tindow, and ordered him to put up his knife and 
go to bed ; but the Spaniard, who was little difpof- 
ed to obey him, challenged him with the mod 
abufive language to come down. 

In the mean time intelligence of this uproar 
was communicated to the warden of the bagnio, 
who imagined that the whole body of flaves had 
broken looi^, and he inftantiy came armed and at- 
tended by a number of men in order to quell the 
difturbaince. When he arrived at the entrance 
intd the bagnio, he commanded the Spaniard in- 
ftantiy to fubmit ; hut he was now grown more 
furious than ever, and defied the whole city. Pn- 
rlng this conference one of his own countrymen 
ftole foftly up behind him and knocked him down 
with a club* A number of men then inflantly 
fcized him, and chained bim to the wall, where 
he remained till the next morning, when he was 
taken before the dey, where he received fentcnce 
of death, and in a few minutes after his. head was 
chopped off in front of the dey's palace. 



DeUSion of a Neapolitan Jlave. 

A certain Neapolitan who kept a tavern in the 
fuburbs of the city, ^^'as one afternoon difcovered in 
company withaMoorifli woman, by fomc of the 

dey's 
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dcy's lifbcros or fpies -who chanced to ride thtt 
way. Several other flaveswho happened to be prc- 
fent at the fame time fortunately made their efcape; 
but the Neapolitan ftood motionlefs with the fudden 
furprize* The lifbcros difmounted and inftantly 
feized both him and the woman, and immediateiy 
carried them before the dey, who inflantly patTed 
fentence of death upon them both. Through the in- 
terceflBon of fome powerful friends the fentence paf- 
fed upon the Neapolitan was remitted ; but he total- 
ly forfeited the priviiege of keeping a tavern, and af- 
ter receiving 500 ftrokes upon different parts of his 
bpdy, he was.<:onfigned to hard labour among the 
common flavcs. But the woman, after receiving 
fentence, was immediately carried to the fea-fide by 
two<xccutioners, who tied a large bomb-(hell round 
one of her legs, and threw her into the fea fome 
diftance from the fhore, in the prcfence of the Amc- 
lican captives, who were then employed in the ma- 
rine. She made the moft lamentable cries, ^nd 
earnefjly entreated her executioners to permit her 
to take leave of her children ; but they were deaf 
to her entreaties. 

Sottic days aftep, by fome means or other, the 
bomb-(hell was difengaged from her leg, and fbc 
floated upon the furface of the^ water* But the AU 
gcrines were greatly aftoniftied when they found fhc 
had not been eaten by the fifh ^ a circumftance fo 
extremely (ingular, that the fuperftitious Algerines 
regarded it as miraculous, and (he was in confequ'ence 
made a marabout, and ever after venerated with*a 
kind of religious cnthufiafm. 

The dey's indignation was fo much excited at the 
atrocily of this interview, that he decreed that in 
future all thofe (laves and Mooriih women who 

(hould 
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» 
fhould be dcte£^cd together, fliould be chained with 
their backs to each other and burnt* 



Difappointrntnt oftht American JlaveSm 

Some time in 1795 an Englifli cutter from Gib* 
raltcr arrived in Atgicrs with a number of fmall 
pieces of brafs cannon, which were purchafed by 
the dey and carried to his palace. The American 
flaves, who were then at work in the marine, foon 
recognifed feyeral pcrfons of their former acquain- 
tance among the cr6w of the cutter. A general inti- 
macy took place, and they fympathifed fo feelingly 
for the diftref* of the Americans, that a fchcmc 
was concerted among them tp efFe6t their dehivcr- 
ance from this region of roifery. The crew deeply 
interefted themfelves in the accomplifhmcnt of this 
pro}cft, and communicated their intentions tothcfr 
captain, who pcrfe6tly approved of their plan, and 
promifed every afliftance in his power to facilitate 
their defign, ^ 

The fcheme devlfed between the parties was as 
follows : The Americans were to take the advan- 
tage of the firft fair wind, and in either going to, 
or returning from their labour in the marine, ac- 
cording as the wind ftiould favor them, they were 
to take poffeflSon of the Baleck boats which tranf* 
ported them, and inflantly row themfeives on board 
the cutter ; which being a very fwift failing veffel 
would fbon have wafted them beyond the reach of 
their purfuers. The inftant they had boarded the 
cutter they were to take poffciBon of her apparently 
by force, and the Britilh crev/ were to afFe6t a rc- 
firtance, that the dey might entertain no fufpicioa 
of their being privy to the confpiracy. 

The 
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The cottcf was in confequence put into com* 
plctc order, and the ncccffary inftru£tions ivcre 
given that they might ptft off and get under weiglv 
in an inftant* 

No ftaves were perhaps ever prcfented with fo 
favorable an opportunity as the prefent. But the 
mod iingular occurrence imaginable fruftrated th« 
whole fchcme^ when it was upon the point of cxc*^ 
cution. 

The captain of the cutter, on the day of their 
intended departure, went up to one of the bagnios 
in the city, were he.accldeatally fell in company 
with two rcnegado Irilhmen of his acquaintance^ 
who were dreffcd, as ufual, in the Turkifh habit. 
It was refolvcd of courfe to celebrate this unexpec-^ 
ted interview with a courfe of wine; and they drank 
lill they were all pretty well intoxicated^ While 
they were in this animated mood they found 
themfelvea f6 well difpofed for adventures,> that 
one of the renegados made a propofal.to vifit fome. 
©f the Algerinc courtezans, whick was immediate* 
ly acceded to, and our captain, who was not^ 
as may well be fuppofed', over burthened with cir- 
cumfped^ion, was conduced to a Moorifti brothel 
in the upper parts of the city^ where thefe Irilh- 
men had previoufly formed an acquaintance* 
Some of the lifbcros, who had fufpefted their de- 
figns, fecretly watched their motions, and difcov- 
er^d the retreat of our frolicfome adventurers^ Soon 
after their entry thefe li&eros ru(hcd into the bro- 
thel, and furprifed our amorous captain and his 
iriends in the height of their mirth. H^ was inftantly 
feized' atid carried before the dey, who fentenced 
him to immediate execution ; but as he was pre- 
paring to receive the reward of his folly, the Bri- 
tiih conful, who had received intelligence of the 

event. 
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event, interceded in his behalf, and the dcy re- 
;initted the fcntence, upon condition that he inftant- 
ly took his departure from Algiers. In confe- 
quence he was efcorted on board his cutter, which 
-was ordered immediately out of the harbour, and 
ftie was not even permitted tp remain to take in the 
leaft ballad. 

Thus was this fchcmc mod completely defeated 
^by this trivial incident, and the hopes of the A- 
mcricans entirely fruflrated. When they faw 
the departure of the cutter, and were informed of 
the captain's folly, they were thrown into a ftate of 
inconceivable dcfpondency. The moft fortunate 
breeze imaginable prevailed ^hen they returned 
from the marine ; but infiead of triumphing in the 
pofTeflion of their liberties, they w.cre obliged to re- 
tire to the gloomy cells of the bagnio, to indulge at 
Jeifure the poignancy of their reflexions. 

Thefe renegados were afterwards baniihed to Tu- 
nis ; not becaufe their intercourfe with the Moorifh 
nvomen was prohibited, (for the renegados are not 
deprived of this privilege) but becaufe they had 
been acceflbry to an infraction of 4he law. All the 
Tyrks were greatly rejoiced at this event, becaufe 
.thefe turbulent Irifhmen were a terror to all that 
frequented the bagnios and other public places in 
.the city. 



Flight of the Spanijh canfuU 

A FEW weeks before the American captives left 
Algiers the Spaniih conful (led to Spain, through 
apprehenfion of aflaffination by the Spanifh flaves* 
A certain muleteer called Yoban,or Spaniih John^ 
ivho was cmjployed in carrying provifions from the 

cif 
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city to the (laves at Bubly white, quarrelled with the 
clerk*, in coitfcquence of his negle£l in the pay- 
ment of a fum of money which he had lent the clerk* 
After much intemperate and abufive language the, 
Spaniard drew hisicnifc and murdered him; and 
after perpetrating this aft he fled to the city, deter- 
mined, as his cafe was defpcrate,tobe revenged uppn 
< the Spanifh conful and priefls who fuperintendcdHhe 
hofpital, as he imagined them to be the caufe of 
the detention of the Spanifti flaves *in -Algiers +• 

As foon as he arrived in town he wtnt to the con- 
ful's houfe, who fortunately happened t6 beabfent, 
and from thence to the hofpitaUwith an intention to 
murder the head pricft, who, he was informed, was 
likewifc abfent;- upon which he went into one of 
the upper apartments, where he found one.of the un- 
der priefts, whom he dabbed in four or five places; 
and then retired to the Bagnio Gallaro, where he 
paraded one of the apartments with his bloody knife 
in a podure of defence* 

In the mean time intelligence of the death of the 
clerk was fent to town; whereupon the warden 
baihaw fent one of the chief corporals^ to arrcft the 
murderer, and to take him before the dey. The cor- 
poral 

• A firivaftf or clerk, always attends the flaves at 
their labour, and calls over their names at Bubly white 
every night and morning. 

+ Mahy of thefc flaves arc criminals, who fly from 
juRice in their ^wn country and become voluntary flaves 
inAlgtcts, whom the Spanifli government refufes io 
ranfom ; a matter which they impute entirely to the in- 
fluence of their conful and pricils,whom they fuppofe to 
be the fole caufe of their flavery, and confequcntly thcjr 
arc ever the objefts of their hatred and indignation* 
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jporal enquired his motive in committing Such an 
atrocious a<S, and-Yoban anfwercd him very com- 
pofedly, that his intent was *o be revenged upon the 
<onful and priefis. He alleged, that they had 
appropriated, to theiif own private purpofes, all the 
monies that had been fcnt by the Spaniih govern- 
ment Ibr the ranfom of the Spaniards, and he 
.afTurcd the corporal that a confpiracy was formed 
arnong the flaves, and though he had failed, yet 
others would fuccecd in accompliftiing their deftruc- 
^lon. 

After tills converfation Yohan furrendered him- 
felf a prifoner. The corporal bound him, and im- 
mediately condu£)ed him to the palace, where he 
^was executed- 

When the exiftence of this confpiracy was an- 
nounced to the conful and priefls, they embarked 
on board a Spanifliveffel in great confternation,and 
iet fail from Algiers in the height of the plague. 
A(ter attempting to land at Carthagena, Alicant, 
and other ports of Spain, where they were rcfufed 
admiflSon, they (leered fbr the ifland of M^inorca, 
where the conful was under the necefEty of being 
Jancled naked upon a rock. Provifions and cloth- 
ing were furnilhed him, and a hut was built for his 
accommodation, where he was con'fined till he was 
adjudged to be out of danger pf theinfe£lion ; after 
which he arrived in Spain, and thus cfcaped the me- 
ditated vengeance of the Spaniih flarves» After beat- 
ing about the Mediterranean for nearly a month, the ^ 
priefls arrived at Marfeilles about two weeks after 
the Americans, where they were obliged to pcr- 
iorm quarantine for the fpace of a hundred daj'^s. 

Z 
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The Renegado* 

The renegades are fuch as relinquifli their own 
religion and embrace the Mahometan faith ; but this 
clafs of men have of late betrayed fo much villany, 
that they (uAain the mod indifferent characters oJF 
any people in Algiers. This will not appear fingu* 
lar when we confider that thefe apoflates arc gene« 
rally fuch as fly from juftice in their own country ; 
and befides, none but the mod abandoned Ghridian 
YV'X)uld renounce his religion for the fallacy of Ma* 
homctanifm* 

It is no wonder 4ben that fo little ^ncouragemetU 
ihould be given to this order of men, and though the 
Mahometans formerly confldered the converfion of 
Chriflian flaves as the moft meritorious a£t, yet at 
prefent'it.is perhaps totally impradicable for a (lave 
to change his religion i becaufe in fuch cafes the 
government is deprived. both.pf their labour and the 
benefit of their ranfora* 

The prefent number of renegades in Algiers is 
very fmall. After they are initiated into the ,pror 
feffion of their new faith, they officiate in th#^ca- 
,^rees in the capacity of Turkilh foldiers, and are 
admitted to the participation of fimi lar privileges; 
hut they are prohibited from leaving the kingdom qf 
Algiers under penalty of death, and are never de- 
Jivered up upon the demand of their nation* 

Not long fince the captain of a French privateer, 
that had 4>rought an Englifli prize into Algiers, 
flogged a Genpefe failor wha had been (hipped on 
board the privateer. The Genoefe in confequencc 
was fo exafperated, that he made his cfcapc from the 
^cflcl, and went to one of the marabouts with a de^ 
termination to abjure his 4:eligion; to whom hefoex- 

agg eratcd 
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aggcratcd the cruelty of the Chrlftiansy that he was 
admitted into the order <5f the prophet. 

After a refidence of two months in Algiers an 
Englifh frigate arrived with difpatches to the BritiQi 
conful, and our renegado, difgufted with his new 
Situation, and regretting the renunciation of his rc- 
iigion, was rcfolved to efcape on board the frigate. 
Accordingly he w^nt down to the fhore one morn- 
ing as foon as the port of the marine was opened, 
and Gripped himfelf in order to fwim on board. But 
after fcveral ineffe6tual attempts, he was difcovered 
by the vichelhadge of the marine, with only his 
handkerchief lied round his middle. He was im- 
mediately fcized and brought into the (kiff, where 
he received feveral hundred blows ; after which be 
was conduced to the palace where he was executed. 



The Muleteer* 

The cellars, or lower apartments of the houfe^ 
of the Algerines are converted into ftables, and 
their horfes and mules pafs through the fame door 
with the family ; and the fame arrangements ajc 
made even in the palace, where fore^n confuls, 
agents, vifitors, horfes, mules, affes and the dey of 
Algiers, all pafs through the fame door, where 
two Turkifti foldiers are ftationcd with a red ftaff 
to guard the pafTage. 

Not long before the arrival of the Americans in 
Algiers, a certain Spanilh muleteer, wjio had been 
employed in carrying out the dirt of the palace in 
bafkets fufpended at each fide of the mule, by fomc 
means or other had procured a key, by which he could 
unlock the door of the treafury, which is kept in the 
palace, where iramenfe quantities of gold and fil- 

ver 
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ver arc dcpofitcd. WbcBCvcr this muleteer was 
ordered to the palace he filled the lower part of his 
bafkets with monjjy, and covered it with dirt ; and 
thus pafled undete61edy till he had by this means 
ranfomed feveral of his countrymen. But his ava- 
rice increafcd with his riches ; "and one day when 
he was fcnt to remove the rubbifti of the palace, he 
ftolc into the treafury as ufual, and carried away 
fuch an enormous Joacl, that in paffing through the 
court the great weightof the gold burfted the bottom 
of one of the bafkets, and the money fell down upon 
the marble pavement with fuch anoife that it refoun- 
ded through all he palace. A great uproar enfued, 
and the poor muleteer ftood petrified with aftonifh- 
nient. The Turkilh guards infianlly feizcd hire 
and carried him before the dey, where he was 
ftridly examined ; but he would neither betray 
his accomplices, nor difcover the place where 
he had concealed his treafure. His punifhment, as 
may naturally be fuppofed, was the lofs of his 
head ; and (hortly after Iris death a part of the mo- 
ney he had purloined was found in the walls of the 
Bagnio Baleck, and a confiderable quantity was 
buried without the town, where he had carried the 
dirt of the palace. 

Since this accident the doors of the treafury can 
only be opened by^three keys, which arc feverally 
kept by the dey, the caflan-ajee, and the aga, and 
no money can be taken from thence without their 
joint attendance. 



JnecdoU of an American lad* 

It is impoflible to conceive the confternation 
that always prevails among the Haves in the pa- 
lace. 
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lacc. Every one is in continual apprelienfion of 
tofing his life, and when any order is given, it is 
executed with the greateft terror and expedition 
imaginable. 

Among the number of the dey's fervants were 
two lads, the one a a American and the other a 
Spaniard, who perfonally attended the dcy in the 
tiprper apartments of the palace, and had the -charge 
of his v^rardrobe. The Span i(h lad, conceiving fome 
enmity againft the American, concerted a fchcme 
to be revenged upon him. 

One mornmg the dey, ihrending to ride out to 
his country feat, ordered the American lad in a 
great hurry to bring him a (hirt *. The lad ran 
inftantly into the wardrobe, where he met the *Spa- 
ni/h boy, who gave hirir- a fhirt without an*<3pcning 
in the topj and he being in too great a hfirry to 
examine it, carried it immediately to the dey, who 
by this time flood naWd to receive it ; but in at- 
tempting to put it on, it became fo entangled about 
his head that he could fcarcely difcngage hlmfelf ; 
and apprehending, that a con fpi racy was formed* 
againft his life, he fcreamed out with the greateft 
terror imaginable. As foon as he had difent^ng^Ied 
himfelf he feized his tahan, and ran naked out of 
the room to murder the boy, who fled for .refuge 
ihtp a diftant apartment. The dey hallowed^ to' 
^ him with the moft vengeful tone of voice fti'^^rlftfr^^. 
upon which the boy came before him trciSfellmg^and^ 

'terli!?ed^ 

• *- t 

* The'ftiirts that are worn by the Algcrines arc fent* 
from the Levant. Th^y . ar^ , made of muflin, SSd' 
formed fomethiiig like jTacks v^'ithout openings at top,' 
which arc made to'fuit thel <^nvenicnce of the wearer 
after they are brought 10 A'%^^s. 
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terrified half to death, crrtlrely ignorant of the 
caufe that had fo much excited the dey's indigna- 
tion. By this time his paffioa had a little fubiided, 
and inftead of murdering the boy, be beat him fo 
unmercifully with a rope, that it was ncQeffary to con- 
vey him to the hofpital, where he was confined far 
a week ; after which he was employed In the low- 
er apartments of the palace among the inferior claf- 
fes of fervanls» 



An expedition to gather cane^ 

Once in every year all the flaves are ordered into 
the country to cut cane, which generally hap- 
pens on the firft Friday in January, and this cane is 
ufed for the purpofe of lathing their houfes. 

The 3d of January 1794^ was the firft time 
that (he American captives went out upon one of 
thefe cane-gathering expeditions. The part of the 
country to which they were ordered, lies about a 
league beyond the gate of Bubazoon. Here they tra- 
verfed a number of cane fields without any permiffion 
from the owners, and each flave, after haying collec- 
ted two bundles as large as he could carry, repaired 
witii them fo a pa.riicuiar enclofure, which was ap- 
poiiiled as the place of general rendezvous, where 
♦ tbe^ vi&KM^i a dgc of the marine, the warden balhaw, 
and other ^ft'^rdens attended on horfeback, An en- 
teruinment, was provided at the expence of the fcri- 
van grandee, or'Tiead citerk of the dcy, and the 
warden bailiaw obliged.the^ la.yern keepers to fend a 
Aipply of wine for the qc^eijfipn. Ail provifions, 
wines, and other articles neceflary for the- entertain- 
ment, were brought' out by th6 muleteers in bafkcts. 
Upon a part of the enclofure feparatefrom the flaves, 
-■^.'x-., ' . the 
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the vichclhadge, the warden baftiaw, and the other 
' wardens fat crofs leg'T? " upon napkins, and their food 
was fcrved up to thenrin earthern platcs,which were 
placed upon the ground before them. After rega- 
ling themfeivesy a fervant poured water upon their 
hands and they retired ; and the ilaves were then 
permitted to take their feats upon a different part of 
the enclofurc, where a number of wooden bowls 
. were plaeedf filled with vinegar and oil, in which 
they foaked their bread, and with this coarfe diet 
finilhed their repa(^. After this the muleteer dif- 
tributed the wine among them, without any kind of 
order. All thofe who had neglefted to provide them- 
felves with veffels, received no (hare, which was the 
misfortune of the Americans ; but the old flaves 
took care to furnifh themfelves with a number of 
horns and bottles for the occafion. 

This feaft terminated at the found of a trumpet* 
All the flaves then fhouldered their bundles, and 
marched in "Gles up%to the gardens of the aga and 
caffan-ajee, which were upon the top of a high 
mountain, where they dcpofitedat each garden about 
50 or 60 of thefe bundles, and the remainder were 
taken to the dey's gardens, which lie, at the diftance 
of about three miles, Upon another quarter of the 
town ; from whence they r(ppaired to the bagnios, 
and thus terminated the labour of the day. 



Difiribution of clothing. 
t 
The Friday immediately fucceeding this exac- 
tion was the day appointed for diftributing clothing 
to the flaves, which happens only Once in every 
year. It is a day of general feflivity, and all the 
flaves are exempted from labour. Early in the 

morning 
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morning on this day, they were drawn up in two 
files in a court adjoining \h palace, where the 
vichclhadge,.^and a nunaber of^his attcndan ts /crved 
out to each flave in order a fuirof clothes in the 
Turkifh fafhion, rolled up in a fmall bundle. 
This fuit confided of a pair of (hort woolen trow* 
fers, and a jacket foniewhat in the form of a fack^ 
without either buttons or fleevcs ; a coarfe linen 
fhirt with ftiort fleeves, and a pair of pampoojts^ or 
(hoes . made of yellow leather. During the diftri* 
bution, the dey prefented himfelf from an upper 
apartment, and looked down upon them with a Read- 
faft countenance, and' without the lead change of 
podure during the whole time. As foon as they 
were withdrawn from the court,great numbcrsof Jew* 
lib and Moorilh chapman appeared, to whom many of 
the flaves fold their whole fuit for lefs than a fequin^ 
Jo^rder to raife a little money for the purpofe of celc* 
brating the day. Thus would many of thefe poor 
wretches, for the fake of a naomentary gratification^ 
go nearly naked all the year, and trud to the gene- 
rofity of others for a fupply. 

The Americans hound in chains* 

Though Mr. Barlow was highly eftecmed by 
tbc Amerean captives for his benevolence, affabilityy^ 
and unremitted exertions to procure their freedom,, 
yet it feems that Mr. Donaldfon, who was of an aur 
ftere difpofition, was not equally the obj eft of their 
crteem; and an occurrence took placf that procured 
him the irreconcileable hatred of all the American 
captives. * * 

After he had refidecj nearly nine montj^s in AI-' 
giers, waiting for the neceffary fums to carry the 
treaty into effcft, the Americans, who had become- 
extremely 
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extremely impatient at the delays, waited upon him 
one morning in a body, and rcqucftcd a definitive^ 
anfwer, whether there was any cxpeftaffbn that they 
would ever be reie^ed from flavery ? ,Kut inftead of 
deignitig an aSable reply to a fet _of men grown 
frantic with their misfortunes and the gloomy an- 
ticipaftion of being cnflaved forlife^after foftering the 
pleafinghope of a fpecdy deliverance, he bade them, 
in an imperious tone of voice, to begone immediately 
from his lodgings, or he would find means to com- 
pel them. 

Irritated by fuch hauteur of conduft in the 
American agent, they became very turbulent, and 
anfwered him, that they would not depart till they 
had received fome information upon the fubjeft. 
But Mr. Donaldfon, was not to be intimidated 
into an explanation, and lodged information in the 
marine of the proceedings of the Americans, who 
immediately difperfed ; and in confequence of 
fuch condu6l in an irritable agent, they were load- 
ed with heavy chains for the fpace of three weeks; 
till the Swedi(h confuTs brother, who was aftuated 
by a little more humanity, interceded in their be- 
half, and procured their releafe. 

Thus we often meet with men whofe heart* are 
fo delicately impreffed with the fofter did^ates of 
philanthropy, ihat they are ever ready to extend 
their benevolence to all mankind ; while oljiers, 
without the lead emotion, would fubje(Sl their own 
countrymen to chains and mifcry. But we may 
obferve perhaps by way of apology, that Mr. Do- 
nald fon's frequent indifpofition might have been 
the caufe of his petulancy towards his countrymen. 
At his arrival in Algiers he was fo much affliAed 
with the gout that he was obliged to be fupported 

as 
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as he wali^ed, aad wasfubjc£l to other iafirmitics 
during his redd e nee there* 



Succejfion of ViehelhadgcS' 

The vichclhadge of the marine who prelidcrf 
previous to the arrival of the Americans, was icni 
to the Levant with a confiderable quantity of 
money, to build a mofque in honor of the dcy* 
But the veffei in which he failed was never heard 
of afterwards, and it was fuppofcd that this trea- 
-fure had tempted the crew to murder him. 

After his departure the Bakck Bafhaw officiated 
in his place, till the dey lofing all hopes of his 
return, elected one of his relations to this office^ 
who had lately come from the Levant with a new 
frigate as a prefent to him. In confequcnce of this 
eledlion, the Spanifh conful, who occupied the houft 
of the former vichelhadge after his abfence, refigncd 
it to the new vichelhadge, and it was repaired 
for his reception. 

* While fome of the Moorifti ipafon? were enga- 
gaged in removing the old pavement in one of the 
lower apartments,they difcovercd a cheft of money, 
containing feverat thoufand dollars, fuppofed tp 
have been depofiied there by Cedelli-, a former 
vichelhadge. This cheft thefe very honeft Moors 
conveyed to the dey, whoftill entertained lb ftrong 
an enmity againft Cedelli, that he refufed to ac- 
cept any thing belonging to him ; but iflued orders 
that it (hould be diftributed among the officers of 
the marine, the Moorifti carpenters, and the 
flaves. 

The new vichelhadge refcmblcd none of^bis prc- 
deceflbrs in ferocity of difpofition. He was a man 

of 
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of great feniibilityy and fo little calculated for this 
boiflerous employmejnty that he rcfigncd his office 
within a month after his ele£iion ; and another 
vichelhadge was chofen fliortly after the Amei^icans 
left Algiers. 



Anecdote tf an American black. 

It is cuftomary whenever the flaves have finiflicd 
tlic careening of the cruizcrs, to fire three guns from 
one of the caftlcs, as a fignal for her to take in her 
ballafty gunsy and other neceiTary articles for a 
cruife. At this time the vichelhadge of the veffel, 
at. the captain's expence, prepares an entertainment 
for the flaves. A quantity of rice, maihed wheat, 
and three or four flieep are boiled together in a large 
copper kettle on the mol«« The muttoh is generally 
^iftributed among the Moorifh carpenters and caulk- 
ers, and the kettle with the cuzcuz is then taken on 
board the vcflel, where it is ferved out to the 
Moors and flaves with a long iron ladle. 

One day,after careening a veflel and bringing the 
kettle aboard, a great number of the Moors and 
flaves thronged round to receive their fliare, and 
among the reft an American black named Scipio. 
While a general competition for being ferved firft 
jprevailed, one 0/ the Americans took Scipio by the 
heels, and pitched him head foremoft into the kettle, 
where he remained till one of the Moors dragged 
hiiiivout. A great laughter fucceeded, and pcor 
Scipio received no other injury Jhan that of 
being well white waflied with cuzcuz. This occur- 
rence-did not, however, difcourage the company from 
eating, and it is faid that a part of this cuzcuz was 
-tflcrwards fent to the dey. 

Spanif 
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SpaniJIi deftrter* 

A Spaniard, by the name of Modris, wTio dc- 
fcrtcd from a Spaniih veflel at Oran, was brought 
to Algiers by the Moors, where he was- made a 
flave, till the Spaniih conful interceded for him and 
procured his liberty. He received hkd into Ks 
houfe, where he wns well treated, and promifed 
that he fhould return to Spain by the firft veffel that 
arrived at Algiers. But the Spaniard*, neither ac- 
tuated by gratitude for the favors conferi-ed upon 
him, nor a deiire to return home, ftole one of the 
conful*s horfcs and "a confidcrable fum of money, 
and with this booty he took his departure into the 
mountains among the Moors, where -he remained 
fome months, till his money was all expended ; 
after which they brought him to town and took him 
before the dey, who fcntcnced him to receive fe- 
veral hundred blows ; and the was the« appointed 
to the office of Ivffidori^ or bcliows-blower in the 
bhckfmith's (hop on the mole, where he continued 
till the plague i« 1796 releafc^ him from bondage. 



Tht ^ffeSs ofjcalovfym 

No people in the world are addicted to fuch in- 
temperate jealoufy as the Turks, and this will not 
appear lingular when we confider that all intercourfc 
betwecnthe fexes is prohibited before marriage; hence 
It rarely happens that a woman obtains th^objeft 
of her afFed^ions, and a Turk when he finds himfelf 
unable to-excite the cfteem, becomes morecaufious in 
fecuring the pcrfon of his wife ; but all this rigour 
fervcs only as a ftimulus to incontinence, and Jn 

confequcnce 

Digitized by VjOU*^lt^ 



DESCRIPTION OF ALGIERS. 277 

confcqucncc the fpirit of intrigue is fo prevalent 
among the women, that frequently in the abfence 
of their hufbands, they fcncl their confidants into 
the ftreets to invite ftrangcrs irito their houfes, for 
the purpofe of indulging an illicit love. 

One of the wives of the captain of tlie port, or 
agent in the marine, who prefided previous to the 
arrival of the Americans, happened to fall in love 
with a young Couloly, whom fhe frequently faw 
paiEng and repafling in the ftreets. As the Turk 
was engaged the principal part of the day in the 
marine, it afforded the Couloly a moft favorable 
opportunity for frequent interviews, and he con- 
tinued this amorous correfpondence, till fome inti- 
mation of it was whifpercd to the hufband, who 
hired two Moorifh fpies,to keep watch near his houfc 
in his abfence. 

After continuing their watch a few hours the 
Ceuloly made his appearance, and entered the 
iioufe ; upon which intelligence was immediately 
•conveyed to the Turk, who haftened with all ex- 
pedition from the marine, boiling with revenge a- 
gainft his rival, whom he detefled in the paflage 
of his houfe. An immediate conflift enfued, and 
the Couloly, after receiving feveral flight wounds, 
made his efcape. The Turk then fcizcd his wife 
by the neck, and as an expiation for the crime of 
which he had fuppofed her guilty, he choaked her 
to death* ^ 

When the dey received intelligence of this tranf- 
^flion he inftituted a ftri<^ enquiry into the matter. 
He acknowledged the right of the Turks to put 
their wives to death ; they being confidered as 
merely the property of their hufbands ; but when 
»it .^pearcd, upon examination, that the woman 

was 
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was in a ftate of pregnancy at her death, he was 
I'iolently enraged, and obferved, that though the 
Turk might exercife this privilege with impunity 
upon his wife, yet he had no power whatever over 
the life of the infant* In confequence of this crime 
he was excluded from his office ; but he was after- 
wards promoted to the command of a cruifer, by 
whom captain M*Shanc and his crew were cap- 
tured. 



Neapolitak confpiracy* 

The Haves of Algiers are generally Spaniard&, 
Portuguefe, Genoefe, Neapolitans and others, whofe 
nations are at war with this regency* Some of thefie 
flaves have been confined 40 years in -Algiers, where 
4hey have endured every calamity that can be in- 
Aided on human nature. 

About 40 years ago a fcheme was concerted be^ ' 
tween about 50 Neapolitans and 150 Turks, te 
make their efcape to Algiers, where they fuppofed 
they would be highly rewarded forcfFefling the de- 
liverance of Juch a number of Turks. According- 
ly after murdering the officers and crew, and taking 
poffcffion of a Neapolitan galley, they fet fail and 
arrived fafely in Algiers, where they were for fome 
time highly carcffed by the Turks, till the king of 
Naples A^nt to the dey, and defircd that he nright 
make flaves of them* This requeft was readily 
complied with, and fome of thefe wretched JMeapo- 
iitans are ftill .flaves in Algiers* 
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Axmrict of the former dey^ 

The forincr dey of Algiers, whofe name, if I 
tniftake not, was Mahomet Bafliaw, was the moft 
miferly dey that ever reigned. It is faid that his 
avarice increaf^fd with his ageto fuch a degree, that 
he would amufe himfelf in huntTng for afgers * in 
the ftreets, which he wovrfd take up on iMt ends of 
his fingers raoiftened with fpittle. 

In changing his clothes one day, he- happened 
to leave a few of^ thcfe afpcrs i» his apartment, 
which the captain Proor+ of the palace took the 
liberty of converting ta his own tife, not fuppofing 
that fo trifling a fum belonged to the fovcreign of 
Algiers* But the dey was greatly cxafperated 
when he miifed his afpers, and upon e?camination 
it was found that they had been purloined by the 
captain Proorj who^ in coiifequence loil his head. • 



Naxml expeditions*'* 

Shortly after captain, 0*Brien^*s arrival in Al- 
giers, one Jame? Hall, belonging to his crew, who 
was*an expert feaman, was^ifcd to the office of por- 
tczero, or boatfwain in ^ cruifcr, formerly a French 
frigate, which went out upon a cruife againft the Ne- 
apolitans. 

* Arf afper is a fmall thin piece of fquare tin lefs than 
a penny in value. 

+ The captain Proor is the head fwccpcr, and accor- 
ding to cudora he is alway^s fet ^c liberty whenever a 
peace is concluded with any nation^ 
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apoHtans. Great preparations had been made, and 
the dey promifed hirofclf great fuccefsm this expedi- 
tion, in which his whole fleet fet fail. Some days 
after they left Algiers jhe frigate fell in with a Nea- 
politan cruifer, and a fmart engagement enfued, in 
which the frigate foon ftruck to the Neapolitans. 
An Algerinc xebeck which happenwl to be in com- 
pany, (beared off when (he faw the fate of the fri- , 
gate. The Neapolitans did not think proper to 
purfue her ; but after taking out all the beft hands, 
from the frigate, and putting them, on board thcir^ 
own cruifer, they ftood in for Naples with their 
prize. Towards evening they became nearly be- 
calmed, and the Algerinc xebeck in confequcnce 
deemed this a favorable opportunity for recovering 
the frigate. Accordingly the crew were ordered to 
their oars, and (he immediately bore down upon the 
prize : upon which the men whd had charge of her, 
finding they were In danger of being overhauled, 
took to their boats, after fetiing fire to a match by 
whicTi they intended to blow her up ; but fome of 
the old Moors who were left on board, broke loofc 
from their confinement, and prevented the explofion; 
foon after which (he was re-captured by the xebeck, 
and carried into Bona for the purpofe of receiving 
the neccfTdry repairs* 

Though the Neapolitans by tKis unfortunate event 
loft the frigate, yet they fecured the crew, and car- 
ried them to Naples where they were made (laves. 
After the return of the xebeck, Mr. Donaldfon 
wrote to Naples in HalTs behalf, who was foon af- 
ter liberated and entered on board an £ngli(h 
frigate. 

Upon the return of the Algerinc fleet the dey 
was mod violently cxafperated at the lofs of the 
Algerinc crew ; iqjmediate preparations were made 

for 
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for another expedition, and the cruifers were pro- 
mifed an^cxtraordinary reward for every Neapoli- 
tan they ihould take. But after fcouring the Medi- 
terranean for feveral weeks, they only captured a 
few Neapolitan and Maltefe boats, which were 
bound to Sicily ; the crews of which were carried 
to Algiers and made ilaves« 



Departure of the Americans from Algier'sf - 

The principal part of the Neapolitan flavcs 
were exchanged for Turks at the time the Ameri- 
can captives were tanfomed, and embarked with 
\\\c Americans in the (hip La Fortune, under the 
command of captain Calder, which was originally 
dellincd for Leghorn. - 

From the iith to the 13th' of July 1796, they 
wetc engaged in making the neccffary preparations 
for their voyage. The 13th in the evening they 
hauled out rnto the harbour, and on the 14th in 
the morning they prepared to get under weigh. 
At this time a frelh wefterly breeze prevailed, and 
owing to fome negleft in bracing the yards, the 
lliip was very near being driven ftern forenaoft up- 
on the rocks near Porta Pifcou, which obliged, 
them to let go their anchor immediately ; upon 
which the captain of the port came aboard in a 
great rage, and ftruck captain Calder feveral blows; 
Galled him a fans fuffeeda, and afked him how 
he dared to get under weigh before he came. The 
vcffel was then warped up to the mole, and a num- 
ber of the Mooriih guard-boats towed her out of 
ibc harbour. 

About two hours after they had hoiftcd foil, one 

oiflhe Neapolitans w^s feizcd with the plague, and 

A a 2 * being 
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being apprehcnfive that the contagion would fprcati 
among the crew, they put about] the ftiip and flood 
in for Algiers, with an intention to land the Nea- 
politan. As foon as they had hoided a (ignal a 
a boat came off and took him afhore ; but the 
vichelhadge would not fufFer hira to be landed, 
and ordered him Immediately back to the vef- 
fel. 

After they had been under weigh about half an 
hour, the dey, receiving information of what had 
pafled y ordered a number of the pifcorees to go in 
purfuttof her, who foon after returned and brought 
back the Tick Neapolitan* 

But their misfortune,, did not terminate he.re ; for 
the day after another Neapolitan wasdifcovered to 
have the plague, of which he died ftiortly after ; 
and the fucceeding day captain Baily was feized 
with the dlforder, and alfo died. The forccaftle 
of. the veffel was then converted into an hofpital, 
and two Americaris who had had the plague in Al- 
giers .were appointed to attend them. Great pre- 
cautions were then taken to prevent the conta- 
gion from fpreading* The crew kept themfclves 
in conftant motion, their clothes were aired and the 
decks were kept continually walhed, and by thefc 
.means its progrefs was effedlually checked. 

At this time they refolved to alter their courfc; 
and, as they knew they would not befuffered to 
enter the port of Leghorn, they ftood in for Mar- 
feilles, where they were obliged to ride quarantine 
for 80 days. As foon as they had performed <jua« 
rantine all the Neapolitans who had arrived in La 
Fortune were imprifoned, ^s their nation was then 
'at war with the French republic; but they wer* 
foon after liberated and fent to Naples, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

SiccinB account of Algiers in the time of Pinchinin. 

THE city of Algiers has undergone confiderablc 
alterations in the ftatc of its fortifications, go- 
vernment, cuftoms, and manners, &c. fincc the 
year 1640, the time of their famous admiral Hali 
Pinchinin. 

The ancient wall of the city ftili remains ; but 
fcarcely any vifible veftiges exift <.i the ditch 
which extended the whole length of the wall on 
the land fide. This ditch was about fixteen feet 
wide, and of a proportionable depth ; and ferved as 
a recepticle for the filth of the city. The inhabit- 
ants derived but little advantage from this wall, as 
no military force was ftationed behind it for the 
defence of the city. t 

All the ftreets were chained up at night ; ex- 
cept that which extended the whole length of the 
city from the pprt of Babloct, between the great 
niofque and the dey's palace, to the gate of Buba- 
zoon. 

The principal part of the garrifon was lodged in 
five large public edifices, with fpacious courts in 
the middle, which ferved as armories. Each of thefc 
contained about 600 foldiers, wh<^were fupported 
at the public cxpcnce ; each of whom were ac- 
commodated with a feparatc apartment. But ma- 
ny of the principal Turks were lodged in large 
houfes called Fofiducas, which belonged to pri- 
vate pcrfons. 

^ The 
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The caftlc called AlcMzabar was that part of the 
city which lay to the fouthward, divided by a wall 
which began at the rampart on the ea(l fide, and 
extended to that on the weft. 

About three hundred paces from the ihore 
ftood a fmall ifland, that was joined to the city by 
a mole which was finiflied in the year 1533, ^"^ 
intended for the prote£lion of veSeb. This mole 
was carried away by a violent tcmpeft in the be* 
ginning of the year 1662, which occafioned im^ 
menfe deAnidiion ancK>ng the (htpping. 

Without the city there were feveral inconfider- 
able fcwrtreffcs ; (he piincipal of which was thai 
built by HaiTan Baihaw in the year 1545 at the ^ 
place where Charles V* pitched his tent in 1541.. 
This fortrefs is ftill in exiftence, and is called the 
imperial caftle* 

The inhabitants amounted to about loo^ooo ; of 
which i2>ooo were Turkifli foldiers^ 30,000 flaves 
of various nations, and the remainder citizens of 
Algiers, who confifted of Moors, Morefcos, Jews, 
and fome Chriftian merchants. 

The fupreme authority was, as at pirefent, vefted 
in the dey, or,, as he was then called, t)ie baChaw, 
who was frequently honored with the appellation of 
Sultan^ with which he was hfghly pleafcd. 

His (ituation appears to have been more precarious 
th^» than at prefent, and he was in continual apprc- - 
henfion of mutiny among the Turkifh foldiers ; efpe- 
ciajly if their monthly wages were withheld. His ■ 
principal ftudy, therefore, was to make punctual pay- ' 
mcnts at every new moon, and if he delayed thcfe 
payments three hours after they were due, he was 
in great danger either of being murdered 6r imprlf> 
foiled^ 

The 
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The dey was obliged to be very circumfpeft in 
taking no more than his due proportion of all 
prizes ; for othcrwife he was in danger of immedi- 
ate execution by an incenfed foldicry ; as happen* 
ed in September 1661, when Ramadan Bafhaw, 
who then prefided, adjudged to himfelf a great- 
er proportion of prize-wheat than was his due* 
This proceeding caufed an immediate infurredtion 
of the foldiers, who cut his throat, and maffacred 
twenty-eight of the divan, ,whofe bodies were 
thrown to the dogs in the flreets. The reft were 
obliged to make their efcape in a fifhing boat, to 
avoid the fury of the foldiers, in which they were 
afterward^ captured by the Maltefe and made flaves. 

After the death of Ramadan, another Bafhaw, 
-whom they had imprifoned fome years before for 
negle£\ in making pundual payments, was brought 
out and elected to the fovereignty of Algiers, whom 
they exhorted to a more virtuous condu^ in admin- 
ifiration. 

But within three days after, he forgot their in- 
jui)£tions, and meditated nothing but the deftru6)ion 
of an aga, who had been accefibry to his imprifon- 
nient. In the execution of this defign he promifed 
10,000 patacoons * to two foldiers if they would 
niurder him# With this intention they went to the 
aga's houfe, an4^ requefted to fpeak with him. 
*But the flaVe who came out, fufpeSing their inten- 
tions by their countenances, anfwered that his maf- 
tcr was not ^t home* 

When intelligence was announcfed to the aga of 
the dcy's defigns, he urged a complaint to the fol- 
diers, who feizcd him and threw him into a dark 
dungeon, where he received, his food through a 
fmall hole, aiui only had room enough to fit down. 
^ The 

*,Thc patacoon isaSpaniflx coin about 84 cents invalu-- 
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The ncccffity of pun£iua1 payment, often obliged 
the dey to procure money by every (inifter means in 
his povirer: even by the violation or mifconftrudton 
of treaties. And this imperious neceSky induced him^ 
to ri(k a rupture with Great Britain in i66r-, by* 
making prize (contrary to their treaty of peace) of 
the property and perfons of foreigners that had been 
{hipped on board of Britifh veflfels* In confequence 
of this infra6^ion of the treaty, th&carlof Sand-^ 
'wick was drfpatched to Algiers^ with a fleet of eigh- 
teen fail of the line, to demand !rcftitution« The ad- 
miral entered the harbour, the 2 2d of Auguft, and 
difpatched his lieutenant* with bis credentials on 
fhore to demand fatisfia€^ion, which the dey .and 
divan were notdifpofed to grant* In confequence,. 
the Britifh confui 5^as brought on board the 'fleet, 
and the admiral, after pouring a volley of grape 
Ihotinto the city, and battering down Xeveral h^fes^ 
took his departure. 

The principal ftudy of the dey was the con- 
ftant praftice of impofiti0n^ipon nations with whom 
he was in alliance* Their veflfek were frequent- 
ly feized, and the captains conftrained^ by corporal 
puni(hment| to con fefs that the property belonged 
toother nations^ Indeed it was- an arduous^ tafk 
for him to avoid foreign dtfputes, and<^at the fame 
time promote harmony. at hoase. He was fenfi- 
ble that the eftabliftiment of peace with other na- 
tions Would have a tendency to abridge his per- 
quifites, and a want of finances to difchargc the 
ncceflary demands, would expofc him to the fury 
of a mutinous foldiery. Treaties of peace were 
therefore neccfTarily violated, . and as he derived 
the principal part of his revenue from captured 
vcffels, he was feldom at peace ifvith any na- 
tion » 

The 
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The 12,000 men that conftituted his ordinary 
forces, confifted chiefly of the rcfufe of Turkey, 
and of renegados who had fied for refuge frpm 
Europe ; for Algiers was fuch a perfect afylum 
for villany, that even thofe who had offended the 
Grand Signior himfelf found protection upon their 
arrival there, as was the cafe in 1640* 

One Sigala, the fon of a Gcnoefc re;negado a 
famous admiral of the fame name, had been ap-^ 
pointed to the command of a fquadron of galleys* 
belonging to the Grand Signior Morad IV. which 
brought home the annual tribute of Egypt. Sigala 
on his return anchored his fleet in fome of the ports 
of Greece, where he went on ihore fo devote part of 
his titnc to the women* While he was he're indulg- 
ing himfelf * in every gratiflcatibn, the Malteie ran 
into the pott, and captured the vcflcl which was 
ireighted with the treafure. I^igala, to avoid 'the^bow 
Aring,£et fail immediately with his galley to Algiers, 
where he fubfifted by piracy till he was pardoned by 
Ibrahim the fucceflbr of Morad. 

Algiers was at this time a kind of military re- 
-public^ and the dey was fo perfcflly under the con** 
troul of the foldicry, that without their concurrence 
he could ^o nothing* If they approved of his or- 
ders they were executed, and if not, the dey was 
compelkd to relinquiflilhem. 

In the year 1642/ a tributory king, refufing to 
•pay tribute, appeared with an army to (hake oflp the 
Alge^inc yoke. Yufef, the reigning dey, defirous 
of being exempted from the command of the expe- 
dition, pretended indifpoiition. But the foldiers 
were not difpofed to receive his excufe, and com- 

E'lled him to embark in one of his galleys ; and 
ft he fliould dcfert them, he was efcortcd by an- 
other 
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other galley, and was obliged to fubmit to being 
difembarked with his army at the place appointed* 
At this time there were, according to fome ac- 
counts, about three thoufatid French renega- 
dos in Algiers. Before this time the renegados were 
prohibited from ferving in the capacity of Tur- 
kifh foldiers ; but Mahomet Bafhaw iirft allow- 
ed them to be incorpbratcd with the Turks in 
1368. 

The pay of each foldier was eight Morefco 
doubles * a month ; but their pay was enhanced 
upon extraordinary emergencies, and in proportion 
to the number of years they had ferved. When- 
ever the Sultanefs was delivered of a fon, or they 
had any remarkable engagement witji the Arabs, 
or any foldier had killed his enemy in an engage- 
ment and brought away his head, their pay was 
augmented a double a month : provided the num- 
ber of doubles did not exceed forty. 

The unmarried foldiers enjoyed greater privileges 
than thofe who were married. To the formfcr 
were diftributed four loaves of bread a day, but 
to the latter none. 

The foldiers kept no guard in the city ; but a 
watch called Mefuarty confifling of twenty-five 
perfons, paraded the ftrcets. In the fummer the 
city wa$ nearly deftitute of a garrifon, as the army 
was then difperfed into various parts of the country 
to enforce the payment of taxes. I 

The divan were convened twice a week in a gal- 
lery of the palace, and confifted of 40 perfons. 
All matters vi:erc decided here by a majority ; but | 
what was remarkable, the votes were coJleded be- 
fore 



• This double is about 25 cents in value. 
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fore the debate was clofed^r All caufes between the 
foldlers were decided in this council, but thofc be- 
tween the citizens were determined before the chiahi 
who was the dcy's lieutenant. 

Though their fortifications were then, as at pre- 
sent, very inconfiderable, yet they were a terror to the 
Europeans ; and, according to iome computations, 
above 6oo»ooo (laves died in Algiers with the fcve- 
rttyof their treatment between the years 1536 and 
1640. 

Though the Algerines were greatly elated at 
the fignal difafter of Charles V. in 154 1, yet 
thby durft not attribute their deliverance to their 
own valour* Their opinion was, that a marabeut 
or fanton who refided near the city, produced 
the temped that proved the deftru£lion of the Spa- 
nifli fleet, by beating the fea with his wand. 
To the memory of this marabout they ereflcd a 
mofque near the gate of Babloet, where he was in- 
terred* The Turks had a great veneration for 
this place, and |>retended that if a Chridian army 
ihould ever beiiege Algiers again, they would raife 
the mod tremendous tempefl ever known by call- 
ing the bones of this marabout into the fea* 
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CHAP. yii. 

A compendium of the ad'ventures of Emanuel D^Aranda^ 
containi7Jg en account of the treatment of the Algerine 
Jlaves in the time of Finchinin. 

EMANUEL D'ARANDA was a native of 
Dunkirk in Flanders, and was a flave in Al- 
giers for the fpace of two years. On the firft of 
Auguft 1640, he left Madrid, and proceeded by land 
to St. Sebaltian, where he embarked on board aa 
Englifli vcffcl, in order to return to his own coun- 
try, after having vifitcd various parts of Spain. After 
being at fea a few days, they difcovered a large (hip 
bearing clown irpon them, which proved to be a ca-- 
ravel. The mafter of the Englifti vcffel imraedi-. 
ately ordered his fails to be furled up, and alledged 
for a reafon that it was not cuftomary for an Engliih 
veffcl to run away at fea. The caravel foon came 
within gun (hot, lout without hoifting her colours ^ 
whereupon it was concluded that Ihe was a pirate. 

But night coming on both veffels lay to, waiting 
the events that were to take place the next morning* 
The paffengers of the Englifti vcffel ufed every ar- 
gument in their power to -induce the captain to make 
his efcape; but he was inflexibly determined to 
maintain ^his flation. About ten o'clock next morn* 
ing two Turkifti veffels hove in fight, and were 
foon within gun (hot. In this fituation refiftance 
was vaiq. One of the Turkifh veffels hailed her, and 
ordered her to ftrike^her colours; upon which a 
i)pal*s crew was fent out, who immediately took pof-. 

fefBon 
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feflion of the Engliih vcflel, and her crew were fent 
oa board of one of the Turkifti (hips, which im- 
mediately after ftood for Algiers. 

Oa the eleventh day after their capture, they 
paffed the ftreights of Gibralter, where the Turks, 
as ihcy paffed, obfcrved many fuperftitious cerema- 
nies. Among a variety the following was obferved ; 
they caft a vcffel of oil into the fea, which they 
imagined fwam to a mountain called La mMtagne 
des 5i^«tfi, where a great fanton or faint refided, who 
fubfifted upon thcoil,and in confequeAcc of this gift 
difpenfed various blcffings Xor them. During the paf- 
fage of the oil, lighted candles were placed upon the 
great guns (a ceremony that was particularly ob- 
ferved by veffcls that paffed the urdghts in the 
night) which burnt for the purpofe of affording 
light to the oil in its paflage.. All thefe ceremonies 
were performed with prayers and great devotion. 

The third day after paffing the ftreights, they an- 
chored oppofite the city of Algiers; the guns of the 
vcffel were fired, and their report brought a large 
concourfc of people to the fhore. D'Aranda with 
the reft of the crew were now freed from their chains, 
and taken to the market where the Chriftian H^vcs 
were fold, in order to fee ifany of them were knovrn i 
from thence they were cQndu6\ed to the palace or 
the dey, (who was entitled to every eighth prHmfe^ 
that he might make his choice out of the number ot 
captives. 

He was feated in his hall of audience, and f4C 

crofs-legged on an elegant feat, covered with blue 

tapeflry, holding in his haiid a number of plumbs, 

refembling a fan. His drefs was a long gown of red 

, filk, and a turban neatly interwoven. 

After the dey had made choice of his (hare of tht? 
Captives, the remainder were taken to the houfe of 

one 
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one of the Turks whofe vcffel had t^kcn tljc prize. 
As D*Aranda was going inte the houfe» the Turk 
afked him in Italian, if he was hungry, he anfwered 
in the affirmative ; whereupon a Chriflian flave 
brought the prifoners fonie bread and a bafket of 
grapeSy with which they regakd themfelves* The 
houfe was built in the Italian mannler ; the galleries 
werg formed of white marble, and the pavement^ 
the ^Wlars ani the arches were well proportioned, ^ 
according to the laws of archite£)ure. They were 
confined in thiis houfe, where they were obliged to 
ileep On the floor in the galleries, and were not pexi* 
mitted to leave the houfe till they were fold. 

After they had been confined here fevcu 
days, they were vifited by Pinchinin and foroe of 
the ricfaeft Turks, who cdme with an intention to 
purchafe flaves. They afkcd the prifoners whether 
they #erc abl^ to pay thii price of their ranfom ; 
but thdy anfweled in the l^egative, and in confe- 
quence no purcoafe was rf^lck. They were after- 
wards broujjht to the markfct, where an old man, 
with a flaffin his hand, bok D'Aranda by the 
arm, ahd led hitn feveral times round the market- 
place. A number of pcrfoh?, defirous of purchaf- 
ing, appeared, who a(^cd D*Aranda his profeffion 
and the (>!ace of his nativity^ They took him by 
the hand to examine if it wis hard; and ordered 
him to open hiis mouth, to fee whether his teeth 
were fufficiently good for chewing hard bifkets on 
board the galleys. They were then all ordered to 
be feated in a row. The old man took the firft in 
order and led him three or four times round the 
market, crying arrachef arracht^ who offers moft ? 
After the fale he was placed upon the other fide of 
the market, and in the fame manner all the others 
were fold. D*Aranda was purchafed by » rene** 

gado 
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|. gado named Saban Gallan> who gave 2CX) pata- 
coons for him. 

The dcy being entitled to any flavc at the price 
offered for him in the market , they were in copfc- 
quence once more taken to the palace : each one 
having in his hat a piece of paper, on which was 
written the price at which he. was fold. The dey 
thought proper to purchafe D'Aranda, and Caloen 
and Saldens two of his companions ; telling them 
that he had heard they were perfons of quality, 
and that he expc6led a large fum for their ran* 
fom. He then ordered them to the ftables of 
the palace, where they found 250 other flavcs in- 
tended as a fupply to the galleys. In thcfe fta* 
ble§ they were confined oi\e and twenty days, and 
their daily allowance here- was two fmali loaves of 
bread a- piece; 

Towards the end of September, when their gal- 
leys make their laft cruifc, thefe flaves began to 
prepare for fca. To each one was diftributcd, by the 
dcy's order, fome coarfe cloth, for the purpofc of 
making them fuch clothes as were worn in the gal- 
leys. On the day appointed for the flavcs to go 
on board, a number of barbers att;:ndcd the fta- 
bles, and ihaved the heads and beards of thofe who 
were intended as rowers. After they were (havedr 
the dey*s fteward, and the captain of one of the 
galleys entered the rtables, and ordered the ilaves 
into an adjoining courty^wh-re each one had his 
office and llation affigncd him. After this there 
remained twentv flavcs more than fuilicient to m-arf 
the galleys. D'Aranda v/as. among this number, 
and the captain of the galley faid to the fteward 
as he pa fled them, JVe will leave thefe rajcals on 
Jhore, for they are favages yet. 

They were then ordered back to the dey's fta* 
B b z bks. 
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bles, and the fame day four galleys thus manned* 
left the harbour. The dey finding D'Aranda and 
his companions neither rich nor perfons of quality, 
ordered them to be brought into his prcfencc in 
the hall of audience, where they found Pinchinin, 
who faid to them, Chriflians I have bought you of the 
dey 9 but at a very great price* He then fent them 
to his houfe, where they found twenty female 
(laves who attended his wife, bcfides twelve male 
ilaves, and a feragliox)f forty young boys between 
nine and fifteen years of age. 

From Pinchinin's houfe they were fent to his 
bagnio, the place appointed for fuch of his Ilaves 
as were intended for the galleys* This bangio was 
a ftrcet or large entry in his houfe, where pirates 
and Turkifli foldiers reforied, who fpent their time 
in drinking, and the commiflion of the moft unna- 
tural crimes. D^Aranda not being acquainted with 
any one in this feminary of tirtue, was obliged to 
flccp the firft night upon the terrace of the bagnio, 
and the next morning when he rofe he faw an Ita- 
lian ilave bringing in a great variety of articles and 
houfehold fluff, and crying arrache^ arrache. 
D'Aranda encfuired of a certain knight of Malta 
with whom he had become acquainted, what the 
Italian meant. *^ As our mafter Pinchinin," replied 
the knight, ** allows his flaves nothing for their 
** fubfiflence, the greatefl part of them live upon 
*' flealing> and the booty of the preceding day is 
" every morning thus fold for their fupport." 

The next morning before fun-rife the guardian 
coming into the bagnio, faluted lyAranda and 
Jn's coRif^nions with Surfa cam, abafo canal" 
ht get up you dogs, come down you fcoundrcls. 
After this ccarfe falutation, he conduced them to 
Batloet, in the fuburbs of the city^ where they 

were 
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Were employed in a large rope-walk. ~ D'Aranda 
and Saldens were appointed to turn a large wheel. 
Upon their turning the wheel too fwiftly,their*guar- 
dian cried out to them in Lingua Franca, fortiyforti^ 
which fignities gentfy; but they mirunderftanding 
the term, turned the wheel with all their might, 
which fo exafperated their guardian, that he ran up 
to them in a rage, and with a huge cudgel taught 
them the iignification *o^forti. 

After they were thus initiated into the knowledge 
of rope making, they were compelled to pound wheat 
in a mortar ; a much more laborious employment, 
in which D'Aranda acquitted himfelf but very in- 
ditFerently; upon which his guardian faid to him, 
givt over that work yon dog-^you are too faik^e yet- 
In putting the wheat into bags after it had Ijeen 
pouhded, a little happened to be fpilt on the ground ; 
whereupon their guardian (zi^ ^ PilL% ejfe cani^ take 
that up you dog: but D'Aranda not underftanding 
him, his keeper gave him a moft unmerciful blow 
over the back with a billet of wood, which gave 
him a dangerous wound, from which a copious. 
ftream of blood iflued. 

A very heavy bag of wheat was then placed 
upoil each one's (houlder, which they had to car- 
ry a confiderable diftance, and D'Aranda's fVrength 
failing him after he had gone a few paces, the bag 
began to Aide down his back ; upon which his 
keeper ftruck him in the face fevcral times with his 
fift, and the blood ftreamed plentifully from his 
moifth and nofe ; which compelled him to greater 
exertions, and he daggered under the load till he 
arrived at Pinchinin's houfe, where he fell down, 
perfectly exhaufted with the burden. But the mod 
arduous part of their labour was yet to be perform- 
cd# They were under the neccffity of carrying 

. ^ ihciic 
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thcfc bags up into a granary forty feet high ; a 
talk which D'Aranda would have found totally 
impracticable, had not his companion Saldens, wha 
waa much ftronger,. compaflSonately carried it up 
for him, while he lay upon the ground befmcared 
with fweat, duft and hlood, and flill unmercifully 
poundfd by his keeper, who threatened to murder 
him^ In this lamentable condition he returned to 
the bagnio. 

In the mean time Caloen, his other companion^, 
had been employed in leading a mule, laden with 
bifket, from PinchLniii's houfc to the water fide. 
In confequence of the narrownefs of the flreets, it 
was a cuftom ia Algiers, when one led a loaded 
mule or camel, to- cry Be/ec, take care there. But* 
our new mule-driver, ignorant of the cuftom-, gave 
no warning of his approach, and in palling^ 
threw a Turk into the mud. The Turk getting 
up in a great rage ^^ drew his knife, (^yhich they 
carried about them inftead of a fvvord) and would 
have murdered Caloen, had he not been pre vented* 
by fome other Turks, who hallowed out to him, 
don t you fee that Chrijlian is ajavageytt, and dont 
unatrjlarid (ht cuftom ; the word savage being a 
term, of reproach which was given him becaufc he 
was d re (Ted in a ChrJftian habit. 

While they were in a ftate ofthemoft extreme 
indigence, expecting nothing from Pinchinin, and 
not verfed in the art of ftealing., the common "^iQ^^i" 
iion in the bagnio, they had thegood fortune to bor- 
row feventy-five patacoons from an Italian racrcliant 
in Algiers, to whom they became jointly bound for 
the payment of a hundred at Antwerp. . 

Their next employment was in a vine»yard be- 
longing to one of Pinchinin's country -hou{es,wberc 
very laborious tafks were affigncd them ,* for which 

D'Atanda.- 
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D'Aranda, bcing^but infdiffercntly qualified, ag^^ccd 
with his guardian to allow him four rials a month if 
he would give him a more cafy employment : and 
in confcqucnce his next bufincfs was to carry fome 
large pots of water to the lodgings of the chief guar- 
dian. D'Aranda now fared pretty well, and was 
niuch pleafed with his new employment ; but a 
trivial occurrence Ihortly after excluded him from 
this bufinefs; for as he' was pouring a pot of wa- 
ter one day into the Tinaga^ or great ciftcrn, be 
accofted a Turkilh woman who entered the houf<?, 
and afked her if (he would drink a glafs of fack- 
This quefticm being overheard, he was dii'mifled 
from his employment, and compelled the next day 
to work with fome other flav'es in attending ma- 
fons. 

This happened in the month of December, 
when the corfairs cruifed along the co^ of Anda- 
lufia, in order to capture Eoiglifh veffcls laden 
with wine and fruits. Thcfe corfairs had taken a 
frigate of Dunkirk, in which there was a young 
man who was fold to Pinchinin, with whom 
D'Aranda had been formerly acquainted. This 
young man (hortly after had an inteij^icw with 
D'Aranda, and being moved at the recital of his 
misfortunes, gave him fome jewels, which he pawned 
for ten crowns. This was a very feafonable fup- 
ply, as hh feventy-five patacoons were by this 
time fpcnt, and his credit was in confequence very 
much raifed at the bagnio, which was more than 
X ufually croudcd at this time by great numbers of 
Turks and Chriftian flaves who came to drink 
fack, a cargo of which had been lately taken in 
one their prizes. About thirty flaves were taken in 
this frigate who were employed in unloading her. 
Some of tbefc had the good fortune to be afterwards 

employed 
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employed as tavern keepers, a bufinefs which wag 
prohibited to Turks; others,ofthe crew were con- 
figaedto.the galleys, where they wcr^ chained to the 
outermoft oar, men whom the AJgerines oiled JSo- 
gavands' Thefe flavcs confifted-of gpanards, Italians 
and Ruffians, and being a little intoxicated one 
night a quarrel enfued between fome of them,which 
made a great uproar in the bagni<K WhereupoQ 
a prieft came into the room with a wax candle in 
his hand, ^nd quelled the didurbance. T)ie news 
of this riot foon came to the ears of the patron 
of the bagnio, who came atten^f d hf fcveral per- 
fons with creflet lights and lanthrons, and armed 
with cudgels. They all fled at the approach of the 
patron; but one of the rioters was fcized, dripped 
naked, and held by the hands and feet by four 
(laves with hi§ belly on the flopf ,. where he received 
a hundred blows on the hack with a cudgel. 

D'Aranda had now refided fix months in Al- 
, giers, at which time he anc} his companions went 
to Pinchinin, and kiffing his robe and the^flecvc of 
bis inner garment, the Turkifh mode of paying 
homage, they told him they had come to agree 
with him about the price of their ranfom* After 
fome converfation Picehinin told them he was then 
going out of town with fome (laves to fell timber 
tor a new frigate which was buiiding,'^and that he 
would talk further ^with them upon the fubjedl at 
^his return. 

In the mean time D'Aranda was employed at 
a new hpufc belonging to Pinchinin in the upper 
part of the city, where he was obigcd to carry 
materials on his back up a fteep hill where mules 
and camels could not be ufed. While he was at 
work two Turks came to the bagnio and enquir- 
ed for D'Axanda, Caloen, and Saldcns ; but as 

they ■ 
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they had changed their names,, nobody could 
give any account of them. The Turks then ap- 
pHcd ta a Brabant flave cMcd FranciB thejludcntp 
to examine fome papers which were written in La- 
tin, giving fqmc account of the Haves. Francis, 
upon examination, concluded that D'Arand^ and 
his companions were the perfons they were enquir-- 
ing for, and told them he knew the flaves very well. 
Whereupon he went with them to the bagnio, 
whereat hey found D*Aranda and his companions, 
whom they informed they were no longer flaves ; 
at which the were greatly overjoyed. 

The next day a Jew came to the bagnio, and by 
order of Pinchinin's wife, told D'Aranda and his 
companions that the dey wiflied to fpeak to them* 
When they were brought before him, he comman- 
ded them to go into a fmall drawing room of the 
palace, where they continued about three hours 
with fome young Chriflian flaves. At length the 
fteward made his appearance with 2^ cudgel, and 
faid to them, You dogs which of you wrote home to 
ie exchanged for Turks? They all excufed them- 
felves ; but the fteward not much'difpofed to re- 
-ceive their excufes, gave then^ *aJLl a fevere beating, 
and told them he wb^|d copiie ag^ at night and 
cut ofF their ears and nofb?. They were here con- 
fined in this fmall apartment in extreme mifery for 
eighteen days ; during which time they were fre- 
quently vifitcd by the fteward, who always carried 
his cudgel in his hand, and fometimes beat them for 
his diverfion. Th^Turks now waited upon Pinchinin, 
who had returned, and told him they had engaged 
to procure an exchange of D'Aranda and his com- 
panions for feven of their Turkifti friends, who 
were prifoners in Flanders, and offered him by way 
•of xanfom the fame fum he had given for them. But 
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Pinchinin told tbcnr. thcfc flave^^ were perfons of 
quality, for each of whom he demaoded 6000 pata* 
coons as the price of ranfom. 

While the Turks were endeavouring t6 efFcA an 
exchange of prifoocrs nine weeks pafled away> du- 
ring^hich time D'Arandaand his companions were 
confined in the dey*s palace. After much delay 
the Turks agreed with Pinchinin upon the pri're of 
their ranfom ; upon which they were releafed from 
confinement, and lodged in the houfe of Cataborn 
JAufiapha^ one of the Turks, who became their new 
patrpn. Caloen was foon after fent in a veflel bound 
to Leghorn, in order to procure thp liberty of the 
Turkifli prifoners in exchange, according to the 
agreement made between thefe Turks and the 
friends of ^D'Aranda and his.companions, who de« 
tained the Turkiih prifoners in Flanders* 

D'Aranda ftill continued with Muftapha, but his 
refidence here was of ihort duration ; forMii6apha 
getting drunk one day quarrelled* with a BulcebaSf a 
captainof foot, whom he called a Chriftiam For this 
ofiTence Muftapha fuffcred imprifonment, and by or- 
der of the divan received a hundred blows on the 
back with a cudgel; aftjr which he was compel- 
led to ferve fix nionths in the^ field againft king Ben- 
nali. 

After the departure of Muftapha, D'Aranda was 
received into the family of Mahomet Celibi Oiga, 
where he was employed in the capacity of a fervant. 
Here he foon became very ihiimafe with his new 
.miftrefs who granted him many^erties, and per- 
mitted him to attend public worfiiip every day at 
Pinchinin's bagnio. 

In the mean time Caloen, who was not fo fortu- 
nate, was imprifoned in the houfe of Mu(lapha|s | 
grandmother, where he w^s confined to a imaU J 
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apartment with nearly 80 weigli^of iron about his 
IcjgSf and frequently fent into the country, where 
his keepers were inftrufted to torture him with the 
fnoft oppreffive hunger i« order to expedite the pay- 
ment of his ranfom. 

At the e>cpiration of fix months after D'Aranda 
had refided at Oiga's houfe, he received a letter 
from Saldens, dated at Ceuta, who requefted his im- 
mediate attendance at Tetuan in the kingdom of 
Fez, according to contract with the two Turks. 
This letter contained information that Caloen*s fa* 
4hcr had abfolutely rcfufed to pay the 700 patacoons 
that were demanded for his ranfom, but made no 
particular mention of the five Turks who wcrcto be 
given in ei^change for D'Aranda and bis compa- 
nions. 
. In confcquence of this information Muftapha's 
grandmother immediately ordered Caloen to be 
confined with a hundred weight of irori about his 
legs, in a fmall cellar, where D'Aranda frequently 
vifited him; and one day while he was with him, the 
old woman entered the cellar, and aiked Caloen if he 
was willing yet to pay the 700 patacoons. He 
made no anfwcr, but laughed at her; which (o great- 
ly enraged the old lady, that (he ordered D*Araii- 
da to be feized and Ipaded with irons in the fame 
cell, becaufe (he had imputed Caloen's eondu(5l 
entirely to his advice. Here they remained till the 
time fixed for the departure of a veffel deftincd fot 
Tetuan, when;by the interceffion of three Chriftian 
ilaves who intended to embark in this veiTel, they tg/j^ 
were re leafed upon a promife that her grandfon 
Muflapha, who was at Ceuta, (hould be liberated 
in exchange. 

About this time (which was thefirftof January 

4642} terminated the faft of Ramadan, which con- 
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tinucd for a tnonfitf during whith time they vrttt 
prohibited from eating or drihking in the day ; 
and thofe who were dctcfted in i^iolating this law 
were compcUcd to fwallow melted IcMd. Abou^ • 
the time of fun-fct the people were permitted to eat, 
and drums were beaten as a fignal to ceafc from 
fading. 

To this faft fuccecded the fcftival or Eafter of 
Ramadan, which continued for eight days, and was 
celebrated with great pomp and feftivity. Caval- 
.cadcs wfcre formed without the "city, and feats of 
horfemanfhip were difplaj'ed. The Turkifli chil- 
dren were drawn io fmall triumphal chariots, to 
which Chriftian flaves were harnafled' The prin- 
cipal amufement was wreftJing, at which the Moors 
were very expert. The prohibitions of the Alco- 
ran fccmed very little regarded at this time, atid 
wine and brandy were drank in the grcateft excefs. 
In the tinle of this fcftival gifts were diftributed to 
Ibe ijaves, and for the three or four firft days they 
were exempted from every kind of labour. 

On the 14th of January D'Aranda and Caloen, 
after fettling all preliminaries, embarked with a 
number of Turks and Chriftian ^aves on board the 
vcffcl bound for Tetuan. On the eighth day after 
they arrived at Oran, which is about forty leagues 
from Algiers, and on the twelfth at Tremcfen, 
where they lay at anchor three days, and difchar- 
gcd part of their Moorifti crew. 

Tremcfen was formerly a powerftil kingdom, to 
which the dey of Algiers was tributory. It is fi- 
tuated at the extremity of the Grand Signior's do- 
minions, and is bounded by the empire of Morocco 
and Fez, with which the Grand Signior is \h alH- 
unce ; but notwithftanding this empire is often at 
war with the Algerines,and this happens ^A'ithout^ny 
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4 
vialatioD to the confederacy. The fame is the 
c^e with Tunis, which is Tncludcd in the Grand 
Signior's dominions; but he docs not concern him- 
felf with the affirirs of the ba(haws, and th^y arc 
wot confidered at war till fottie place of importance 
is taken 

From Trcmcfen they fct fail upon their voyage, 
and fliortly after> in confequence of the difcharge of 
a number of Moors, ^ confpitacy was formed among 
lkeChriilianflave»to murder all the Turks on board, 
and ro render therofelves mafter of the veffel. But the 
whole defign mifcarried in confequence of the ti« 
midity ef aSpaniard^ who was the principal in the 
confpiracy, and Bcgle£icd to give the fignal of on'- 
fct, as had been previoufly concerted. 

On the twelfth of February in the evening tliey 
SftR, anchor in a bay within half a league of Te- 
tuan, and the next day a violent eaft-wind arofe 
\rbich fubjefted them to Imminent danger. The 
Turks teirified at the ftorm began to fay ihciry^l^tf. 
or prayers^ aad promifed to di^ribute alms as foon 
astheyi/iere on fhore* But the temped ftill in- 
creafed in violence, and the veffel was every mo- 
ment in danger of being driven upon the rocks. In 
this extremity the Turks refolvcd to offer a iacri- 
fice to Mahomet as their laft refource ; a number 
of (heep being always taken on board the Turkifh 
veffels for this purpofe* They cut one of thcfe 
fheep into four parts, and with a variety of ridicu- 
lous ceremonies they caft the parts into the fea on 
different quarters of the veffeu 

The tempeft continued to increafc till midnight, 
at which time the Veffel began to drag her anchors. 
The Turks all affimbled at the ftern in the utmoft 
confternation, and implored the afliilance of Ma- 
homet with the loudcft lamentations. The veffel 
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continued to drag her anchors, and foon after (he | 
was wrecked upon the (hore, but the jwrincipal part 
of the crew were faved. 

* D Aran da and Caloen were greatly overjoyed 
al their delirerance, and the next morning they 
fct out for ^cluan, where they arrived about noon. 
While they continued here they received a letter 
from Don Martin de Pegnalofo a Spant(h merchant 
at Ceuta, who informed them that SaWcns had 
gone to Gibraltar, and had left orders with him 
to furnifh them wiih every thing neceflkryr 

In the mean time the Turkifh priibners who had 
^en detained at Flanders had arrived at Ceuta. Muf- ] 
tapha Infgles one of the prifoners^ imagining that 
Saldens had returned to Flanders, wrote toTctuan 
to the Turk who had charge of D'Aranda and Ca- 
loen, that Saldens had promifed when hcwaaia 
Flanders to pay 700 patacoons towards the ranfom 
which his relations had paid for Caloeo, and that 
hs^fhould put them in the Mqfmor a* The pcrfon 
who conitrcrted this bufinefs was Abraham Arrais 
one of the Turkifli prilbners, who reported at Ceu- 
ta that lyAranda and Caloen had promifed 700 
patacoons before their departure from Algiers. 

In confequence of this letter they were put into 
the Mafmora, which was a iargc vault about thir- 
ty feet under ground, where 170 Chriftian flavcs 
were confined. Wrtilc they were in this iituation 
D*Aranda wrote to Saldens, who returned to Ceu- 
ta, and by his interceflSon they were liberated 
from confinement, and foon after took their df 
parture for their native countryt 
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William P. Meeker, do 

James Magoffin, do 

Alexander Mitchell do^ 

Barnabas M^Shane, do 

William Mott, do 

Samuel R. MarQull, Barbadoes^ 

George Myers, Gerroantown. 

B. Mooie, l*hiladelphia 

John Meafe, jun, do 

John Maflcy, do 

Robert Meafe, do 
N" 
Mr. John Neilfon, Philadelphia. 

William NIgley, do 

George Nifbett, do 

Winnard Nice, Germantowa 

Robert Newlin, M^rrifville 

David Nichols, Newark 

Samuel Nichols, do 
O 
Mn Ja-nes O'Donnell, Pailadclphia 

Dayid Olden, Princeton 

Aaron Ogden, Nevait 
p 

Mrs. Pancake, German town 
Mrs. Mary Anne Parkiafoo, Philadelphia^ 
Mr, Titian R. Pcale, do 

Z.Philips, do 
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Mr. George Paine, New Mills 

George Painter, Burlington 

Jonathan Parfell, Briftol 

Thomas Pearfon, Darby 

Peter Payan, Trenton 

Thomas Porter, Richland 

Samuel Pleafants, jun. Philadelphia 

Richard Parkinfon, do 

Ralph Philips, Ncw-Jerfey 
R 
Mr. Charles Redifer, Montgomery county 

Job Roberts, Efq» do 

William Rodman, Bcnfalem 

Gilbert Rodman, do 

Samuel Richards, Briftol 

Edward Rawley, Philadelphia 

Robert Ralfton, jun. do 

John Roney, do 

Gabriel Ralfton do 

John Rodes, da 

William Rofs, do 

John Ralfton, do 

Ralph Rutledge, do 

Jofcph Reed, Wq. do 

Jonathan Rhea, hCq. Trrnton 
S 
Mrs. Prudence Slctcr, Lancafler 
Mrs. Elizabeth Scaife, Philadelphia 
Rev. Abraham Supplce, Montgom* county 
Mr. Peter Supplee, do 

Henry Scheetz, do 

Julius Scheetz, do 

George Stockham, Briftol 

James Scanlan, Philadelphia 

bamuel Sanfom, jun. do 

Samuel Sears, do 

John Smith, do 

Robert Stinhoufe, da 

William Sergeant, do 
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Mr, Jno. Scott, Bedford county 

Thomas Scaly, Barbadoes 

William Sims, New Jerfcy 

Benjamin Stevens, Philadelphia 

William Smith, do 

William Sanfom, do 

T 
Mr, Hugh Tomb, Briftol 

Joha Thomas, Montgomery county 

George Taylor, Philadelphia 

Wilham Traylor, do , 

Charles Teas, da 

Peter Thomfon do 

Thomas 1 huriby, do 

Ifaac Thomas^ do 

Jonathan Tyfon, do< 

John Thomfon, do 

George Taylor,, da 

Thomas Twigey, New-Jerfcy, z copfes. 

Mr. Benjamin Volentinc, Philadelphia 
Pete I Wcife, Montgomery county 
Robert Webb,^ Philadelphia 

•~ Wefton, do lo copies 

John Willis, do 

Jonathan D. Woodru^ do 
Charles Whyte, do 

Peter Walters, do 

James C. WiUiamfonr do. 
^ JofiahWeft, do 

Auguftus Willit^ Benfalem 
Bcnjamia Walton, Briftol 
B. Wouters 

Chriftopher Wcrtz, fen. Bucks county 
Anthony W. White, Brunfwick 
Kearney Wharton, Philadelphia 
aw. Wefton, da 

Z 
Mr.JacobrZellcr, Philadelphia, i a copies 
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